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pOI LOI CAM TA

NH{'NG SUY TU THAN HOC VIET NAM

Gido Sw Tran Van Poan, Taiwan National University

POI LOT CAM TA

Tuy tirng theo hoc thin hoc tai La M3, Innsbruck va
Tubingen (1969-1976), ching t6i khong dam coi minh nhw la
chuyén gia thdn hoc. Thwc viy, ching t6i chwa bao gi¢
chuyén nhiém giang day mon than hoc trong bat cir dai hoc
vién nao. Ngoai trir nhitng bai thuyét trinh tai mot so vién
Than Hoc & DPai Han, Pai Loan, Nhit, Dlic va My, tac gia chi
tirng m& hai khoa hoc duy nhat vé than hoc tai vién Thin Hoc
Pai Nam va vién Thin Hoc Dai Loan. Cai my twéc than hoc gia
chi nén danh cho nhitng nha thin hoc c¢6 6c sing tao va
chuyén nghiép. Mic du thé, ching t6i can phai xac dinh mot
cach ro rang noi day, do 1a viéc ngwoi viét chuwa hé lo lang voi
nhirng vin dé soi bong trong nén than hoc hién dai, va van
tiép tuc nghién cru nhirng tic phim cua nhiéu than hoc gia
nhw Karl Rahner, Walter Kasper, Johannes B. Metz, Hans
Kueng, Urs von Balthasar, Marie Dominique Chenu, Yves
Congar, Edward Schillebeeckx, Joseph Ratzinger, Karol
Woztyla (dwong kim gido chi Gioan-Phaol6 II), van van, cac
nha than hoc tin lanh nhw Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, Rudolph
Bultmann, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, va nhat 1a phong trao than
hoc giai phéng véi nhirng tic phdm cua Gustavo Gustierrez,
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Leonardo Boff, Luigi Segundo va clia cac nha thin hoc A chau
nhuw Tissa Balasuriya, Raymundo Panikkar, Song Choan-seng,
Albert Chang S.J.,, Kosake Koyama, Antony de Mello S.J., va
than hoc Dan Chdng (Minjung) cia Pai Han. Tac gia dic biét
theo d6i nén than hoc Viét Nam qua cdc tic phdm cuia cac
than hoc gia Viét cling nhw quy hoc gid quan tidm téi than hoc
Viét nhw Phan Pinh Cho, Vii Kim Chinh, Bui Van Poc, Hoang
S¥ Quy, Lwong Kim Dinh, Vi Dinh Trac, Tran Vin Hién Minh,
van van.

Can phai xac dinh nhu viy, béi 1€, trong tw thé mot gido
dan, khi cho xuit ban nhirng bai viét lién quan téi thin hoc,
ching t6i rat ai ngai va lo du. Lé tit nhién, sw lo 4u khéng phai
chi vi y thirc dwgc sy thiéu sét cling nhw gi¢i han cia minh,
ma hon thé nira, nhin ra trwedc nhirng sw hiéu [Am khong thé
tranh dwoc. Ngwoi cAm but cang thém Aai ngai véi nhirng 1oi
phé binh c¢6 tinh cach ca nhan (argumentum ad hominem)
ciia mot so (it) gido si, nhit 1a noi mot vai vi trong gidi lanh
dao Gido hoi Viét. Theo thanh kién cua cac ngai, thi nguoi
gido dan néu cé biét chi di nira thi cling nén "dwa c6t ma
nghe," b&i vi khong nhirng ho xac tin vé sw ngu don, ma con
coi sw vang loi phuc tung ctia dan chién doi véi nguoi muc tk
nhw 13 mot tin diéu bat kha ngd va bat kha vi pham. Y thitc
nhuw thé, nén lwdng ly bao nhiéu nim ma khéng dam viét va
xudt ban vé than hoc bang Viét ngtt. Nay nhan thdy y thic vé
mot nén than hoc Viét di chin mui, va di dén lic ma mobi
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ngwdi wu tw vé tu twdng Viét bat budc phai dong gébp mot cai
gi, du nhé bé téi dau, cho kho tang nghién ctiru thin hoc Viét,
nén ching t6i m&i mao mudi cho ra mat doc gia nhirng suy tw
than hoc nay. V3 lai, xuit ban nhirng suy tw nay ciing dé dap
lai nhitng khuyén khich cia mét s6 than hoc gia dong nghiép,
nhit 13 dé hoan thanh mdng wéc cua triét gia Kim Dinh,
nguwoi ban gia dong hanh, tirng c6 don trén con dwong xay
dung tu twdng nwéc nha. Ciing cAn phai thd nhéin 13, nhirng
suy tw trong tip sach nay chi 1a nhirtng y kién vun vit, ca
nhan, thiéu hé théng, dwoc viét trong nhiéu hoan cdnh khac
nhau, do nhu cdu phuc vu din Chua, va gido hdi Viét Nam.
Nhw doc gid thay, ching téi khong c6 tham vong, va khéng
dam bao gan bao phéi dwa ra mét nén than hoc méi la gi, boi
vi thAm tin rang "chang c6 chi mai la dwdi 4nh sdng mit troi
cd" (nihil novum sub sole). Ching tdi cang xac tin rang, tw
twdng nhan loai khong phai chi hinh thanh trong mot ngay,
ma qua ca mot lich st dai dang dang véi nhitng déng gop clia
toan nhan loai. Y thitrc dwoc sw kha ngd va bat tic cda minh,
nén tac gia ludn sdn sang dén nhan tit ca nhitng 101 chi gido
cla tat ca cac than hoc gia cling nhw cac bac thirc gia thién
chi. Dau rang tri thirc han hep, diu rang lwc bit tong tam,
ching t6i luén xac tin vao twong lai cia tw twdng dan toc, vé
gia tri cta Viét tdc, va do dé6 tin rang Viét thin da manh nha
va dwong phat trién. Sy kién la tai quoc ndi cling nhw noi hai
ngoai, cac nha than hoc Viét dwong no lwc xay dung mot nén
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than hoc ca biét cia nguwoi Viét, chirtng minh mét cach gidn
ti€p sw chinh xac cia hwdng di ma ching téi deo dudi. Xac tin
nhuw viy, chung t6i theo cAu chiAm ng6n bat hi cta dai thi hao
Alghieri Dante ma Karl Marx - mdt nha bac hoc ma dau rang
ching ta yéu hay ghét - tirng trich dé an Gi minh trong l&i néi
dau cua tuyét tdc Tw Ban Luin, Tdp 1: "Hay tiép tuc con
dwong cua anh, hay ké ngwoi ta néi.”

Chung ta biét, gitra tri€t hoc va tén gido, va gitra ton gido
va than hoc vin c6 nhitng diém chung ma bit cir mot than
hoc gia nghiém tic nao, bit c* moét nha nghién ciru ton gido
ding dan nao, va bat cir mot triét gia nao ciing phai ban dén,
dé 1a vin dé cha con nguwoi, d6 1a dinh ménh, d6 1a trwong
sinh. Va tit ca nhirng vin dé trén déu la nong cot cia vin héa,
cda than hoc, cla tén gido, ctia khoa hoc, va 1€ di nhién, cta
triét hoc.

Y thitc nhw thé, chiing tdi tuy dung chit than hoc, song
thwe sw cling c6 thé hiéu nhw la nhan hoc, bai vi, ngay ca khi
ban vé than, thanh, chung toi vin coi con ngwdi nhw 13 mot
trung diém va trong diém. Song nén nhan hoc nay khong phai
la mot chd thuyét duy nhin (tic nhan ban vé thin, atheist
humanism) hay tw nhadn coi con nguwoi la trung tam
(anthropocentrism), b&i 1€ con ngwdi khong phai la trung
tdm hay 1a diém duy nhit. Chi c6 Thién Chua méi la trung
tam va la cung dich ctia than hoc va ngay ca nhan hoc. Lich st
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cuia ctru roi 12 lich st cia con ngudri duoc ctru roi. DPire Kitd ha
pham, nhip thé lam nguwoi, cling 1a vi con nguoi. Viy nén,
ching ta phai néi, trong tim (xin dirng hiéu nham la trung
tdm) cua than hoc chinh la con nguwoi. Thuwc thé, ngay khi
Thién Chua tao dwng con ngudi theo hinh anh cua Ngai, Ngai
da nhap thé. Khi Ngai sai Thin T® nhip thé, con Nguoi da
chon phwong cach nhép thé, tirc lam ngwoi tran thé y hét nhw
ching ta. Emmanuel (Pang Ctiru Do), Kitd (Ngwoi dwoc sic
diu, tirc dwoc didc chon) di mac 1ay than xac cda Giésu, mot
con nguwoi binh thwong nhw tat cd moi ngwoi khac (triv toi
16i), con cta bac thg moc Giuse tai mot thi trAn nho bé tén 1a
Nazareth, va con clia ba Maria, mot ngwdi me mau muc, nhuw
tdt ca cac hién miu nodi tro khac. Ngwoi 14 dang Giai phong
(Messiah), song gidi phong con nguwoi theo phwong thé cta
chinh con nguoi. Sw viéc nhip thé, nhip thé cia Thién Chua
noi 1én rang, chinh con ngui cling 1a muc dich cta than hoc.
Than hoc do d6 khong chi la mén hoc vé than, vé thanh, ma
con vé chinh con ngwdi tim cach dé dat téi thé gidi than linh,
dé thanh Thanh, thanh Phat.

Twr mot khia canh khac, sy kién Thién Chua tao dung
nhan loai theo hinh anh cta Ngai, cling nhw ban cho con
nguwoi vinh dw dwoc tham due vao miu nhiém sang tao, ay
thac cho con ngwoi quyén chi té quan tri ching sinh, noi 1én
vai tro bat khd Khuyét ctia ho. Nh¢o vao kha ning sing tao
Chda ban nay, ho cling tac tao ra mot thé gidi than linh theo
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hinh 4nh cta thé gi6¢i loai ngwoi. Va ho quén khudy rang
chinh Thién Chda da ban cho con ngw&i mét nang lwc c6 thé
tré thanh than linh, ch khéng phai mét uy quyén tic tao
than linh. VAy thi, sw viéc nghién clu tén gido mot cach
chung, hay cach thé ma con ngwoi dung dé biéu ta than linh,
dé ton kinh thin thanh, hay dé tim hiéu thanh y, hay dé thanh
Thanh, thuc ra cling 1a mot nghién clru vé con nguwoi, vé kha
nang, vé wdc vong, vé cdi nguon cling nhw vé niém hy vong
vao twong lai ciia ho. Pay 1a mot quan niém rit quan trong
cda 16i tw duy dong phwong: thanh Thanh trong Nho gido,
thanh Phit trong Phit gido, Thién nhan hiép nhat trong Pao
gido. Cau no6i cua thanh Phaol6 "Con ngwoi la gi ma Chaa phai
ban tam?" khong phai chi la mét cau héi dat ra véi Chua, song
cho chinh con nguwoi dwong wu tw vé dinh ménh cia minh;
cho tit cd moi nha khoa hoc bao gom ca than hoc gia 1an triét
gia dwong tim kiém su tuyét doi hay than tinh ctia con nguoi.
Phaol6 1a nha thin hoc dau tién di nhin ra vai tro bit kha
khuyét cia con nguoi trong lich st ctru do. Twong tw, khi dat
ra bon ciu hoi: "Con nguwoi 1a gi?" "Ching ta biét chi?" "Chidng
ta phai lam gi?" va "Chung ta hy vong sao?" Immanuel Kant,
nha triét gia vi dai cta nhan loai, @ muon nhan manh dén
con ngwoi nhw 1a nén tang cho moi khoa hoc. Tat ca nhirng
suy tw trén déu twong hop vdi nhin xét siu sic cta dic
Khong: "Chwa biét gi vé ngwoi thi néi vé Troi lam gi?" Noéi
mdt cach chung, nén than hoc ctia hdm nay, va dic biét ctia A
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chiu va clia nguoi Viét, 1a mot nén than hoc tw Thién song vi
nhian (ex Deo sed pro homine), kinh Thién dé ai nhén
(adorare ut amare), tin Thién song vu nhan (credere ut
servare), va nhit 1a mot nén thin hoc Thién nhan twong di.

Twr nhitng wu tw trén, chung téi cho xuit ban tip sach
nay véi mot twa dé rat khiém ton, song cling mang tinh chat
thach dé cho chinh nguoi viét: Nhitng Suy Tw Than Hoc Viét
Nam. Tuy chi la nhitng suy tw nhéd mon, vun vat, ching néi
lén mot wéc vong di tim mdt cau trad 1oi cho cau héi "ngudi
Viét chung ta nghi vé, song v&i va cdm thong vé chinh con
nguoi, than thanh, dinh ménh... nhw thé nao?" Mot nén thin
hoc Viét (Viét Thin) khong nén chi dwa theo 16i suy tu, 16i
song va 16i cdm nghiém cta ngwoi Do Thai, La M3 hay Tay
Phuong vé Thwong Dé, song phai phat xuit tir ngay cam tinh
cia nguwoi Viét, tir chinh 16i song cua dan Viét, va theo cach
suy tw cda toc Viét vé chinh minh, vé dinh ménh ctia minh. b6
chinh 1a mét suy tw vé Nhan tinh, vé Thién tinh, vé Than tinh
vé Thanh tinh va vé Linh tinh cdia minh. Uéc mong rang,
nhitng suy tw nay c6 thé déng gép phin ndo vao céng cudc
xay dwng mét nén thin hoc Viét ma gido hoi Kit6 gido (Cong
gido va Tin Lanh) Viét, ma cac nha thin hoc Viét dwong deo
dudi va xay dung.

Nhitng suy tw than hoc dwoc viét lai tir nhitng bai viét
cling nhw thuyét trinh vé than hoc va ton gido trong gan hai
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thap nién tai Pai Loan, Pai Han, Nhat, My, Thuy S¥, Ptrc, Hoa
Lan, Ao va Nam Dwong, bit dau véi bai "Mot Suy Tw Than
Hoc" xudt ban nam 1983 trén Din Chda (New Orleans) va
ti€p theo véi ti€u ludn "Than Hoc Gidi Phéng Di Vé bau?" vao
nam 1984, do 1oi moi cua Tap san Concilium, nguyén viét
bang Anh ngit. Vi ngay cho t&i nay, sau 15 ndm, toan bai van
chwa hoan tit, nén ching t6i chi cho phat biéu mot phan cta
bai viét bang Hoa ngit trén Gido Hitru Nguyét Khan. Nhw doc
gia sé thdy, ching t6i hoan toan viét lai bai "Mot Suy Tw Than
Hoc" nhw 1a phan Nhap d&, chitr khong mang tinh chit do dam
nhw bai nam 1983. Chwong két ludn "Huwdng Téi Mot Nén
Than Hoc Viét Nam" téng hop tir nhiéu ti€u luidn nhu: (1)
"Mt S6 Phan Tinh V& Than Hoc A Chau" nguyén bang Anh
nglr phat biéu tai Pai Hoc Diém Thé (Yonsei) cia Gido Héi Tin
Lanh Pai Han (Han Thanh, 1983). Ban Anh ngit dang trén
Tap san ctia Cac Pai Hoc Kitd gido tai A Chau. Ban nay duwoc
ching tbi sira va tom gon lai bang Pirc ngir dang trén TAp san
nghién cwiru Zeitschrift fur Religionswissenschaft und
Missionswissenschaft cia Ptirc (Munster, 1985) thé theo loi
yéu cau cua Ban Bién Tap dip ky niém 75 nam thanh 1ap Tap
san. (2) Bai "Rahner phé binh Marx" viét bang Hoa ngtt, theo
loi moi cia Than Hoc Luin Tap (Collectanea Theologica) cta
Pai Hoc Phu Nhan, dip 1é twdng niém mot ndm qua doi cha
Gido sw Karl Rahner S.J.,, mot than hoc gia dwgc cong nhin
nhw 1a mot T6-Ma (Thomas Aquinas) cta thé ky 20, ma ching
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tdi tirng dwoc diém phuc thu gido véi ngai tai Pai Hoc
Innsbruck vao dau thip nién 1970. Ban Anh ngit ctia luin vin
trén phat biéu trong Fujen Philosophical Studies. Bai "Dé
Tién T&éi M6t Nén Than Hoc Viét Nam" trwdc hét chi 1a mot
dan bai dé thdo luin tai cudc hoi thao than hoc Viét Nam t6
chirc tai Tu Vién Xit6 Pirc Me Fatima (Monastere de Notre
Dame de Fatima), Orsonnens, Thuy S§. Vi bai nay mang tinh
chit dan bai, tam thoi nén khong cé y cho xuat ban. Tap san
Pinh Hwéng tirng xuit ban (1997), roi sau d6 Trung Tam
Nguyén Trwong To xuit ban lai bai trén trong mot tip sach
riéng biét, ngoai y dinh (song khéng phai ngoai y mudén) cia
tac gid. M3c du thé, chung t6i van cin phai cdAm on Trung TAm
Nguyén Trwong T noi day. Mot ludn vin mang tinh cach dan
bai dé thao luin, 1é tit nhién qua con tam bo, mang qua nhiéu
thi€u so6t. Chinh vi vy, ching t6i hoan toan viét lai cic bai
trén, nhw doc gia sé thiy trong chwong 6 tirc chwong tam két.
Ban Anh ngit, theo loi yéu ciu cda Gido sw Bernhard
Waldenfelds S.J., dwoc dich sang Dirc ngir va sé phat biéu
trong Tap San Nghién Ctru Tén Gido ctia Pai Hoc Bonn, Dirc
Quéc. Cac bai "Sinh Tt trong Nho Gido," "Mat Thé Luin trong
Ca Dao Tuc Ngit," "Sat Nhap, Hoi Nhap, Ban Cach Héa," va
"Doi Thoai gitra Khong Gido va Kité Gido" déu la nhirng bai
thuyét trinh cho cac khoéa hoc cia Vién Triét Hoc va Toén Gido
Viét Nam tai Washington, D. C. va Orange County vao nhirng
mua hé (1998, 1999 va 2000), sau dé phat biéu trén Tap San
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Nghién Ctru Triét Hoc va Toén Gido Viét Nam, Thoi Diém va
trén nhiéu mang théng tin dién t¢ nhuw Vietcatholic,
Vietnamese Missionaries in Taiwan, Veritas, Simonhoadalat,
van van. Nhirng quan niém cin ban trong bai "Doi Thoai gitra
Nho Gido va Kitd Gido" thuc ra da tirng dién dat trong mot
ludn vian khac phat biéu vao dip ching téi dwoc vinh hanh
bau lam Vién sy Han Lam Vién Paulusgesellschaft (Dic-Ao,
1987), va sau d6 lap lai tai Hoi Nghi Triét Gia Céng Gido A
ChAu nam 1993. Bai nay dwoc hoan tit sau bai thuyét trinh
tai Han Lam Vién X3 Ho6i Quéc Gia tai Bac Kinh ndm 1997,
song stra chita lai cho khod hoc nam 2000 tai Orange County.

Tac gia xin chan thanh cam on cac Tap san nghién cttu
trén da cho phép ching téi sira, viét lai hay chuyén dich sang
Viét ngir va tai xuat ban cac tiéu luin trén trong luin tip nay.
Téc gia xin biéu ta long biét on mot cach dic biét téi cac Gido
sw Arnold Sprenger S.V.D., Walter Kasper, Bernhard
Waldenfels S.J., Tién s§ Hong Mién Hung S.J. (Hung Chin-hung
+1997), Gido sw Tién Trwc Thuan (hién la Gidm Muc Gido
phan Hoa Lién), cling nhw Giado sw Leovino Garcia (Ateneo de
Manila University) da c6 nha y moi ching téi dong gop bai
cho cac tidp san nghién cttu Concilium, Zeitschrift fur
Missionswissenschaft und Religionswissenschaft,
Monumenta Serica (Bonn), Collectanea Theologica
Fujenensis, Fujen Philosophical Studies, The Asian Journal of
Philosophy va Bonner-Religionsforschung. Ching to6i cling
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khong quén cam ta l&i moi dong gép clia cac bang hiru nhw
Gi4o sw Phan Dinh Cho, nhan sj Nguyén Dang Truc, cling nhw
nhirng 1oi ¢6 vo ctia Hiép Hoi Simon Hoa Pa Lat, dac biét sw
dé Pao Ngoc Diép va phu nhan, va cic bang hiru ddong nghiép
khiap dé day, Gido sw Vii Kim Chinh S.J. (Pai Hoc Phu Nhéan),
Linh muc Trwong Vin Phic (Taiwan) Thac sy Tran Cao
Twong, Gido sw Vién sj Ly Chan (Gabriel Ly) (Academia di
San Tommaso), Gido sw Luis Gutheinz S.J. (Pai Hoc Phu Nhan
va Pai Hoc Innsbruck), Tién sy Vii Pinh Trac (My), Gido suw
Vién sy Johannes B. Metz (Pai Hoc Munster va Vienna), Gido
st Michael Zievernich S.J., Gido sw Peter Knauer S.J. (Pai Hoc
Frankfurt), Gido sw John Farrelly SDB, Gido sw George F.
McLean OMI (Pai Hoc Cong Gido My), Tién sj Nguyén Dinh
Tuyén, (Vién trwong Tu Vién Fatima, Orsonnens, +1998),
Gido sw Lwong Kim DPinh (+1997), Tién sy Erich Kellner (Vién
tredng, Han Lam Vién Paulus Gesellschaft, Ao-Dirc, +1994).
Riéng d6i v&i Gido sw Zievernich, Vién trwedng Vién Triét Hoc
va Than Hoc Sankt Georgen da c6 nha y moi ching téi tham
dw chwong trinh nghién ctru vé "Tac Péng cua Vatican II sau
50 Nam" va gitt chtrc vu ph6i hop vién phu trach hai mién
Trung Hoa va Viét Nam, cling nhw hai linh muc Tién sy Ha
Van Minh (Frankfurt) va Thac sy Ng6 Cong Hoan S.J.
(Muenchen), da tirng nhan 1o phu ta ching toi trong chwong
trinh nghién ctru phan vé Viét Nam, ngwdi viét mudn van cam
kich. Tac gia ciling ghi nhin long cdm on ddi v&i nhitng c6 vo
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va khich 1é ctia cac hoc vién, hay tham dw vién cda Vién Triét
Hoc va Ton Gido Viét Nam (tai Washington, D.C. va Orange
County), Ban Gido sw va sinh vién cac Vién Than Hoc Sankt
Georgen (Pai Hoc Frankfurt), Vién Thin Hoc Pai Loan tai
Dwong Minh Son (Pai Bic), Vién Than Hoc Tin Lanh Dai Nam,
Phin Khoa Truyén Gido Hoc Dai Hoc Gregoriana, Vién Ton
Gido Hoc, Han LAm Vién Trung Hoa, Bac Kinh, Trudng T6n
Gido Hoc, Pai Hoc Bic Kinh va Vién Than Hoc Pai Hoc
Tubingen. Sw phan ng (c6 vo hay phé binh) néng nhiét cta
ho vé nhirng bai giang thuyét lam chung t6i that cdm dong.
Tac gia cling xin thanh that bay té long biét on hai thw vién
cta Vién Thin Hoc Pai Hoc Phu Nhan (véi Gido sw Tran Xuin
Linh S.J. (Joseph Chen +1987), nguyén Giam déc Thw vién) va
Vién Triét Hoc va Than Hoc Sankt Georgen, Pai Hoc
Frankfurt, da danh cho chung t6i dac phép st dung tw liéu
phong phu cua ho. Sau cuing, nhan dip nay tac gia xin dwoc to
long ghi nhé& cong on cia cac vi 4n su tai Tiéu Ching Vién
Simon Hoa Da Lat, tai cadc Vién Than Hoc, Pai Hoc Urbano
(Roma, Y), Pai Hoc Laterano (Roma, Y), Pai Hoc Innsbruck
(Ao), va Pai Hoc Tubingen (Ptrc), dic biét cac Gido sw Luigi
Bogliolo SDB, Carlo Molari, Cornelio Fabro, Emmanuele Testa
OFM, Paolo Valori S.J., Emerich Coreth S.J., Otto Muck S.J.,
Hans Rotter S.J., Karl Rahner S.J. (+1984), va Hans Kueng. Cau
tuc ngtr "Khong Thay dé may lam nén" néi 1én mot cach hung
hon sy thit ma ngwdi viét luén y thirc va xac tin nhw mot gido
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diéu cta gi¢i han 1Am. Tac gia dic biét tAm niém loi khuyén
khich day bdo cda Linh muc Tran Bdo Thach, nguyén Giam
Poc Tiéu Ching Vién Simon Hoa, Tong Gidam Muc Pellegrino
Ronchi, nguyén Vién Truwdéng Hoc Vién Collegio di San Paolo
(Roma), Linh muc Robert Miribung S.J., nguyén Gidm Péc Hoc
Vién Collegium Canisianum (Innsbruck). Tap sach nay xin
dwogc giri vé quy 4n sw nhw 1 mot két qua nhé mon clia ngudi
hoc sinh dwong c6 gidng dap lai nhitng 1o day bao, khuyén
khich caa quy Thay.

Thuy So'n Tran Vin Poan
Vién Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam,
Washington, D. C. 2001.
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CHU'ONG I: DAN NHAP MOT SUY TU’ THAN HOC

Chwong nay hoan toan viét lai tir tiéu luin "Mo6t Suy Tw
Than Hoc" tirng phat biéu trén Nguyét San Dan Chda. Thuc
vay, sau gan hai chuc nam, khi doc lai bai nay, ching téi thiy
nhirng diéu ma minh cho rang dung trong qua khtt, da tré 1én
10i thoi, thi€u sét, va nhit 1a qua téng quat. Theo 18 thuwong
tinh, khéng nén nhic lai, nén chung téi quyét dinh khong in
lai bai nay trong tip luan van nay, mac du cé nhic téi trong
phan Cam Ta. Tuy vay, thé theo I1&i yéu ciu cia mot sd bang
hitu, va cling dé ghi lai nhirng buéc di chip chitng ctia minh,
ching t6i gilr lai twa dé cta bai viét, nhw 12 mot diu 4n cia
con nguoi It hanh (homo viator) trong lich trinh di tim Thién
Chua ctia minh. Chinh vi thé, nhw ban doc sé nhin ra mot
cach dé dang, tuy bai ndy mang tinh cach dai cwong, tam thoi,
khai 16, song n6 nham bé tic cho bai viét cii. Chinh vi tinh
cach dan nhap phan anh nhitng quan niém cin ban va nhit la
hwéng suy tw vé than hoc Viét Nam clia nguoi viét trong
nhitng nim qua, nén ching t6i c6 y xép bai viét nay nhu la
mot chwong dan nhap. Vi day chi 1a nhitng suy tw vé than hoc,
nén chung to6i khong viét theo hé théng khoa hoc cua luén an,
nham bién minh cho mdt nén than hoc Viét. Chwong dan
nhip nay gom ba phin chinh: phin th nhit phan tinh vé
than hoc. Qua phan nay, ching t6i mudn nhin manh dén cac
giai doan phat trién, nhitng 16i hiéu khac nhau vé than hoc,
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cling nhw tinh chat bit nhat, bit toan cia mon khoa hoc than
hoc. Phin th hai ban vé 16i nhin déng phwong vé than,
thanh, va thé gidi than linh. Phan thit ba, phan tich 16i suy tu,
16i cdm nghiém, ciing nhw 16i hiéu biét va 16i song ciia nguoi
Viét trong twong quan cdia ho v&i Than, thanh va thé gidi
thén linh.

1. Than Hoc trong qua trinh lich st
1.1. Pinh Nghia Thdn Hoc

Tw ngit cdn, than hoc ttc mot mon hoc vé than, vé thé
gi¢i than linh, vé sy hién hitu caa than, vé nhirng tao pham
cda than, va vé su twong giao giira than linh va con nguoi.
bay la mot tri thirc tir trwe giac, hay tr nhitng kinh nghiém,
hay do chinh Thién Chda mac khai. P6é la sy khén ngoan
(sapientia) ma con ngwdi phat hién trong cudc song, trong suw
twong giao v&i thién nhién, va trong nd luc giai quyét nhitng
van nan dinh ménh. Theo mét nghia khac, than hoc ciing la
mot mon nhin thirc vé su viéc, vé phwong thé, vé 1y do ciing
nhu vé cach thé thin thanh xuit hién (hay mac khai) cho con
ngudi. Thanh Au-Co-Tinh (St. Augustinus, 354-430) xép mén
nay vao loai khoa hoc nhan thirc (scientia). Do d6, nhw thanh
Au-Co-Tinh nhan dinh, thin hoc 1a mét mén khoa hoc vé
nhitng suw kién, dit kién x4y ra trong khong gian va thoi gian
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giup ching ta nhan ra (suy luan, rationem) Thién Chuda cling
nhu rao gidng (sermonem) vé Ngai. Tuy nhién, mét mon than
hoc ludén phai bao gdm ca sw khon ngoan 1an nhan thitc khoa
hoc vé Thién Chda. V&i Georg Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831)
va trwong phai cta triét gia, than hoc 1a mén nghién ciru vé
cach thé, vé luin ly, vé nguyén do cling nhw vé muc dich cta
s kién Than thanh xuit hién, mac khai, nhip thé, ciru chudc
nhan loai. V&i nhitng thin hoc gia bi anh hwdng cda
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), than hoc tré thanh mot moén
nhan thirc hoc mang nhiém vu thiét Iap nhirng pham tru (hay
diéu kién tat yéu) trong céng viéc nhan thic vé Thuong DE
va dao dirc. V&i nhitng nha than hoc bi anh hwéng cia Kant
va Martin Heidegger (1889-1976), than hoc c6 trach nhiém
giip con nguwoi nhan thitrc ra hitru han tinh ctia con nguwoi, va
do dé mé rong con dwong tién veé siéu viét. Véi nhitng nguoi
chiu anh hwéng cia Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), Martin
Heidegger qua Rudolf Bultmann (1884-), thi than hoc khéng
chi nham dén Thwong D& ma con vé chinh con ngwoi, mot
con nguoi suy tw vé ban chit cia minh, mot ban chit thin
linh hay mdt ban chat hw v, hay vé hitu han tinh, vé nhitng
pham tru nhén sinh. Riéng gi¢i than hoc gia theo triét Iy hanh
dong ctia Karl Marx (1818-1883), thi than hoc nham téi hai
muc dich, pha bé nhitng diéu kién lam con nguwoi nd 1€, vong
than va tao ra diéu kién dé ho dat téi mot con nguwdi chin
thwc mang thién tinh; d6 1a con ngwoi Kitd, da dwoc giai
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thoat. Gido sw Karl Rahner S.J. (1904-1984), than hoc gia cia
thé ky 20 dwa ra mét dinh nghia tong hop nhirng 16i nhin
trén: "Than hoc 1a mét nén khoa hoc dirc tin." Dinh nghia nay
bao gom: (1) D6 la mot 16i hiéu va y thirc dwoc sw mac khai
cua Thién Chuda trong dtrc tin, qua sw hién hitu cua sy vat
trong thién nhién, va qua sy twong thong véi cic chu thé
khac. (2) Khoa hoc dtrc tin la mét suy tw theo phwong phap ly
tri phé phan (hay phan tv mot cach phwong phap va phé
binh, critical and methodical reflection) tuy hop véi nhitng
doi twong khac biét song hwdéng vé dirc Kitd, tirc suy tw vé tac
dong (thwc thi) va "noi dung" ctia dtc tin (cta Kitd hiru va
Gido hoi).

Trir dinh nghia ctia Rahner, ching ta thiy rang, néu than
hoc dwoc hiéu theo nhitng nghia trén, chiing ta dé dang nhan
ra tit ca qua trinh dién bién, cling nhw nhitng phat trién va
khé khin cda bat cir mot nén than hoc nao dwa trén nhirng
nguyén ly can ban nay. Trudéc khi di vao sw khé khin cia moi
nén than hoc ké trén, ching ta cin phai chdp nhin mét sy
kién 1 chwa c6 mot dinh nghia nao diy da vé than hoc, ngay
ca dinh nghia ctia thanh T6-Ma (Thomas Aquinas, 1225-
1274), trng dwoc Giao hoi Cong gidao cong nhan nhw la mot
dinh nghia chinh thirc. Pay la mét sw kién giai thich sy phat
trién cda than hoc; nhwng diy ciing 1a mét diém twa dé ching
ta c6 ly khi di tim ki€ém mot nén than hoc Viét, véi mot dinh
nghia c6 thé khac biét v&i cic dinh nghia trén, hay ngay ca
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khi khéng dong nhat v&i dinh nghia chinh thirc cia Gido hoi
La Ma. Diém quan trong, tuy khac biét vé cach thé hiéu, séng,
biéu t4, song than hoc Viét van dwa trén mot dirc tin nhw than
hoc chinh thirc cia Gido hoi me.

1.1.1. Thir nhdt, moi nha than hoc, moi trwong phai
than hoc, c6 1€ chi tp trung vao mot khia canh nao d6 nhw
chung ta da nhic trén. Song viéc quan trong hon ca c6 18 do 1a
lam thé nao dé chirng minh c6 than, cé thanh; th t&i mai la
viéc m6 ta than thanh xuit hién nhw thé nao; sau nira mai téi
viéc phai truy tim nguyén do tai sao than thanh phai ctru do
ching ta; va sau cung, d6 1a vé ciu hoi chung ta c6 thé tré
thanh than, thanh thidnh dwoc khéng, va lam thé nao dé
thanh thanh, thanh thin? Sw thanh céng hay m&i la cia mot
nén than hoc dwoc xét doan tir thanh qua (hay 16i giai dap)
nhirng vin nan trén. Néi cich chung, nén thin hoc Kitb gido
thwong hay tip trung vao hai ciu hoi thir nhat va cudi cung.
Cau hoi thir nhat phat sinh ra thin hoc cin ban va than hoc
tin ly, trong khi cAu hoi cuéi dé ra nén than hoc bi tich, phung
vu va muc vu. Trong bai nay, chung to6i tap trung vao nhitng
van nan lién quan t&i ciu hoi thir nhat, tirc nhirng khé khan
ctia nén than hoc can ban.

1.1.2. Noi cdach chung, nén than hoc tw thoi Philo Do
Thai (Philo Judaeus, +40 A.D.) va Clemens Alexandria (150-
215), thoi cao diém clia hoc phéi tan Plato véi thanh Au-Co-
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Tinh cho té&i thoi thanh T6-Ma, déu tip trung vao nhitrng vin
nan cua nén than hoc can ban, tirc lam thé nao dé chirng
minh sw hién hitu ctia Thién Chua, lam thé nao dé hiéu dwoc
nhitng mau nhiém nhw Thién Chua Ba Ng6i, sw nhip thé cta
dirc Kitd, sw chét va sdng lai cia Ngai.

Néu doi véi thanh Au-Co-Tinh, trong diém ctda than hoc
la gidi thoat, va do d6 s hién hitu ciia Thién Chua chi c6 thé y
thirc dwgc qua tinh yéu ctia Ngwdi, thi véi thanh To-Ma, trong
tdm cua thin hoc phai khéi diu véi cong viéc chirng minh sw
hién hiru ctia Thién Chua, véi nhitng yéu tinh cta Ngai, véi
nhitng cong trinh sadng tao cua Ngai, v&i ly do tai sao Ngai tac
tao con ngudi, va tai sao Ngai cttu chudc con ngudi. Néu Au-
Co-Tinh nhin dinh than hoc nhw chinh 1a gido 1y Kit6, va bat
c nén triét hoc hay khoa hoc chin thit nao ciing phai dua
t¢i dao Chua, thi T6-Ma c¢6 1€ di ngwoc lai. Thanh nhan chu
trwong than hoc khong nhait thiét hoan toan déng nghia véi
dao ly Kitd gido. Nhu triét hoc va cic khoa hoc khac, song hon
cac moén khoa hoc khac, than hoc 1a mot mon nhan thirc troi
vuot (par excellence) vé Thién Chua va cac tao phdm cua
Ngai. T4t cd nhitng ludn thuyét vé dic tin, cac bi tich, cling
nhw vé ban chit ctia con ngwoi déu dwoc gidi thich mot cach
nhit quan theo luin ly dwa trén nhirng nguyén ly than hoc ké
trén. Néu theo thanh Au-Co-Tinh va truyén théng Gido phu,
dic tin Kitd gido vao nhirng tin diéu nhw Thién Chda Ba Ngoi,
toi Nguyén T6... khong thé chirng minh song chi c6 thé cdm
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nghiém qua chinh dtc tin, thi d6i v&i thanh T6-Ma va truyén
théng Aristoteles, cac tin diéu trén cé thé hiéu va chirng minh
dwoc, nho vao ly tri va sw nhin thirc khoa hoc vé nhitng dinh
luat thiy trong thé gi¢i tw nhién. Nim con dwong, hay nam
16i chirng minh sy hién hitu ciia Thién Chta ma triét nhin
phat trién tir nguyén ly nhan qua la nhirng suy tw khoa hoc tir
nhitng quy luit chung thiy trong thé gi¢i tw nhién, cling nhw
tir chinh cdm nghiém ctia con ngudi vé cac cip bac gia tri cua
hitu thé. Viy nén, than hoc theo triét nhin ciing gin dong
nghia v&i siéu hinh hoc, ma siéu hinh hoc la mét mon hoc
truy nguyén ban thé (substantia), ban chit (essentia) cia con
nguwoi, ma ban thé clia con ngudi 12 mot thanh phan nam
ngay trong chinh ban thé ctia Thién Chta. Hiéu nhw vy, than
hoc khdéng chi nhim dén minh chitng (demonstratio
secundum quidditatem), hay chirng minh (demonstratio
secundum logicam) sw hién hiru ctia Thién Chua theo luat tw
nhién, ma con la mot sw tuyén xwng dic tin (professio fidei)
vao Ngai qua chinh sy tham dw ctia con nguwoi (participatio)
vao ban thé cta Thién Chua. Hay néi cach khdc, tuyén xwng la
mot nhin thic tién nghiém (transcendental knowledge) vé
Thién Chua. Chung ta chi nhan ra Thién Chuda la chinh Ban
Thé uyén nguyén (primum Esse), Thién Chua la Hitu thé tw
than (ipsum Esse), 1a Hitu thé tw hitu (Esse subsistens
seipsum), nho vao sw viéc ching ta c¢6 thé nhin ra dwoc
chinh sy tham dw ban thé ctia cic hiru thé khac (Ens qua
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Ens), tirc cia chinh ching ta vao trong Ban thé uyén nguyén
cua Thién Chua. N6i theo ngdén ngit binh dan, chinh qua con
nguoi, chinh qua thé gidi, chinh qua luit tw nhién, va chinh
qua suw tham du cua chinh chidng ta ma ching ta nhan ra sy
hién dién, cling nhw Thién y cia Thién Chua. Sw kién nhép thé
va nhép thé cia dic Kité qua con ngwdi Giésu khong chi néi
lén miu nhiém lam nguwoi (c6 thin xac, incarnatio,
Menschenwerdung), song con xac dinh vi tri bat kha khuyét
ciia con nguwoi trong lich st ctru do.

1.1.3. Nhw chiing téi dd nhdc qua, than hoc phai doi
dén thé ky 12 méi dwoc cong nhidn nhw mét hoc khoa
(scientia) dwoc nghién ciu tai cic vién Than hoc theo
phuwong phap khoa hoc vao thoi dé. Theo khuynh huwéng nay,
tin ly (sacra doctrina) dwoc xay dwng, va hop ly hoa theo cac
nguyén tic khoa hoc ctia Aristoteles (nhw Aristoteles da phat
trién trong phan thi hai cia Metaphysica vé Phan tich). Tt
day, than hoc dwoc hi€u nhuw 1a mot khoa hoc vé thién thé
dong hang v&i todn hoc va vat ly. Tlr diy, nén thin hoc phat
trién rong ra cac b0 moén nhw sw cru d6 cua Thién Chada
(Oikonomia) va lich st clru d6 cta con ngwoi (historia
salvationis). Nhung cling vao thoi ndy, thin hoc bat dau dwoc
phan loai theo ba tiéu chuin: (1) tiéu chuin th& nhit dua
theo lich st ciia ctru do tir Cwu Udc téi Tan Udc, d6 1a nén
thin hoc lich st (auditus fidei) (2) trong khi tiéu chuln tht
hai theo 1y tri, d6 1a mot nén than hoc tin ly (intellectus fidei)
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va (3) tiéu chuin th& ba dwa trén thwc hanh dao dtrc, d6 la
nén thian hoc muc vu (praxis fidei). Lé tit nhién, mot phan
loai nhw vy khong dwgc ro rang, bai 1€ trong bat cr mot nén
than hoc nao, ching ta cling thiy nhirng yéu tinh ctia cic nén
than hoc khéc.

1.2. Nhitng Kho Khan
1.2.1. Thdan nhw la Péi twong cua cdai Hoc

Nén than hoc truyén théng van coi Thién Chda (Thuong
bé, Than) méi chinh 14 d6i twong (objectum in se ipso) cta
mon khoa hoc than hoc. Chinh vi thé ma trong diém (the
objective) cia thin hoc tin 1y 1a l1am sao c6é thé chitrng minh
tinh cich chin thit, hay su hién thwc cia Thuwong Dé. Nhw
chung tbi da tam nhac trong doan trén, tit ca nén than hoc tir
thanh Phaold cho téi Jacques Maritain (1882-1973), cac dai
than hoc gia nhw cac thanh Au-Co-Tinh, An-Son (Anselmus
Cantuarensis, 1033-1109), Bonaventura (1221-1274), Té6-
Ma, hay cac triét gia nhw Duns Scotus (1266-1308), William
Ockham (1300-1350, George Berkeley (1685-1753).. déu
khéi dau véi mot nén tri thire luAn nham dit nén tang cho
dic tin. Song, nhuw chinh cic ngai di nhin ra, chwa ai c6 thé
chirng minh dwgc moét cach thoéa dang sy hién hiru caa
Thwong DE. William Ockham dong Phan-Sinh 1a ngwoi dau
tién xac nhin sw khé khan cda bat c mot luin chirng nao vé
than thanh (t&c "than nghi ludn," theodicea). Nha thin hoc
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Tin lanh Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher (1768-1834)
cling nhan ra khé khan nay khi 6ng muén xay dung mét mon
khoa hoc than hoc. Trong doan nay, ching t6i xin dwoc phép
khéng di vao chi tiét ctia cudc tranh luin vé sy hién hiru cta
Thwong D€, ma chi tdm gon nhirng khé khan ciia mot nén
than hoc chi dwa trén Théan, va coi Than nhw la déi twong cta
no.

Thi nhit, ching ta lam sao c¢6 thé minh chirng Than néu
Than chwa tirng la doi twong? Song néu coi Than 1a mot ddi
twong, thi ta chwa han cé thé nhan (nhin, nghe, cdm) ra dwoc
mot doi twong nhw vay, badi 1€, nhw ching ta biét, mot doi
twong vat ly (physical object) nhw bat cr vat thé nao, hay
nhuw mot con ngudi thé 1y, c6 thé dwoc nhan ra mot cach dé
dang nho vao ngii quan. Mot do6i twong nhw cam giac, cam
tinh (tic déi twong tAm ly, psychological object) cling c6 thé
nhin ra dwoc, song kh6 khin hon nhiéu. Song mét déi twong
tadm linh (spiritual object) nhw vdn ho4, tinh than thwc khé c6
thé nhén ra, bdi 1 ndé vwot khéi cdm quan. Nhw Kant tirng
nhin dinh, mot d6i twong nhw vy chi cé thé hiéu dugc mot
cach tién thién nh¢ vao nhirng pham tru ly tri thuin tiy. Hon
ca doi twong tinh thin, Thwong Dé vo hinh, vo su, vo thanh va
hoan toan siéu viét khoi thé gidi cia con ngwdi, ma ngay ca ly
tri cling khong thé hi€éu. M6t d6i twong nhw thé lam sao c6
thé nhin ra dwoc? Néu kinh nghiém cda con nguoi bi han ché
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bé&i khong gian, va thoi gian cling nhw co thé, thi lam sao c6
thé nhan ra dwgc Than nho vao nhirng kinh nghiém han hep?

Thir t&i, néu khong thé minh chirng, ching ta c6 thé
chirng minh (demonstratio per logicam) dwgc chang? Lé di
nhién, chirng minh khoéng nhat thiét cin phai dwa trén kinh
nghiém, hay phai dwoc thwc chirng. Ching ta c6 thé dung ly
luan (arguments), luan ly (logic) hay nguyén ly (by
principles) nhw ludn ching htru thé hoc (thanh An-Son), ludn
chirng nhan qua va gia tri (thanh T6-Ma), ludn chirng bat kha
nghi (Descartes), luan chirng vii tru (Teilhard de Chardin),
luan chirng tién nghiém (Joseph Maréchal, Karl Rahner,
Johannes B. Lotz, Bernhard Lonergan), luan chirng hién sinh
(Maritain)... Song nhw ching téi da nhac phét qua, tit ca
nhirng luin chirng trén tuy rat dang theo hinh thic, song lai
gap khé khidn ngay trong chinh tién dé. B&i 1€, néu Thuong
bé 1a mot dbi twong, thi doi twong d6 phai ré rang, minh bach
(theo Descartes), song tit cad nhirng luin c trén chi c6 thé
chi cho ching ta thdy mot kha thé cia Thwong Dé, chir khong
thé chi ra dwoc chinh Thwong D& N6i cach khac, néu coi
Than, thdnh nhw 1a d6i twong cia khoa hoc thin hoc, thi kha
thé chwa phai 1a do6i twong (nhw thdy dong Gaudillus tirng
phé binh thanh An-Son). Ching ta thiy, tién dé chi 1a kha thé,
ma kha thé thi can phdi dwoc chirng minh va minh ching.
Tuy nhién, nhw da s6 cac than hoc gia tirng nhin dinh, nén
than hoc truyén thong khéng thé chirng minh sy hién that
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cua tién dé. Mot chirng minh chwa téi ciing dich van chwa tién
bo hon dwoc ludn ct dwa trén dc tin, tirc tin dé hiéu:
"credere ut intelligere," hay "credo ut intelligam" ctia thanh
An-Son. Ma dic tin lai khéng thé minh ching hay chirng
minh dwoc, ngay ca khi chiing ta c6 y dat dirc tin trong pham
tru ctia niém tin (khoa hoc). N6i cach khac, tit ca nhirng
chirng minh (cho du khoa hoc té¢i diu) ciing khéng thé chi ra
(to show) hay xac dinh (to indicate) Thwong Pé. Nhw thé,
ching ta lai roi vao cai hé phi ly ma Tertullianus (160?-2207?)
tirng tuyén bd vao thé ky th& ba: "Credo quia absurdum -
Chinh vi hoang dwong ma toi tin!"

Cling phai néi thém 13, tit cd nhitng luin c& trén déu
mang mot tinh chit mao hiém, hodc pham vao mot 16i "luan
ly thang phdng," "danh lin con den" (strawman-fallacy) va
"ludn ly danh phé" (gamble-fallacy) "dwoc dn cd nga vé
khong." Nhitng 16i luin ly nay cho rang chung ta bat budc
phai chdp nhin c6 mét Thwong DE, néu khong ching ta sé roi
vao ho phi ly (ad absurdum). Chinh vi khéng thé nghiém
chirng tién dé, nén chiing ta bat budc phai tin. L6i ly luan trén
quén di rang, tri thirc luén phat trién, rang nhirng nhan thic
khoa hoc khong thé dirng khung tai chd, rang nhitng ludn
chirng trén chwa di t&i cing cuc, rang néu mot ngay nao do,
ching ta nhin ra tinh chat bit toan, bat tic, hay gia ta cla
tién dé, tat ca nén than hoc sé d6 vo.
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Mot diém thiéu sét khac ma cac than hoc gia da tirng
nhan ra, d6 1a ching ta khong thé dung hiru han dé do lwong
vb han, dwa vao bit tri dé€ hiéu hiru tri, va dung khuyét tri dé
t&i toan tri. Néi mot cach cu thé, lam sao mot con nguwdi hiru
han, bat tri, bit toan... c6 thé hiéu dwoc Thwong DE vé han,
toan tri, toan ning? Loi luin c theo thuyét twong tu, twong
rng (argumentum per analogiam) theo ki€u "nhin sao, vit
viy," khéng nhirng khong chinh xiac, ma con rit nguy hiém.
Néu "nhén sao vit viy," thi ching ta ciing cé thé ddo nguoc
lai thanh mo6t ménh dé "vat sao nhan viy." M6t ménh dé nhw
thé sé sa vao ho hoac ctia phiém thin coi van vit déu la thin
thanh (Thales, Spinoza), hodc cua vo than nhw thiy trong cac
ly thuyét nhan-thdn hoc trong thé gi¢i Homer va trong nén
triét hoc nhan hoc ciia Feuerbach.

No6i tém lai, néu Than khong phai 1a doi twong, thi lam
sao c6 thé chirng minh, nhén thirc, va cdm nghiém. Song néu
Than ciing chi 1a d6i twong nhw cac doi twong khac, thi khong
phdi 1a Than nira: "DPao kha dao, phi thwong dao." Hon nira,
néu Than 1a mot do6i twong ma ching ta c6 thé hiéu biét dé
dang, thi Thin khong con 1a Thin; song néu la mot déi twong
tuyét d6i vo han, thi ching ta khong bao gior c6 thé hiéu dwoc
Than mét cich tron ven. T4t cd nhitng khé khan trén cho
ching ta thiy rang, néu than hoc theo nghia cia mot nén
khoa hoc théng thwong, 14y chinh Thuwong Dé lam d6i twong
dé nghién ctru, thi mot mén than hoc nhw vay sé roi vao ho
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phi ly cta lwéng dao ludn: Néu Than khoéng phai 1a d6i twong
thi chung ta khong thé chirng minh, song néu Than la mét déi
twong tuyét doéi, thi ching ta cling khong thé chirng minh
duorc.

R&t cuc, nhidu than hoc gia va triét gia bat budc phai tré
lai tAm dao lai minh tri thé gi¢i than linh. Minh tri 1a mét tri
thirc trec tiép nhan ra cung dich, va do do6 né truc tiép dan
téi dirc tin, ma dic tin, theo truyén thong cta thuyét tin
Plato thdy noi thanh Au-Co-Tinh va An-Son khéng can déi
twong, va khong thé hiéu dwoc theo ludn ly thong thwong.
Credo ut intelligam cda thdnh An-Son noéi 1én tinh chat wu
tién va siéu hinh, siéu ly caa dtrc tin.

1.2.2. Thdan Hoc va Nhdan Hoc

Mot 16i suy tw vé thin hoc nhw thé khong thé giai quyét
dwgc nhitng kh6 khan ma gi¢i than hoc hién dai da nhéin ra
nhuw ching t6i néu ra & phan trén. D€ gidi quyét, nhirng nha
triét hoc duy ly, duy tAm va duy vt di dwa ra ba phwong thé:

Chirng minh Than chi la mét quan niém hay y niém
Chirng minh Théan chi 1a tinh than

Chirng minh Than chi 18 mot sdn phdm cia chinh con
nguoi
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Vi pham vi cla bai viét, ching t6i sé khong di sdu vao
moi luan ctt, ma chi trinh bay ching mot cach gian lwoc, dé
chiing ta c6 thé nhan ra mot cach dé dang nhitng sai lam cla
chung.

Thi nhat, néu Than, thanh chi la nhitng quan niém hay y
niém, thi diu rang nhitng quan niém nay c6 that, cling chuwa
chac 1a Than hay Thanh hién hiru. L&i 1y luan theo Plato, cho
rang thuc tai khong thé hoan thién bang quan niém, do do
quan niém vé Than c6 thwc... khong thé chirng minh dwoc 1a
Than hién hiru. Ngay ca ludn ci¢ ciia thanh An-Son, mét luin
cr hoan bi hon luan cir ctia Plato ciing van khong thé chirng
minh dwoc sw hién hitu cia Thwong Pé. Theo thanh nhén,
néu ching ta cho rang ngay khi suy tw ta c6 thé dat t&i ban
chat (essentia) tuyét ddi, thi mot ban chit nhw thé chwa han
da hién hitu. Thé nén, An-Son nhan dinh, thtr nhit, Thién
Chda 1a mo6t Ban chit ma ching ta khong thé nghi c6 mét cai
chi vi dai hon nita (id quo maius cogitari non potest). Th
tdi, tuyét doi (hoan thién) phai bao gom hién hitru va quan
niém. Chi c¢6 sw hién hitu dich thwc méi "lén" hon cai ma
ching ta c6 thé nghi t&i, thé nén do6i véi An-Son, Thién Chda
tuyét d6i khéng chi trong tw duy ma con phai trong hién thue.
Néi tém lai, quan niém cho rang Thién Chda hoan hién, tw no
da bao ham hién htru. Mot lun c nhuw vy thuc té chi 1a mot
16i choi chir mét cach tinh vi. Thanh nhin chwa nhin ra dwoc
vai tro cua tri twéng twong, cling nhw mat trai cua ngén ngi.
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Trong 6c twdng twong clia con ngwdi, hoan thién (tuyét doi)
la mot téng hop ctia nhirng cai chi ma con nguoi hién dwong
biét va cho 1a t6t ma thoi. Thi du déi véi nhitng nguoi Viét
Nam théng thwdng vao thap nién 1960, cai méng "an com
TAu, & nha Tay, 1dy vo Nhat" 1a mot 1y twdng hoan thién, y hét
nhw cai mong hoan thién cia ngudi hoc sinh nghéo vao cung
thoi, bi han hep vao "but Parker, dong hé Omega, 4o
Montagut." Ngoai ra, hoan thién con dwgc hiéu theo dinh
nghia "t man" hay "khong thiéu sét, khong sai 1am, khong c6
hai..." Ma khong sai lam, khong thiéu sét... cling c6 thé chi néi
1én tinh trang bat tri, hay tri thirc bat tic ctia chung ta. Mot
tré tho khong hiéu chi, né cling chang biét chi 1a sai hay quiy.
Nhuw viy 1am sao ching ta c6 thé tré tho 1a hoan thién? Piém
khac, ban gia tri cia chung ta bién chuyén véi su tién héa cla
con nguwdi. Vao thoi dn 16ng & 16, con ngudi chic han hiéu
hoan thién khac v&i con ngwdi van minh ngay nay, va ching
ta cling khong thé hiéu hoan thién theo cling nghia v&i nhirng
nguoi trong twong lai.

Th& dén, néu Than chi 13 tinh thAn, thi tinh than chuwa
han hién hittru mot cach tién thién, song rat cé thé chi phat
hién trong pham vi cia mét thoi dai, xa hoi, ching tdc, quéc
gia, van van. Thin theo nghia nay chi néi 1én cai cong tinh,
cong thirc cling nhw nhirng khat vong chung cia mot giéng
ngudi, mot loai xa hoi... ma théi. Néi theo ngon ngir cia Kant,
thi mot quan niém Than nhw viy chi c6 tinh cich tién
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nghiém. P6 c6 nghia 13, quan niém Than dwgc hinh thanh qua
kinh nghiém tip thé, song mang tinh chit xac dinh anh
hwdng téi tri thire. MOt tinh thidn nhw vy, khong thé 1a "ding
muon thud," ¢ trwedc tw mudn doi, va chiac han khong phai la
nguyén ly t6i hdu, ding Tw Hiru, Ty Tai, ddng V6 Thuy Vo
Chung.

Y thtrc dwoc khé khan cda 16i suy tw duy than ctia Hy La
nay, Hegel giai thich Tinh than nhw la Pdng lwc cta lich st.
Theo Hegel, Tinh than ty minh l1a Toan Ly (Logos, Vernunft)
hién hitu trong lich st vii tru; dong thoi cling 1a Pong tinh
(Pong lwc) khién lich st tién vé Toan My, Toan Thién, Chin
Ly theo luat clia Toan Ly. Mdi mot giai doan lich stt, m6i mot
x4 hoi, vdn ho4, nghé thuit... déu 1a nhirng biéu hién (hay mic
khai) khac nhau cta Tinh Than. Song néu di sdu vao mdi cach
bi€u hién (mic khai) cia moi giai doan, ta déu nhan ra la
Tinh Than xuit hién theo luit cha Toan Ly. D6 c6 nghia I3,
giai doan sau hoan hdo hon giai doan trwdc. Tinh thin Kit6
biéu hién trong sw hoan toan cta Tinh Than. Dirc Kitd 1a ding
hoan hao tuyét doi béi 18 Ngai tw mic khai nhw 1a mot tong
hop gitra Than va Nhan, nhw 1a chinh Toan Ly bao gobm Thién
ly va Nhan 1y, nhw 1a Toan My bao gom nghé va thuit, cam
tinh va ly tinh, van van.

Sau nita, néu Than chi la mdt sdn phdm cta con nguoi,
dwoc twdng twong theo 16i nhin cia con ngwdi, mot 16i nhin
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ma cac d6 dé cuc ta cua Hegel tirng réu rao, thi ching ta cling
khé c6 thé twdng twong dwoc sw kién qué hi hiru, do6 1a viéc
con ngudi bi khéng ché bédi nhitng diéu do chinh ho tirng
twdng twong ra. Thé nén, cho rang Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-
1872) tirng tuyén bé tén gido, va Thwong D€ chi la san pham
(tAm ly) ma con nguwoi tw tao dé théa man diéu ma ho tirng
wéc ao ma khong thé cb, ddu rang Marx coi ton gido chila 4
phién, nhirng tam tinh ton gido chi phan rng cai bi tham cta
thé gi¢i, va thin hoc chi 13 moét nén nhan hoc 16n nguorc,
ching ta van thiy 1a nhitng ly thuyét ctia ho khong thé phu
dinh dwoc Thwong DE. Nguwoc lai, nhitng phé binh ton gido
cta ho chi chirng minh dwoc mét diéu, dé 1a su thiét yéu cia
Thwong PE trong cudc séng ciia con nguwoi. Thir nhit, néu
Thwong Dé khong cé hién hitu, va chi la mét sdn phim cta 6c
twdng twong, hay 1a mot san pham con nguwoi tw tao dé thoa
man, thi tai sao con nguwdi khong thé vat bo Ngai sau khi da
thod man, hwdng thu, nhw nhitng d6 choi 16i thoi? Néu
Thwong D€ chi 1a nhitng cdu chuyén hoang dwong, thi tai sao
Ngai khong bao gio qua di, hay bi quén lang nhw nhitng nhan
vat huyén thoai? Néu ngai chi 1a nhitng sdn pham cia cai 6c
man di, da man, thé thién (Auguste Comte, 1798-1857) thi tai
sao ngay khi con ngwdi van minh tién b, ton gido van khong
bi khoa hoc thay thé? Va, chuyén nwc cwoi hon ca, dé 1a néu
Ngai khong bao gi¢r hién hitu, thi cac nha bac hoc théng minh
nhw Marx hay cac triét gia tai ba nhw Nietzsche, Jean-Paul
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Sartre (1905-1980)... ctr gao thét doi giét lam chi? thi cAc nha
khoa hoc (ton gido, tam ly, xa hoi) c phai nan 6c, dao béi tim
ra cho bang dwoc "xwong cdt trong 1ong cai trirng ga" lam gi
nhi?

N6i mét cach chung, cho du theo bat cit 16i nhin nao,
nhitng ngwdi chu treong nén nhan hoc, nhat l1a nhitng nguoi
theo chd nghia nhan ban v6 than, va cha trweong bt kha tri
luan, cling déu pht dinh thin hoc theo y nghia cda truyén
théng. Ho dé nghi mét nén nhin hoc thay thé than hoc. Song
ho khong thé giai thich mot cdch thoa dang nén nhan hoc nay,
cang khong thé phu dinh Than 1a mot doi twong cia bt clr
mot nén nhan hoc nao.

1.2.3. Sw Dién Bién ciia Thdn Hoc

Ttr mot khia canh gido héi hoc, than hoc tip trung vao
ciru canh, tirc 1am thé nao méi c6 thé dwoc clru dd, va nho
vao gi, nho vao ai, va & trong méi truedng nao, con ngudi méi
dwoc ciru d6. Twong tw, Thién Chda dung phwong tién nao,
qua ai, va dung hinh thirc (thai) nao dé ctru chudc nhan loai,
dé dén véi con ngudi.

Tl mot suy tw trén, doi twgng ctia than hoc dan da ciling
bién do6i. Biy gio, trong tAm cua thin hoc khong con 1a chinh
déi twong (Thién Chda) song la ctru cdnh, phwong tién va moi
tredong (medium), tirc la chinh Gido hoi véi nhirng bi tich va
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nghi 1& (thirc). R6i gan day, trong tAm cda than hoc lai tré vé
véi dire Kit6, hay Kitd tinh. N6i cach chung, sw bién doi cta
than hoc nhw m6t moén hoc vé Thién Chda sang thin hoc nhw
la mon hoc vé Gido hoi (duy Gido Hoi, Ecclesio-centrism), roi
vé Kitd (duy Kit6, Christo-centrism), téi Lich st Ciru do, va
roi phat réng ra thanh Thién hoc tiec Duy Than (Theo-
centrism) theo Paul Knitter, qua cac giai doan sau: (1) Chi c6
qua chinh Gido hoi, con ngwdi méi dugc ctru réi (Ecclesio-
centrism), va qua d6 Thién Chia dén v&i con nguoi, (2) chi
qua chinh dirc Kitd ma thién nhan twong dit (Constitutive
Christo-centrism), ma con nguwdi dwgc cttu do, (3) chi nho
vao Kitd tinh (Normative Christo-centrism) ma con nguoi
méi thanh thanh, va (4) chi nho vao Than tinh (Theo-
centrism) ma than hoc méi mang day da y nghia ctda né. Vi
pham vi gi&i thiéu cda bai viét, ching téi xin dwoc lwdt qua
nhirng di€ém chinh yéu ma théi:

(1) Than Hoc va Giao Hoi Hoc

Thi nhat, nén than hoc nay coi Gido hdi (Ecclesia) nhw
1a nhiém tich, 1a than thé ctia dic Kitd, nén 1& tit nhién, Gido
hoi phai la trung tim, trong diém va la déi twong chinh cua
than hoc. Thi¥ t&i, nén than hoc nay ciing coi Gido hoi nhw 1a
céng thé clia moi nguoi tin vao dirc Kitd, ma chi qua céng thé
nhw viy, ching ta méi c¢6 thé tham dw vao nhiém tich dworc.
Tiép téi, mot cong thé nhw vy dwoc chinh dire Kit6 thiét 1ap,
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c6 quyén ban phat bi tich (ngwoi tha cho ai, ngwoi d6 dwoc
tha; ngwoi cAm budc ai, ngwoi dé bi cAm budc), nén lubn co6
suw hién dién cda Ngai. Vi nhitng tin Iy nay, ma nén than hoc
nay quda quyét: "khéng cé clru dd ngoai Gido hoi" (extra
Ecclesiam, nulla salus).

Cho t&i cong dong Tridentino (1534-1549), mét 16i nhin
trén cting khong cé thay do6i bao nhiéu, tuy céng déng hiéu
nghia "gido héi" va "rtra t0i" mot cach rong rai hon. Nhirng
nguoi wéc mudn theo dao (baptism of desire), hay rira toi
bang Thanh Linh (t& dao) dwoc chdp nhan nhw 1a mot thanh
phan ctia Gido hoi. Loi nhin nay mé rong cho mot 16i hiéu mébi
vé than hoc: doi twong va citru cdnh cda thin hoc chinh 1a dic
Kitd. Va lich st ctru chudc cling nhw héng 4n Thién Chda do
va qua chinh dtc Kit6. Chinh vi vay, on ctru do ctia Chua ban
phat cho tit ca nhirng ai tin, hay lam theo Thanh y ctia Ngai,
ngay ca khi ho khong phai 1a thanh phan cda Gido héi. Véi
mot 16i nhin nhw vy, trung tim cta thin hoc khéng con la
Gido hoi, ma la dic Kito.

(2) Than Hoc va Kit6 Hoc

Néu d6i twong, chd thé va cha dé cda than hoc 1a chinh
dic Kitd, chiing ta c6 thé néi, thin hoc Kité gido chinh 13 Kitd
hoc. Nguwoi chd treong 161 nhin nay chinh 1a Karl Rahner.
Rahner ly ludn nhw sau: (1) Thi nhat, dé 1a sw ciru chudc cua
Thién Chta danh cho tit cd nhan loai, chi* khong chi cho
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nguwdi Do Thai hay cho nhitng gido hitru ma théi, va (2) tht
toi, con ngwdi mang ban tinh xa hoi. Ttr hai nguyén ly trén,
Rahner di t&i mét két ludn nhuw sau: Néu thanh y Chia muén
ban hong an cho tit ca nhan loai, thi héng 4n cia Ngai phai
mang tinh chat xa hoi (trc mic 1dy mot than thé cé tinh chat
lich str va xa hoi). Néi cach khac, chi qua mot "than thé lich st
va xa hoi" nhw viy, hong 4n ctia Chia méi téi tit cd moi
nguwoi. Ma thin thé cé tich cach xa hoi va lich sit ndy khong
phai chi hon la chinh cac ton gido. Nhw vay, dic Kitd, mot
hong an tuyét voi Chda ban, ludn hién dién trong cic ton
gido. MOt nén than hoc nhw trén tip trung vao chinh dirc Kito.
Va 1€ tit nhién dwa t&i mot két ludn kha tdo bao: (1) céc tin
hiru trong cac ton gido khac, vi déu c6 hong an ctia Chda nén
déu la nhitng Kité hitu ndc danh (anonymous Christians), (2)
sw hién dién ctia Chta qua hong 4n cia Ngai vwot khoi gidi
han cda Gido hoi Kité gido, va (3) hong 4n ctia Chiia khéng hé
thudc Gido hoi, song ndm ngay trong dirc Kitd. Dirc Kitd, qua
con ngwoi Giésu (cta thi trdn) Nazareth, méi chinh 1a nguyén
nhin va can ban ciu thanh sy ciru chudc nhan loai. Hong an
cia Chda hién hién qua Gido hoi, khong phai vi chinh Gido
hoi, song vi sy hién dién cta di&c Kito trong Gido hoi. Tuy
hong an cda Chua hién dién noi cac ton gido khac, song chuwa
mang tinh chat toan dién nhw thay trong Gido héi, va nhuw vy
céc ton gido khac van chi c6 tinh chit dan duong t¢i dire Kitd
(praeparatio evangelica) ma thoi.
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(3) Than Hoc va Kit6é Tinh hay Kité Quy Pham Tinh

Than hoc 14y chinh d&c Kitd 1a doi twong cling nhw cung
dich ctia Rahner tuy da vwot khéi tinh chit khép kin ciia mot
nén than hoc xiy trén Gido hoi (theo truyén thong tlr nén
than hoc cta Au-Co-Tinh, T6-Ma va nhat 13 tir cong dong
Fiorentino nim 1442), song van khong thé théa man va giai
quyét dwgc nhitng khé khan nhw: (1) Néu, mét bén, hong an
ctiia Chua cho tat cd moi nguwoi thién chi (va do dé hién dién
trong moi ton gido), va mot bén kKhac, néu chi qua Gido hoi,
hong 4n Chia m&i toan ven, thi phai cé hai loai hong 4n khac
nhau. Lam sao hong 4n ctia Chua c6 thé phan lam hai loai, néu
hong 4n ctia Ngai dong nhit noi mot ding Kit6? (2) Thi tdi,
néu dirc Kit6 chi dwoc déng nhit véi mot nguwdi Do Thai co
tén Giésu, vay thi trong cic ton gido khac chic han khong thé
c6 Kitd, va nhw vy lam sao c¢6 héng 4n Thién Chua?

Nhitng nha than hoc nhw Hans Kueng, H. R. Schlette,
Walter Buehlmann... ti€n xa (va cwc doan) hon khi ho coi Kito
tinh nhw la trong diém cda than hoc. P6i véi Kueng, tat ca
moi nguwoi (ca clia cac ton gido khac) déu la Kitd hitu, boi 1€
Kit6 tinh hién dién trong tat cd moi ngwdi thién chi. Doi véi
Schlette, Kit6 tinh néi 1én mot cai dao dac biét khac voi
nhitng dao thong thwdong thiy noi cic ton gido khac. D6i voi
nhiéu nha thin hoc khac, ching ta c6 thé phat hién Kito tinh
(cting nhw sw ciru do ph6 quat cia Chua) trong cac ton gido
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khac. Noi tom lai, chinh Kit6 tinh mé&i dem lai on ctru do cho
nhan loai.

(4) Than Hoc va Than Tinh

Mot nén than hoc nhw vay tuy c6 1€ c&i mé va dé duoc
cac ton gido khac chap nhin, song cai nguy hiém, d6 la né qua
mong lung. Khi ma con ngwdi khong cin Gido hdi (Kueng),
khi ma con nguwoi khdng can nghi thirc, va nhat 1a khi ma con
nguwoi khong con nhirng tin 1y (tin diéu)... thi mdt nén than
hoc tw n6 da di vao hé tw diét. Loi nhin ciia Kueng sé hodc
dwa than hoc téi mot nén nhin hoc don thuin, hodc mot
khoa hoc tén gido thuin tdy. Mot diém khac, dé 1a dinh nghia
cua Kitd tinh. Néu Kité tinh dwoc hiéu nhw Phat tinh, hay néu
tinh yéu Thién Chda déng nghia véi Quan 4m nhw Kueng va
Julia Ching (Téan Gia Du) tirng dé nghi, thi Kueng da ha Thién
Chda xuong hang thdnh nhan. Mot nén thin hoc dich thuc
khong phai chi 1a mot nén dao dirc hoc tirc nham t&i thanh
tinh ma théi. Cai sai lam ctia Kueng va nhitrng nguoi theo dng,
dé 1a ho c6 y quén di sw kién, mot nén than hoc dich thuc
vurot Khoi bat cir mot nén dao dirc thong thwong nao, boi 1€
né nham dén mot sy hiép thong v&i Thién Chda (nhw nha dai
sw than bi Eckhart, hay thanh nit Teresa thanh Avilla tirng
minh ching). N6i cach khac, Kit6 tinh khéng chi néi 1én
nhirtng ban chit cia dic Giésu tirc nhan tinh va thanh tinh
(bac ai, phuc vy, chan that, hoan thién, van van), hay sit ménh
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cua dtrc Kitd tirc thanh tinh (giai thoat con ngudi), ma con
néi 1én thién tinh hay than tinh (hiép thong véi Thién Chda,
vinh hang, van van).

Chinh vi khéng can qua Gido hdi, ma cling khong nhit
thiét phai theo con ngwoi lich sir Giésu, con ngwdi van cé thé
hiép thong véi Thién Chua (Thwong DE), nén mot s6 than hoc
gia theo mot con dwong "thdng" khong qua Gido hoi, hay
ngay ca dirc Kitd. Ho nhan dinh, thin hoc phai di thang téi
Thwong DE. Dirc Kitd va Kitd tinh chi 1a nhirng biéu hién cua
Thién Chda. Pirc Giésu (trong lich stt) khéng phai la ddng ctru
roi cudi cung (the final Messiah). Pirc Giésu chi 1a mot Kitd,
song Kité6 khong hoan toan déng nhit trong con ngudi Giésu
lich str. Hodc con c¢6 mét s6 than hoc gia nhan dinh than hoc
khéng hoan toan dong nhit véi Than hoc hay Kité hoc, dirng
noi dén Gido hoéi hoc. Than hoc 1a mét mon hoc vé chinh sw
ctru do, phwong thé ciru do. Pai biéu cho 16i nhin nay la Gido
suw Aloysius Pieris ctia Tich Lan. Paul Knitter tom tat 16i nhin
cua Pieris: "DP&i véi Pieris, nén cidn ban va mo thirc lam viéc
(framework) cho st ménh (truyén ba) Kité va gip g& ton
gido khong nén la mot nén Kitb hoc... hay than hoc... Hay hon,
con duong Kité dén véi nhirng niém tin khac nén dat trén
ctiru do hoc (soteriology), trong "mau nhiém bit nhat cia sy
ctru rdi," ma doi véi Pieris, chinh 1a thién 1énh (divine urge)
va la dong luc giai thoat va ti€p sinh "mot nén tin nhan tinh."
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MOt nén than hoc xay trén Thién tinh, ma Thién tinh
dwoc hiéu mot cach rong rai, sé dé dang sa vao cai nguy hiém
cda phi€ém than tirng thiy trong nén triét hoc cia Thales va
Spinoza. Hiém hoa hon, d6 chinh 1la mot két lun rat ra tir
mot dinh nghia vé Thién - coi Thién chi 1a mot thé giGi tw
nhién, hay chi biéu td mot y niém cao voi, hay chi 1a nhirng
dong lwc ma ching ta khong hiéu... - s& dan dén sw phu nhan
bat cr nén than hoc nao, bdi vi con cé thian thanh nao nita
dau ma noéi!

2. Pi tim mot 16i nhin Khac vé Than hoc

Qua nhitng nhin thic trén vé truyén thong thin hoc,
cling nhw nhitng khé khan cta nhitng chiéu hwéng than hoc
trén, ching toi thiét nghi, da dén luc ching ta phai suy tw mot
cach cach mang, diéu ma Kopernic (Copernicus) tirng phat
dong trong lanh vuc khoa hoc, Rousseau trong lanh vuc
chinh tri, Kant trong lanh vwec tri€t hoc va nhén thirc va Marx
trong khoa hoc xa héi. D6 1a thay vi hiéu than hoc theo truyén
théng Hy Lap, Hy Ba Lai va La M3, 1y Than (Gido Hoi, dic
Kitd, hay Thién Chda) lam trung tim, chu thé, d6i twong, ciing
nhw muc dich va cach thé (trc coi Than nhw toan thé), ching
toi dé nghi, ta c6 thé theo truyén thong ctia A chau, va nhat 13
cta Viét Nam chip nhin con ngwoi nhw la cha dich va doi
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twong cia than hoc. D€ doc gia khéi ngd nhin, ching t6i xin
nhin manh noi day, dé 1a viéc coi con ngwoi nhw 1a déi twong
va chu dich tirc trong di€ém cta than hoc khong mang nghia
lay con nguwoi lam cung dich hay lam trung tAm nhuw thay
trong cac nén triét hoc va thin hoc ctia Ludwig Feuerbach
(1804-1872), David Strauss (1808-1874), Bruno Bauer, cling
nhuw sau nay cta Nietzsche va cla trweong phai Thian Hoc Tran
Thé (secularism) va trwong phai Than T& Than Hoc (The
Theology of the Death of God). Coi con ngwoi la chu dich cling
khong c6 nghia gat bo Thwong D€ nhw thiy trong cac nén tw
twong vo than. Ma néi vé con ngwoi khéong dong nghia véi
"khong ban" vé Thwong D€ (hay gat Thwong D€ qua méot bén)
nhuw cic triét thuyét bat kha tri (agnosticism) chd treong. Noi
mot cach minh bach hon, chiing tdi chi trwong 14y con nguoi
la doi twong (object), song nhin nhian Thwong P& nhw 1a Ban
thé (substance) cta Than hoc; coi con ngwoi la cha dich (the
end), song chip nhan Thwong P& nhw la cung dich (the
ultimate End, Endzweck, causa causarum) cda tit cd moi muc
dich trong nén than hoc A chau, va dic biét cta than hoc Viét.
Than hoc Viét nhan dic Kité nhw 1a Thién Chua, 1a dang Moi
gidi, 1a chinh cai Pao (via, con dwong), 1a hién than cta sw
that (veritas), 1a nguén song (vita), song lai coi con nguoi
mé&i chinh 1a mot chi thé dwong di tim sw that, sy séng, tic
dwong di tim kiém dic Kit6. M6t 16i suy tw than hoc nhw vay
thwc ra phat xuat tir trong 1ong A chau, va 1a dic tinh cda A
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chau nhw ching t6i sé trinh bay trong cac chwong sau. Chinh
vi vy, chung toi hiéu:

Thén hoc phai 1a mét mén hoc (kién thirc) vé sw kién (1)
lam sao con ngwoi nhin ra Thuwong PE va thé gi¢i than linh,
(2) 1am sao con nguwoi thé hién dwoc thién y qua chinh nhirng
hanh vi dao dic, va nhat 1a (3) con nguoi lam thé nao cé thé
hiép théng dwgc véi Than, véi van vat thanh mét con nguoi
hoan thién (tic thanh Thanh, thanh Phat), dé 1a bién thanh
Kit6 hitu, trc nhirng ngudi mang Kito tinh.

Trong pham vi bai din nhip ndy, ching t6i xin dwoc
phép suy tw theo ba diém: (1) thidn hoc khong phai 12 mon
hoc vé Than song dé téi Than qua con dwong "thanh thanh,"
(2) than hoc theo 16i nhin dong phwong, va (3) than hoc theo
16i nhin Viét.

2.1. Than va Thdnh

Thi nhat, than hoc khdng cé c6 dinh, va khéng phai la
mot tin diéu do Thién Chda mdac khai, nhwng chi 1a mot bd
moén khoa hoc tim hiéu Thién Chua, sy hién hitu cta Ngai, ly
do Ngai sang tao va ctru chudc con nguwoi, phwong thé Ngai
hién hién va citu chudc con nguoi, dwong 16i ma con nguwdi
phai di dé dwoc ctru do, va tim hiéu nhirng gi Ngai phan (Loi
Chada), Ngai biéu hién qua cic ngdn s va nhat la qua Dic
Giésu (mic khai), Ngai tw hién hién trong thé gi¢i Tw nhién
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v&i luat Thién nhién... Noi day, ching toi y thirc dwoc cau néi
than hoc khong ddng nghia véi tin diéu c6 thé dé giy ra ngd
nhan, badi 1€ tin diéu 1a nhitng nguyén ly cua than hoc. Thuec
ra, phai néi 13, thdn hoc c6 bon phin lam sang té tin diéu,
gitip ching ta dé nhan ra, hiéu biét va chip nhan tin diéu. N6i
cach khéc, than hoc cling mang mot trach nhiém giap ching
ta hiéuy, tin va giit tin diéu. Chinh vi vy, b6 mon khoa hoc nay
phat trién trong mot qua trinh dai cd hai ngan nam, tlr thanh
Phaol6 cho t&i nay, va bién doi theo thoi dai va theo tAm thikc
cia cong déng dan Chua. Th& t&i, than hoc nghién ctru vé
nhiéu déi twong khac nhau, vé nhiéu phwong thé khac biét
ma Thién Chia dung d€ biéu hién, d€ ctru chudc, ciing nhw dé
hiép thong véi con ngwdi. Sau nira, than hoc phat trién con
nguoi, gidp con nguwoi cé thé téi Than, gan véi Than qua con
dwdong cia thanh nhan.

L6i cdch mang tht nh4t ma ching tdi da nhic thoang
qua dé mot nén than-nhan hoc, ma theo ding nghia phai noi
la mot nén nhin-thin hoc thuin nhit, theo dé con nguwoi tac
tao ra thé gidi than linh (Feuerbach), hodc dé biéu ta chinh
con nguoi, hodc dé an di chinh minh (Marx), hodc dé mé
hodc, hay hodc dé dat t&i muc dich vu loi (Friedrich Engels).
Theo mot nén "nhin-thdn hoc" (anthropo-theo-logy, hay
anthropo-sophy) nhu viy, con ngwdi khong nhirng 1a cha thé,
la cung dich, ma ciing 1a déi twong va la phwong tién cda
"than hoc." Thé nén, theo 16i nhin nhan-than hoc, thi than hoc
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la mén nghién ctru vé sw viéc con ngwoi "tao"” ra thé gi¢i than
linh, vé sw tw biéu td minh qua nhitng tich truyén thin thoai,
vé nguyén do tai sao con nguoi tw phong minh lam thén linh,
vé su twong quan gitra y hé va cudc song thwe hanh, vin van.
L6i nhin nay dwgc cidc nha than hoc gia do6 dé ctia Hegel chua
trweong khi ho nhan héa Kité thanh mot ngwoi dan binh
thwong, khi ho phd d6 cac bi tich, va khi ho phd nhin gido
hoi, khi ho giai thich ton gido theo cai nhin cua tam ly hoc
(Feuerbach), va nhit 1a khi ho hiéu than hoc chi la m6t mén
khoa hoc nhén vén tim hiéu con nguwoi qua hién twong goi la
ton giao (Arnold Ruge).

L6i nhin nay khong nhitng khong giai quyét dwgc nhirng
khé khan ctia nén than hoc truyén théng, ma con di vao ngo
cut cia thuyét vo than, trong d6 khéng con than thanh ma chi
con c6 con nguwdi. Nhwng néu khong con thin thanh, thi cling
chang c6 thé gi¢i vinh clru, ma chac han 1a khong c6 hanh
phtc trueong ctru bao gio. Thé gi¢i con nguoi tré thanh phi ly,
hoang dwdng, va vo nghia nhw thay trong triét hoc hién sinh
cdia Jean-Paul Sartre va Albert Camus. Va néu c6 than hay
thanh, thi ho cling chi 1a sdn phdm cta chinh con nguoi, tw
tao ra d€ mé hodc chinh minh, d€ an Gi minh truéc sw bat luc
cia con nguwdi. Va 1é tit nhién, mot nén than hoc nhw viy,
theo két lun ctia Marx va d6 dé, chi con 1a mot nén y (thic)
hé lam c6ng cu cho gi&i théng tri.
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Nhw ching ta thiy, thidn hoc theo mét 16i "cadch mang"
nhuw vy 1a mot sy tw huy diét chinh minh. Than hoc khong
dwa ta dén mot nén nhan hoc tirc nhan ban chan thuec, song
téi mot nén gid nhan ban (pseudo-humanism), hay phi nhan
ban (anti-humanism), va do d6 dan téi mot cha thuyét hu vo
(nihilism) nhw nén than hoc xiy trén thuyét hw vo cta
Nietzsche. Ching t6i nhin dinh, 16i nhin nhan-than hoc trén
pha huy chinh yéu tinh cta than hoc, va do d6 khong thé
dwogc chip nhan.

2.2. L6i nhin Péng phwong

Vi trong tAm cta bai viét ndy nhdm vao mot nén thin
hoc Viét, nén trong doan nay, ching tbi chi ban mét cach rat
dai cwong vé nén than hoc déng phwong.

Néu theo nhw nhirng dinh nghia ma ching t6i ban & trén
thi mot nén than hoc dong phwong hinh nhw chwa bao gi»
xudt hién, dirng néi cé hé thong khoa hoc (systematic
theology). Pong phwong c6 nhirng tu vién, song khong cé
vién than hoc. Ngay ca nhitng tir ngit nhw than hoc, ton gido,
khoa hoc va triét hoc... chi 1a nhitng tir xa la méi dwoc du
nhip vao Nhat, Trung Hoa, Viét Nam va Dai Han vao cudi thé
ky 19 hay dau thé ky 20 ma thoi.

Thé nén, chung ta cé thé ca quyét 13, ching ta c6 nhirng
y niém, cdm nghiém va tri thirc vé thin, vé thanh, vé cach thé
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thanh thanh, vé 16i doi x&r v&i than véi thanh, va ngay ca vé
phwong cach hiép thong véi thin véi thanh. Trong mot mach
van nhu vy, ching ta chic han phai c6 mdt nén than hoc.
Piém ma chung ta c6 thé xac quyét, d6 la than hoc dong
phuwong khong han déng nghia, va cing mot ndi dung hay
hinh th&c véi nén than hoc Tay phwong. Thé nén cong viéc
cip bach ma chung ta phai lam, dé 1a lam thé nao c6 thé hé
théng hod mot nén than hoc déng phwong, va trong trueong
hop ctia ching ta, mot nén than hoc Viét Nam. Viy thi nén
than hoc dong phwong c6 nhitng dic tinh gi?

Nhuw ching t6i da tam ban trong cac luin van khéc, thin
hoc dong phwong 1dy con ngwoi lam déi twong, va lam trung
tAm cua suy tw va dao dic. Cau néi bat hi ctia dirc Khong T
"Chuwa biét gi vé nguwdi, néi chi vé Troi" hay "Quay Thin kinh
nhi" song lai "vién chi" néi 1én 16i nhin dong phwong vé Than
hoc. Chinh con ngwdi méi la déi twong cua cai "Pai hoc chi

dao.

Thi t&i, thin hoc déng phwong la mot than hoc xa hoi
va dao drc. Trir hai nén triét hoc va than hoc ctia Pao gido va
An gido c6 thém vé phin siéu hinh, hdu hét moi nén thin hoc
déu chd trong dén cudc séng xa hoi va thwc hanh. Tu than
muc dich khong phdi thanh Than song thanh Thanh. Ma
thanh Thanh dwoc la nho vao cong dirc "té gia, tri quoc, binh
thién ha." Twong tw "tu tién" khong nham t&i hiép théng voi
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Thwong DéE, song dé "trwong sinh, bit tr." Ngay trong Phit
gido, quan niém tu than cling mang mot tinh chat thuc tién
nhu thoat khéi vong luan hoi, dé chinh quan (Tam luin ton),
dé dat khong quan (Thién thai tén), dé dat cai "ly" (Hoa
nghiém tén), van van. Trong Thién tén, muc dich cta tu thin
la tw giac.

Tiép theo, thin hoc ddng phwong khong cha trwong
gido diéu, va luén uyén chuyén. Phit gido khi du nhip vao
Trung Hoa da phat trién thanh rat nhiéu gido phai khac nhau,
nhiéu khi do6i nghich nhau, lai c6 gido phai hoan toan doc lap
nhw Thién thai ton do Tri Giai dai sw sang lap. Twong tu, khi
Phat gido du nhip vao Viét Nam cling phat trién thanh nhiéu
gido phai, ma c6 nhirng gido phai nhw thién Tric LAm doi nha
Tran hoan toan do ngwoi Viét phat trién. Phit gido Hoa Hao
khéng chi n6i 1én mot 16i nhin Viét vé Phat gido, ma con noi
1én tinh chit phi gido diéu tirc uyén chuyén cta nén than hoc
déong phwong. Ngay cd Nho gido, tuy day quyén uy, song
khéng hé c6 mot bo gido ly. Cac nho gia khong hé bi rang
budc bdi bat cir gido diéu. Pay la 1y do chinh yéu giai thich sy
Khac biét trong viéc giai thich kinh sach noi cac nho gia. Chu
giai Tt Thw clla Vwong Dwong Minh khong han dong nhat véi
kiéu giai thich cua Chu Hi, va 1& di nhién cang khac biét véi 16i
dién dat ctia cac tAn nho gia & vao thoi dai cia chung ta.
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Ngoai ra, than hoc déng phwong hoan toan khong chu
trong t&i nhitng phan nhw gido hoi hoc, bi tich hoc, phung vu
hoc, gido luat, van van. Gido luat khong phai khong c6 (mbi tu
vién c6 luat 1é riéng, moi gido phai c6 nhitng bo luat cho
minh), song luit trong than hoc déng phwong khéng mang
tinh cach bé buéc mot cach tuyét doi, doi khi lai rat "phong
khodng" nhw trong trwdng hop clia Dao gido, va Thién tong.
B&i 1é rat don gidn, do 1a luit trong tu twdng dong phwong la
mot ky lut, trong khi luit trong Thin hoc T4y phwong la quy
luat. Ky luat 1a mot 18 luat do chinh minh l4p ra, va nhim dén
tu than, trong khi quy luat do ngoai lwc (Thién Chua, Thién
nhién, Gido hoi, Xa hdi, ngoai nhan...) quy dinh va bat budc
con nguwoi phai theo. Do d6, quy ludt nhdm dén phuc vu ngoai
lwc (Than thanh, ma qudy, chinh phd, xa héi, bang phai, hay
ché dé...) hon la chinh con nguoi tw than.

Thé nén, néu than hoc Tdy phwong, mot phan tip trung
vao huyén nhiém cta Chda mac khai, sdng tao, va ciru chudc
con nguoi, va mot phan khac vao phwong thé con nguoi di
téi Chuia nhw héi cdi, tin, chdp nhén, va kinh tho Chua, thi
than hoc déng phwong phat trién tir mét hwdéng hoan toan
khéc biét, tAp trung vao con nguwdi, vao cach thé tu than, - thé
nén, moi mot gido phai lai c6 nhitng phwong thé tu than khac
nhau - vao con dwdong hoan thién, vao sw ctru do tir chinh con
nguoi, va do d6 vao suw kién con ngwdi 1am sao veon 1én dé
hiép thong véi Thién Chua.
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Nhin dinh nhw thé, ching ta thiy hai nén than hoc tuy
khac biét, va doi khi twong phan (contrast), song khéng phai
déi nghich (contradiction). Chinh vi thé ma ching t6i da cé y
nhdn manh dén sy khac biét gitra hai nén thin hoc qua cac
khai niém nhw déi twong va chu thé, muc dich va cung dich,
ky luit va quy luit, tu thian va tu luyén, nhan-than hoc va
than-nhan hoc, va ngay ca su tach biét vé cac khai niém va y
niém nhuw bi tich / nhiém tich, nghi thirc / 1&, ma quy / hon
phach... Tuy nhién, ching t6i cling nhin ra phin twong hoi
gitta hai nén than hoc: thin hoc cach chung (déng phwong
hay tiy phwong) khéng gat bé vai tro cia Thwong Dé, cling
khong tir choi thién tinh. Thé nén, ching ta cé thé ndi, tuy van
dé chinh cda than hoc dong phwong la tu than, song tu than
khong chi dé "té gia," hay "tri qudc," hay "binh thién ha" ma
thoi. Tu than con nhdm dén "cach vat chi tri," t&i "van vat ho
yén," t&i "thé gidi dai dong,"téi "minh minh dic." Néi cach
khac, tu than 1a mot phwong thé dé€ cé thé dat thanh, thanh
Phéit, hoa dao, vin van, tirc thé hién Kitb tinh, va hiép théng
v&i thién tinh.

3. Loi nhin Viét

Nguoi Viét c6 1é hiéu than hoc khong rap theo nhirng 16i
nhin cta than hoc TAy phwong, nhung cling khong han hoan
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toan theo cai nhian quan cia ngwdi Trung Hoa, nhit 1a cua
nho gia. Ho nhin Than, thanh va thé gi¢i Than linh khong
phdi xuat phat tw ding Téi Cao (nhw Ngoc Hoang Thuong
D&). Ho cling khong theo mot trat tw dwdng thang, mot chiéu
tlr trén xuéng dwdi (theo 16i nhin mac khai, hodc tw Thién
Chua hay qua va trong thién nhién). Song ho cling khong
dong hda con nguwdi véi than linh (nhw trong thé gi¢i Hy La)
hay than linh v&i con nguoi (nhw thiy trong huyén thoai cta
An D6 va Trung Hoa kiéu "tién nit ha dia pham," hay "thin
thanh bi phat xudng tran gian" - nhw trwong hop Ton Ngo
Khong trong truyén (Tay Du Ky). Néi cach khac, than hoc Viét
khéng theo m6 thirc than-nhin hoc hay nhin-than hoc, mac
du thoat xem ra, c6 vé gan gidong 16i nhan-than hoc nhw ching
téi da nhan dinh trong phan dan nhip. Vay thi, 16i nhin cua
nguoi Viét vé than nhw thé nao? Chinh vi 16i nhin nay c6 thé
phan anh nhitng nguyén ly cin ban cia nén than hoc Viét,
nén trong phan sau, ching tdi xin ban mot cach ngan gon
thém vé nhirng yéu tinh ctia 16i nhin Viét. Ttr nhitng yéu tinh
nay ching ta c6 thé phan tich ra nhitng nguyén ly than hoc
Viét.

3.1. Yéu Tinh va Nguyén Ly

Nhw chung t6i da tirng thao ludn vé ban thé va ban chit
cta Viét triét, chung tbi hiéu yéu tinh nhw 1a tinh chit pho
quat va tit yéu cia mot sy vat hay ciia mot thé sinh, hay cda
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bat clr tic dong nao. Hiéu nhw vay, khi ndéi tédi 16i nhin Viét,
ching t6i hiéu 1a m6t 16i nhin dic thu cda nguoi Viét, va pho
quat noi ngwoi Viét. Yéu tinh Viét luén ludn hién hitu (4n
hién, hay hién hién) trong 16i nhin Viét. Chinh yéu tinh nay
xac dinh va quyét dinh moét 16i nhin cé phai 1a 16i nhin Viét
hay khong. Thiéu yéu tinh Viét, 16i nhin Viét sé khong con 1a
Viét nira. Twong tw, khi ban dén 16i song Viét, 16i cAm nghiém
Viét, 16i biéu ta Viét... ching t6i muén néi dén yéu tinh cta
thé sinh Viét. Yéu tinh nay tit yéu va phd bién noi 16i (cach)
nhin, cdAm nghiém, biéu ta, van van. Viy thi, diém quan trong
la 1am sao c6 thé xac dinh dwoc nhitng yéu tinh Viét. Ching ta
c6 thé xac dinh nhirng yéu tinh tir hai khia canh: tit yéu tinh
va phé quat tinh. Sau day chung ta th di tim nhirng yéu tinh
Viét tir hai dac tinh ph6 bién va tit yéu trén qua 16i suy tw
(nguyén ly siéu hinh), 16i cdm nghiém (nguyén ly tam linh),
16i s6ng (nguyén ly twong quan), va cach thé phan doan (dao
dtrc, gia tri) (nguyén ly thwc hanh).

3.2. Nguyén Ly Siéu Hinh - Triét Ly Tam Tai

Nén triét ly tam tai xuit hién ngay tir nhirng thé ky dau
tién ctia Viét Nam, va tiém tang trong 16i tw duy cua nguoi
Viét. Pay la mét ly do tai sao cha 6ng ching ta tuy bi gido duc
theo hé théng phap gia cia Pong Trong Thw (179-104 BC),
song lai dé dang nghiéng theo tw twdéng siéu hinh cta ho
Pong, va nhit 1a cda hai anh em Trinh Hao (1032-1085) va
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Trinh Di (1033-1107). Pay cling la mot ly do giai thich tai sao
ching ta chdp nhin tam gido dong nguyén, mac nhirng mau
thuan noi bd cia Nho, Pao va Thich. Nhitng nghién ctru gan
day vé cac nén tw twdng cta cac tu tw twong gia Viét nhw
Nguyén Trai (1380-1442), Nguyén Binh Khiém (1491-1585),
gan hon nhw Lé Qui Pon (1726-1784), va nhat 1a Nguyén Du
(1765-1820), Nguyén Cong Trir (1778-1858), va nhit Ia
nhitng khdm pha khdo c6 vé tréng dong (Pong Son, Hoa
Binh), cho chung ta thiy rang, tit ca gin nhu theo mdt nén
triét ly tam tai, cing nhw 16i suy tw téng hop va bién ching.
Khoéng chi noi nho gia, hay dao sy Viét ma ngay ca nhirng
ngwoi chiu anh hwéng cia tin hoc nhu Nguyén Truong TO
(1830-1871) ciling phan anh ly thuyét tam tai. Va, néu nghién
clru tw twdng cta Dac Lo (Alexandre de Rhodes), sdu hon,
ching ta c6 1€ cling nhin ra rang nha thira sai vi dai nay da
trng thdm nhuan triét ly tam tai, khi ngai dung moét s6
nguyén ly nhv 4m dwong, thién dia, dao, van van, va nhit la
khi ngai chon lwa ngén ngir nhw "Chua Troi," "ng6i” (vi), dé
gidi thich mau nhiém Thién Chda Ba Ngb6i, va dao ly Thién
Chada gido. N6i mot cach tdo bao hon, triét ly tam tai 1a mot
nén triét ly dan tdc. N6 an hién trong 16i tw duy clia nguoi
Viét, tir binh dan té&i tri thirc, tir noi nho gia cho téi dao gia,
va cd noi Phat d6. Trong doan nay, ching ta thit phan tich
nhitng nguyén ly cia nén triét ly tam tai.
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- Thivr nhit, triét ly tam tai 13 mot nén tw twdng xay
dung trén quan niém toan thé, hay dung danh tir triét hoc cta
Karl Jaspers, quan niém bao dung thé (Das Umgreifen). Toan
thé tinh bao gom Thién (Troi), Pia (dat) va Nhan (nguwoi).
Mot thé gi¢i khong thé thiéu dwoc nhirng yéu tinh trén.

- Thi¥ téi, nén triét Iy nay 1y con ngwdi lam trung diém,
song Troi lam dich diém, va dat lam twa diém. Chinh vi vay
ma con nguoi dirng gitta Trod va dat, va la gach ndi gitta hai
nguyén lwc trén (dau doéi Trod, chan dap dat). Tuy cong nang
khac biét, song ca ba thwc thé déu lién két khong thé phan
khai, thanh mot toan thé hay bao dung thé.

- Thi¥ ba, triét ly tam tai Ia mot nén nhan-thin hoc. Troi
khong thé thiéu, y hét nhw con ngudi khéng thé tir choi than
phén lam ngwoi cia minh. DAt cling khong thé thiéu, boi vi
dat va con ngwoi khong thé phén ly "dia linh nhan kiét."
Chinh vi thé, triét Iy tam tai nhdn manh dén tat yéu tinh cua
con ngudi, cling nhw Thwong PE va thién nhién. Néu nhin
hoc cia Feuerbach tir choi than, néu thin hoc ctia Do Thai tir
bd con ngwdi, thi tam tai gitr lai than, cling khong tir ch6i con
nguoi, hay than héa con nguoi. Tuy vay tam tai khong coi
Than nhw 1a mot ddng tuyét doi, hoan toan xa cach, virot khoi
tri twéng twong ctia con nguwoi, song nhw chinh cung dich cta
con nguoi. Tam tai coi con nguwoi dong vi (song khong dong
ngoi) véi nhitng cdng ndng khac biét song khong kém tam

59
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG I: DAN NHAP MOT SUY TU THAN HOC

quan trong: "thién sinh, dia dwdng, nhan hoa" va "Troi sinh,
dat dwong, con ngwdi hoan thanh."

- Thit tw, triét Iy tam tai cha trwong tinh chat tac dong
va chu dong cua con ngudi trong chwong trinh sang tao va
ctu roi: "Xwa nay nhan dinh thing Thién cling nhiéu"
(Truyén Kiéu). Con nguwoi kKhong chi gitr vai tro phu thudc
ki€u "muwu sv tai nhan, thanh sy tai thién" hodc v gia tri "con
nguwoi la gl ma Chaa phai ban tam,"” song "mwu sy tai nhan"
ma cling "thanh sy tai nhan:
Nwéc kia Tan cling hop TAn méi xong."

Troi kia khon cling thira Can;

- Thi¢ niam, chinh vi ba thuc thé dong vi, nén sinh - hoat
- tAc dong khong theo mét trat tw c6 dinh trén dwdi, song
theo mot thir tw cua twong quan, cua tim quan trong, ctia loi
ich, cia khoang cach khong gian va thoi gian gitta ngudi va
troi, nguwoi va dat... Quan niém "thién thoi, dia loi, nhan hoa"
néi 1én moét nén trat tw theo moi twong quan da dién, da
phwong, da tinh va da dang nay.

- Thir sau, chinh vi tinh cach chu dong cia con nguwoi,
ma gia tri dwoc xay dwng trén chinh sw hop ly (hay cai dao)
cla suw twong quan. Day 1a "dao nghia" tirc 1a dao doi dai voi
nhau. Nhan nghia la cai dao hop v&i con nguwoi, nghia ly 1a cai
dao hop véi trod, véi dat, tinh nghia 1a dao hop véi tinh, van
van. Noi cach chung, ngwoi Viét hiéu va xay dwng mot nén
dao dwc, luan thwdong, ky luat... trén cai bang gia tri cua dao

60
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG I: DAN NHAP MOT SUY TU THAN HOC

nghia. Cai dao nghia nay khong chi ap dung cho con nguwoi,
ma con cho ca troi (nghia troi), va van vat va dat (nghia
dién)... Thé nén, ching ta cé thé noéi, dao nghia ciling la cai dao
ly cua ngudi Viét, mac du né xudt phat tir Nho gido, dic biét
tlr Manh T (nhan nghia) va Tuin T (kiém &i). N6 phat xuit
tlr nén siéu hinh tam tai, va bién thanh nguyén ly can ban cho
16i suy tw Viét, cho nén tang gia tri dao dic Viét, cho 16i t6
chirc cdng dong, va cho 16i cdm nghiém chung noi nguoi Viét.

3.3. Nguyén Ly Tam Linh - Thanh Tinh ctia Con
Ngwoi

B&i 1€ nén than hoc Viét dwa trén cic nguyén ly thay
trong triét ly tam tai, nén ching ta cé thé ndi, nén than hoc
nay la mot nén thin hoc "ndi thanh, ngoai vuweong." Diéu nay
c6 nghia 1a, con nguwoi tw minh, qua hanh vi tu thén, c6 thé
thanh thanh, va nh¢ vao thanh tinh ma c6 thé "té gia, tri qudc,
binh thién ha," tirc ngoai vwong. Noi day, ching ta can phai
gidi thich thém vé quan niém "ndi thanh." Khi néi con nguwoi
ndi thanh, ching t6i mudn nhin manh dén ban thé (tic tiém
ndng, in potentia) cia con nguwoi, tw minh da la thanh, hay
"tinh ban thién" (theo Manh T). Piéu nay c6 nghia la, thanh
khéng phai 1a mét yéu t6 ngoai tai, hay mét 4n hué do ngoai
lwc, hay do than thanh ban cho, song la mét yéu tinh bit kha
phan ly cia con ngudi. Noi nhu thé, cé 1é sé vedng phai mot
van nan, dé 13, néu con ngwdi ban chat 1a thanh "nhan chi so
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tinh ban thién" (Tam Thién Tw) thi lam sao cé nhitng yéu t6
phan thanh, tirc sy ac noi con ngwdi? Noi diy ching ta thay,
16i suy tw Viét khac biét véi 101 suy tw nhi nguyén hodc thién
hodc ac cua Manh T (tinh ban thién) va Tuan T (tinh ban
ac). Loi suy tw vé thién ac cua nguwoi Viét 1€ thudc vao 16i suy
tw twong quan, tirc dao nghia. Thanh, thién... chi c6 thé hiéu
dwoc qua twong quan cia con nguwoi.

- Thir nhat, thanh tinh, thién hdo néi 1én dong lwc hop,
hoa, thuan. Hop dao troi, hop dao vat, hop dao nguoi la mot
diéu thién. Bat hgp 1a mot sw 4c. Thudn dem dén loi ich, bat
thuin giy ra huy diét: "Thuin v¢ thuin chong, tat bién dong
cling can." Twong tw, quan niém "thién th&i, dia lgi, nhan
hoa" noi 1én sy hoa hop ma chung ta thiy trong nén triét ly
tam tai. Thé nén, diém quan trong la "thé nao 1a hop, hay hop
thé nao?" chi khéng phai "theo 16i hop nao." Bdi 1€, cach thé
hop hay hop thé nao méi gidi thich dwgc tic dong thanh
thanh. Phu Dong Thién Vwong dwoc ton 1a Thanh Déng béi vi
ngai giét gidc An xam ling, ctru dong toc ciia Lac Long Quan,
nén "hop y trod, hop nhan tam, va hop 1€ tyw nhién" mac du
hanh dong tan sat tw né 1a mét sw ac. Tran Huwng Dao giét
sach quin Nguyén dé ciru din Viét nén ciing "hop y troi"
"thuin long dan" (HOi Nghi Dién Hong) va "hop dao nghia,"
va do d6 dwoc dan Viét ton 1én bac thanh nhan.
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- Thi¥ hai, néu ta phan tich quan niém thanh noi ngwoi
Viét, ching ta sé thiy la chi c6 ai phat trién dwgc tiém nang
(néi thdnh) ciia minh mé&i c6 thé thanh thanh, thanh Phat, tirc
ngoai vwrong. Noi diy, hanh vi tu thin 1a mot cach thé dé
"hop." Ma tu than, theo Pai Hoc, bao gom biét minh, biét
dinh, biét tinh, biét an, biét lw, biét troi, biét dat (chi tri, cach
vat). Nhitng hanh vi nay néi 1én hanh vi can ban cta hop troi,
thuin dat va hop véi ngwoi: "Sau khi nhin biét sw vit méi
biét dwoc chi, ma chi khi biét dworc chi thi méi c6 dwoc y. Sau
khi c6 y, thi méi dat dwoc long ngay chinh, d6 méi goi la chan
tu. Chi khi tu thdn mé&i biét sdn soc gia dinh, sau d6 méi biét
diéu hanh quéc gia, va sau cung méi cé thé mang lai hoa binh
cho thién ha." N6i nhw thé, ching ta thiy mot cach ro rét la
thanh tinh dwoc ngwoi Viét coi nhw la ban chat cda con
ngwoi. Thanh thé hién ra cai ban tinh nay. Song dé thanh
thanh, thanh Phat ching ta phai tu than, ma tu than tirc lam
cach nao dé€ hop trod, thuin dit, hgp dan, tic hop "dao
nghia."

- Thir ba, khi phan tich két ciu cia tlr ngir thanh, ching
ta thay né bao gom cac tw khiu, nhi va vwong. Thanh do d6
c6 nghia nhw nguwoi biét noi, biét nghe y dan, y trod, y dat va
nhit 1a hoa hop dwoc troi, dat va nguoi. Theo nghia nay,
Khong Tr dwoc ton xwng la thanh, trong khi Lio T chi dwoc
x&p vao bac tién ong. Lao T tuy khén ngoan, sau sic, va dao
drc song 6ng khong din than vao cong viéc hoa hop trod, dat
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va ngudi, ca nhan va xa hoi. Twong tw, Nguyén Binh Khiém
dwoc coi nhw la mot tién 6ng, nhwng khéng dwoc tén phong
1én bac thanh nhan. Thanh nhéan la con ngwdi mang nhan tinh
va thuc hién dwoc thanh tinh, trong khi tién 6ng, tién ba néi
lén mot tinh trang siéu thoat vwrot khéi nhan tinh.

Tl nhitng nguyén tac trén, ching ta thiy nén than hoc
Viét hi€u thanh nhw 1a chinh ban tinh cia minh. D6i véi ho,
thanh tinh 1a ban tinh chung cua than, cia con ngwoi, va clia
van vat. Chinh thanh tinh nay ndi 1én sw viéc con ngwoi dong
ban tinh v&i Troi (imago Dei trong Sdng Thé Ky, y dan la y
troi cia Manh Tw), véi dat (qué cha, dat t6) va véi van vt
(nhan sao vat viy). Chinh vi thé, ma mét sy hoa hop giita con
nguwoi va Thuwong DE méi cé thé hién thwc dwoc. Ching ta
khéng thé twdng twong dwoc sy hoa hop gitra hai thé chit,
thi du nwéc va Itra, béi 1€ ban tinh cia ching hoan toan khac
biét.

Tuy nhién, cdn phai minh xac noi diy vé tir ngir dong
tinh. Pong ban tinh khong c6 nghia 1a dong nhit (identical)
(Chua khong phai la con nguoi tran thé), cling khdng cé nghia
la con ngudi ¢ thé bién thanh Chua. B&i 1€ con ngudi khéng
c6 thién tinh ma chi cé thanh tinh, y hét nhw van vat khéng c6
nhan tinh ma chi c6 linh tinh. Ma thanh tinh (in potentia)
phai hién thwc méi thanh thanh nhan (in actu). Noi day,
ching ta can phai phin biét gitta thanh va than. Than theo
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nghia thong thwong 1a mot siéu lwc thong sudt van vat va linh
thiéng (sacred). Mot siéu lwc nhw viy cé thé thién, cling c6
thé ac. Néu thin luén hanh thién, thin ciing la thanh (than
thién); song néu nguwoec lai, than dit (than ac) bi goi la ma quy,
yéu quai.

Thién Chta la mot vi Than tuyét déi, song ciling la mét
s hoan thién tuyét doi, nén Ngai la chi Thanh (holy va saint).
Dirc Giésu Kitd chi thanh song ciing la Than linh b&i vi Ngai
cung ban tinh (chi thadnh), cing ngdi vi va cuing mot ban thé
véi Thién Chaa (than tinh). Song con nguwdi khéng phai la
thén, cling khéng phai 1a thién, nén chi c6 thanh tinh va nhan
tinh ma thoéi. Ching ta biét, thadnh tinh c6 thé thwc hién dwoc
(in actu, thanh thanh) qua viéc tu than (tu tdm), song thanh
Thién thi con ngwdi bt lwc. PE thanh Thién con ngwdi phai
tlr bo 1am nguwdi, va phai cé thin tinh. Theo nghia nay, ching
ta c6 thé hiéu dirc Giésu mang trong minh nhéin tinh va thanh
tinh, song chi c6 dirc Giésu Kitd méi cé than tinh, thanh tinh
va nhin tinh. Cling theo nghia nay, bat ct ai tin va thwc thi y
Troi, long dan, tirc hop véi dao nghia déu dat téi dwoc Kitd
tinh tirc thanh tinh nhwng khong thé bién thanh dic Giésu
Kit6 (bao gom thin va thanh tinh). Giésu ndi 1én nhan tinh,
Kito6 tinh biéu hién thanh tinh, trong khi chi cé d&c Giésu
Kito, ddng dwgc xirc ddu méi mang nhin tinh, thanh tinh va
thén tinh.
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3.4. Nguyén Ly Twong Quan - Twong Quan Tinh
ctia Con Ngwo'i

Nhuw d4 nhidn manh & cic diém trén, chung toi nhin dinh
la thin hoc chi gidp ching ta hiéu dwoc than tinh, nhwng cé
thé giup ching ta biét cich thé thanh thanh. Thé nén trong
tdm cua nén than hoc déng phwong, va cia Viét Nam, dé la
nghién cru cac cach thé dé thanh thanh, thanh Phit, hay
thanh Kit6 (tinh). Néi cach khac, thian hoc la moét mén nhén
thirc khoa hoc vé cach thé hiéu, phwong thé thanh thanh,
thanh Phit. Nhwng, diém cin phai nhin manh, d6 1a than hoc
tw né khong thé lam con ngwoi thanh thanh. Nhw da ban trén,
thanh thanh (Phat) dwoc la nho tu than (tu tam), ma tu than
khéng phai chi 1a mdt mé kién thirc, song nho vao suw thuc
hién va hoan tit ky luit dao dirc ciia dao nghia nhw: "Hai mét
nguwoi ciru mudn ngwoi; Biét dwong khinh trong, biét 1oi phai
chang.”

Tu than theo ngwoi Viét khong hoan toan rap theo
khuén mau dinh, 1, an, chi tri, cich vat, hay gitt nén dao dic
cia Nho gido: "Trai thi trung hi€u lam dau; gai thi tiét hanh
lam ciu stra minh." Ngwoec lai, tu than Viét 1a song theo dao
nghia; ma theo dao nghia titc theo cai dao twong quan: "Tho
cha, kinh me, 4y la chain tu." Trong doan nay, ching t6i xin
van tat ban vé mot s6 nguyén ly trong twong quan Viét.
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- Thir nhat, 16i nhin, cich séng, va cdm nghiém cuia
nguoi Viét theo mot ludn ly cta da chiéu, da dién, da phwong
va da cach. Nhw ching t6i da phan tich, diy 1a mot thé sinh
véi mot luan ly tinh toa (constellative logic). Loi s6ng tinh toa
nay khéng 1y ca nhan lam don vi nguyén tr trung tim, ciing
khéng 14y gia dinh lam mot don vi hat nhan, cang khong 13y
quéc gia lam nén tang cho cudc séng. Loi séng tinh toa 1dy cai
toan thé, va phat xuit tir twvong quan (hd twong), ma twong
quan nay c6 thé tir trén xuong dwdi hay ngwoc lai, tir trai qua
phai, hay phai qua trai... L6i séng nay ciing cé thé tir bd ban vi
(ego, subject) song luon gitr lai ban cach (personality), ma
ban céch lai do chinh twong quan xac dinh.

- Thr to1i, gia tri dwoc danh gia khong theo thanh qua
cho mét ca nhan, hay cho moét gia dinh, song cho toan thé (xa
hoi, lang, thén, xém, cong dong, toc, giong, noi, vin van).
Nhitng phong tuc (quan niém) nhw "mot ngudi lam quan, ca
ho dwoc nho," hay "lam né may né mat nguwdi dong hwong,”
hay to 16n hon nhw, "lam vinh danh dit nwéc," lam "rang
danh dong giéng," vin van, phan anh 16i suy tw vé toan thé, tir
toan thé va cho toan thé nay.

- Thi¥ ba, luin ly n6i két twong quan khéng dwa trén
mot hinh thirc, hay dién pham, hay quy luat c6 dinh. Luén ly
nay luén thay doi tuy theo twong quan (1) xa hay gan, (2) lgi
ich hay tai hai, (3) sdu rong hay hoi hot, (4) mat thiét hay gia
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tao (mdi mép). Twong quan phu-phu, phu-tt, phu-mau-ti
ton... 1a nhirng twong quan mét thiét nhit, th téi 1a nhirng
twong quan huynh-dé, ti€u-mudi, sw-sinh, bang httu, quan-
than.., va sau cung méi 1 twong quan cda qudc gia: "nguoi
trong mot nwéc phai thwong nhau cung.”

- Thir tw, tr mot luan ly nhw vay, nguoi Viét xay dung
mét bang gia tri dao dic va coi ching nhw la ky luit dé tu
than: "Trai thi trung hiéu lam dau,"” "Chi trung, chir hiéu, chir
tinh 1a ba," hay "Chir trung thi d€ phan cha; chit hi€u phin
me, doi ta chit tinh." Tir diy, ching ta c6 thé hi€éu duogc tai
sao, nguwoi Viét ching ta chdp nhan mot cach dé dang nén dao
ly "tam cwong, ngii thwong" cia Nho gido, song lai phan doi
16i hanh chanh ciing nhw tinh chit hinh thic quan liéu cta
ho.

Twr nhitng nhan xét tir pham tru twong quan trén, chiing
ta c6 thé nhan ra 16i cu xt, hi€u biét, va cdm nghiém cua ho
dsi véi Thwong PE, Thién Chiia, hay Ong Troi ciing nhu thé
gi¢i than thanh tuy theo twong quan cda ho véi Ngai, y hét
nhuw 16i xwng hé thwong nhat nhw cy, cu ba, ¢, dng (ba), cha
(me) béc, thay, chd, ciu, ta, minh, thang, né, con, cai, van van.
V&i mot vi than tuyét déi, xa cach uy nghiém khong dé dang
twong quan ho goi la Thwong Bé (Ngoc Hoang, Thugng DE,
Thién Hoang); v&i mot vi than c6 quyén hanh truc tiép véi
ho, ho goi la Chida; véi mot vi Chiia quyén uy tuyét doi, ho
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kinh trong la Thién Chuda; song véi mét vi Chda ma ho yéu
quy, ho than mat goi 1a Cha. Ma néu Chua day do ho, ho lai
trong kinh Ngai la Thiy; néu Chda sdn séc, chim nom ho, ho
du yém goi Ngai 1a me thi du nhw "B6 Cai Pai Vwong," hay
"nghia me nhw nwéc trong nguén chay ra," "
(Pao Dirc Kinh), vin van. Twong tw, tuy theo 16i cw xt, hay
lién hé, ho tin vao Tr&i "Troi sinh voi, Trei sinh ¢o," hay "Troi
chang déng ctra nha ai." Khi ho s¢ hai, thi "Troi danh, thanh
vat;" ma khi "nhin dao," thi lai "Troi ddnh con tranh miéng
an." Khi bat man, ho than phién "Troi o, sinh gidc lam chi.
Cho chong toi phai ra di chién trwong," hay "Troi sao troi &
chang céng. Ngudi ba bdn vg, ngudi khong vo nao." Khi than
mat, ho son s3, gid 1a "Trdi lam mot tran ling nhing. Ong héa

van vat chi mau"

ra thing, thang hoa ra 6ng," hay "Troi mua thi mic Troi mua.
Toi khong c6 nén, troi chira toi ra," hay "Bac thang 1én hoi
ong trod. Nhitrng tién cho gai c6 doi dwoc chang." Khi van xin
thi "Lay Troi mwa xuodng, 1y nwéce téi uéng, 1ay rudng toi cay,
14y bat com day, 1ay ca ré to."

Doi véi thé gidi than thanh, cling tuy theo twong quan
xa gan, loi hai, than thién hay xa la v&i cudc so6ng ma dwoc
dan Viét ca tung, kinh bai hay khinh thi, hay s¢ hai, hay danh
gia tri (to 1&n, nho bé, quan trong, hay tim thwdng) van van.
Ho goi Mit trang 13 chi Hang, cd6 Nguyét : "Bic thang 1én goi
ong trang. HAi rang chi Nguyét da chirng miy con." Ho than
mat goi mot vi tién trén cung trang la cha cudi. P6i khi ho nha
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nhét véi dire Phat "goi But bang 6ng," hay dén bot "Ong
trang Ong trang, xudng choi 6ng Chinh." Khi ho gian gitr thi
"coi tr&i bang vung." Khi ho tw cao tw dai, ho xwng "Con 6ng
Thanh, chdu 6ng Than." Khi thich mot vat (sinh vit) nao, ho
tdng nd lén téi chin tAing miy "Con céc 1a ciu 6ng Troi. Ai ma
danh né thi troi phat cho." Khi gian ghét ho chang né nang ai
"thang quy, thang ma, con yéu tinh."

Néi cach chung, nhw kiém nhin qua ngén ngit, nguwdi
Viét nhin thé gi&i than linh nhw 1a mét thé gi¢i cta chinh ho
qua cac twong quan. Tlr mot mach vin nhuw trén, thin hoc
Viét 1a mot mén hoc vé sy twong quan cua con nguoi véi
Thuwong P& (Thién Chtia, Chiia, Ong Troi) va thé gidi than
linh.

3.5. Nguyén Ly Thwc Hanh

M6t nguyén ly khdc khong kém quan trong dé hi€u than
hoc Viét, d6 1a nguyén ly thwc hanh. Tw twdng Viét khong hé
tach roi khoi thé sinh cia ho, ma thé sinh cda ho 1a mot thé
gi¢i "chiéu sinh" (survival), "chip sinh" (existence) va "viét
sinh" (transcendence). Sau day, chung t6i xin dwgc trinh bay
mot cach rit van gon ba nguyén ly thwc hanh: chiéu sinh,
chip sinh va viét sinh:

- Thi nhat, téc Viét 1a mét toc luén séng trong mot tinh
trang bi de doa tan diét. Ca ngan nam Bac thudc, cd ngan nim
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chién tranh lién tiép, roi gin day tir ngoai xam t&i ndi chién...
khié€n ngudi Viét bat budc phai suy tw vé vin ménh cda ho.
Chinh vi thé ma 16i suy tw nay mang tinh cach chiéu sinh
(survival), tirc lam thé nao dé bao vé doi s6ng, dé€ sinh tén, dé
gilr gin giong noi, bao vé qué hwong. Trong tit ca van chwong
tlr bac hoc téi binh dan, ching ta déu nhén ra 16i suy tw chiéu
sinh nay. Tir diy nguoi Viét xay duwng nén dao dirc, bang gia
tri, cling nhw phan doan vé nhan cach. Thé nén, cic y hé nhw
chi nghia ai quéc, chu trwong twong thin twong tro, hay
ngay ca quan niém dan y (nhw thiy trong hoi nghi Dién
Hong), hay chién thuat long din (cta Nguyén Trai), hay tu
twdng than dan lay tr Manh T déu néi 1én nhitng phwong
cach cda chiéu sinh. Néu & vao truwong hop yéu thé, nguwoi
Viét lai chu trwong "di hoa vi qiy" hay "biét minh biét nguoi
trdm tran tram thang" (cua Ton T&). Thé nén, ho triéu cdng
Bac Kinh, xy dén cho SAm Nghi D6ng, song van stra soan dé
tai chiém Lwdng Quang (nhw truedng hop Nguyén Hué). Cling
chinh vi y thirc manh liét vé chiéu sinh ma bang gia tri dao
drc, hay ngay cd vé quan niém than thanh, dwoc xay dwng,
cong nhin va dung dé danh gia tri. Liét si, anh hung la nhitng
nguwoi dwoc dan ching quy trong. Phu Péng Thién Vwong,
Tran Hwng Pao van van dwgc phong 1én hang thanh. Hai chi
em Trung Tric, Trung Nhi va ca Triéu Au dwoc coi nhu la
than. Nhitng nguoi tai ba hay cé céng lao véi dat nwéc, hay
lam vé vang dong giong déu dwoc ton kinh nhw nhitng bac
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dang kinh, dang trong, va dwoc xwng cy, xwng 6ng, xung bac...
Do6i khi ho cling dwoc din ching (gin giii) ton phong 1én bic
than, bic thanh nhw thin hoang, thin Siéu, thanh Quat. Va
néu c6 cong v&i xa tac, ho dwoc vua phong than, va dwoc dan
14p miéu, 1ap dén dé tho, kinh.

- Th tdi, ngwoi Viét cling theo 16i sdng chap sinh, 13y
cudc song hién tai nhw la thwdc mwce. Ho "an phén thu thira"
va truy ki€ém cudc séng "an cw lac nghiép." Ho "tri tic, di tuc,
ha thoi tic" song ho 1y chinh cudc s6ng nay nhw la chinh
sinh ménh cda ho, va tw coi nhw c6 trach nhiém phai "D6 ki
x4 chi con Tao. N¢ tang béng quyét tra cho xong." No6i cach
khéc, nguoi Viét tuy ludn séng trong tham kich, song khong
bi quan. Ho cwdi, chdp nhin cudc song, va ngay ca cai chét.
Ho khong c6 doi hoi cai chi vweot khdi hién sinh, va ban chit
cia ho. N6i cu thé hon, ho vwon t&i thanh (thanh thanh,
thanh Phat), tirc ban chat con nguwdi, song ho khong gao thét
doi lam Thwong Dé, 14t d6 Ngai (Lucifer) hay giét Ngai
(Nietzsche).

- Thi¥ ba, viét sinh 1a mét cudéc séng vwon lén dé hoan
hanh st mang va st mang. Nhitng wéc mo, hy vong cua
nguoi Viét vieot xa kho nguwoi nho bé cia ho: "V tru ndi mac
phi nhin sy," hay "Pa mang tiéng & trong troi dat; phai co
danh gi v&i nii séng.” Cai wéc mudn vweon 1én nay ludn thoi
thic nguwoi Viét, thé hién qua 16i nhin cta ho vé thé gidi, vé
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mat thé, vé cach song, vé nghé thuit ctia ho. Cai wéc mudn
nay la mét dé tai cda cd nén van hoc Viét: "Tro6t sinh ra thi
phai c6 chi chi; chang 1& tiéu lwng ba van sau." Cai wéc mudn
nay ciing la dé tai dé nhiéu nguwoi ché bai cho 1a ngwoi Viét
thich "ba hoa chich choe." Song cdi wéc mudn nay la mét
dong lwc anh hwdng tdi tAm tinh ton gido cua ho. Triét ly
"thién nhan hgp nhit," hay triét 1y tam tai... tit cad déu phat
xudt tlr cai wéc mo nay. Thé sinh Viét ma thiéu Viét sinh thi
khéng con 1a thé gidi cia nguwoi Viét nira.

No6i tém lai, ba yéu t6 cua chiéu sinh, chip sinh va viét
sinh ciu tao thanh nguyén ly s6ng, va thwc hanh ctia nguoi
Viét. MOt nén than hoc Viét khong thé c6 dugc néu c6 tinh bd
qua nguyén ly thwc hanh trén.

Tam Két

Trong pham vi moét bai din nhép, ching tdi khong thé di
sau vao moi chi tiét. Riéng trong phan ban vé than hoc Viét,
ching t6i chi phac hoa nhitng yéu tinh, song chwa dwa ra
minh chirng, hay luin ct dé chitrng minh sy hién hitu ctia né.
Lé tit nhién, ching tbi y thirc ra sw thiét yéu can phai phat
trién nhitng nhitng nguyén ly (siéu hinh, tim linh, twong
quan, thwc hanh) mot cach rong rai va sdu ddm hon, diém ma
ching tdi s& ¢ gang trong chwong cudi cung cua nhirng suy
tw than hoc nay.
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Nhw ddc gid nhin ra mot cach dé dang, nhitng suy tw
than hoc nay khéng c6 tham vong nao khac hon 1a trinh bay
kha thé cia mot nén thin hoc Viét. Thé nén, trong tAm cla
bai viét khéng phai 1a nén than hoc ph6 quat, song la mot nén
than hoc ca biét Viét. Khi chirng minh (qua cac van kién lich
sit) rang, than hoc ph6 quat trudc hét ciing chi 13 mot nén
than hoc c4 biét dwoc phd quat héa; khi minh dinh rang,
ching ta chwa hé bao gi&* c6 mot dinh nghia théa dang vé
than hoc; va khi nhan dinh rang, than hoc 1a mot mén hoc vé
sw kién con ngwoi lam thé nao nhén ra, cdm nghiém thay
Thwong D€ va tai sao ho phdi thwc thi Thidnh y cda Ngai...
ching t6i muén dwa ra mot ludn dé nhw sau: chi khi nao
chiing ta nghién ctru dwoc mot cach sdu sic va hé théng
nhitng nguyén ly vé sy viéc nguwoi Viét nhin ra, cdm nghiém,
biéu td dwoc Thuwong DE, va chi khi nao ching ta tra 101 mot
cach thod dang cau hoi tai sao ching ta phai tén kinh Thién,
hoa hgp v&i Troi, va thuce thi thanh y cia Thién Chua... thi ldc
d6 mot nén thin hoc Viét méi cé thé hién dién mot cach virng
chai. Pay la mot Iy do khién chiing t6i dao siu vao nén triét ly
tam tai cling nhw nhitng nguyén ly siéu hinh va thyc hanh cda
dan Viét, dé hiéu ho song, cdm nghiém, nhin thirc, biéu ta
Thién Chua cua ho.

Trong nhirng chwong sau, chiing téi sé ban mot cach chi
ti€t hon vé nhitrng vin dé hay nguyén ly lién quan t&i nhirng
cau hoi ma chung ta dat ra trong doan trén.
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CHUONG II: NHO GIAO VA KITO GIAO NGUYEN
LY POI THOAI

Dan Nhap

Tiéu ludn nay khéng chi 12 mot ban van cé tinh chat lich
st ghi lai qua trinh hon 4 thé ky vé sy twong quan giira
Khong gido va Kit6 gido tai Trung Hoa. Uéc vong cua tac gia
di xa hon, nhdm dé trinh mot sé nguyén ly cho cong viéc doi
thoai gitra hai nén y hé (ideology) trén, nhat la trong boi canh
cia xa hoéi Viét Nam. Nhw chdng ta biét, mot trong nhirng
nguyén do chinh yéu cda sw bach hai dao Kitbé vao triéu dai
Tw Dirc, Minh Mang 1a do sw xung khic gitra nho gia (dai biéu
la nhém Van Than va quan lai) va cac nha truyén gido. Noi
mot cach chung, nguyén do cta sw xung khac khong phai chi
la mot sw hi€u 1am nao dé, song la do sw khac biét van hda, vé
16i suy tw, vé cach song... ma dang sau dé la nhirng tranh chap
vé quyén loi. Thé nén, chung téi thiét nghi, sw xung dot xay ra
khong phai vi dao ly cda Kit6 gido hay dao nghia cia Khéng
hoc. Chinh vi thé, ching t6i nhian dinh sy thiét yéu cia mot
cudc doi thoai, d€ tim ra dao ly chung hop cho mét ngudi
Kitd hitu Viét.

Vao nam 1988, dip Hoi nghi Quéc té vé Siéu hinh hoc tai
Dai Bac, ching toi da dwa ra mot chwong trinh déi thoai gitra
Kito gido va cac y hé cling nhu cac ton gido ban tai Trung Hoa.
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Tiéu luin sau diy la mot trong nhirng suy tw, dé nghi mot s
nguyén ly cho céng viéc déi thoai gitra Kitd gido va nho gido.
Cong viéc tim hiéu nguyén do sw twong khac gitta cic nén y
hé chi la mot bwéc dau cho cong viéc dbi thoai. DE doi thoai,
chung ta khong chi hiéu biét déi phwong, ma con phai dwa ra
nhirng phwong thirc va muc dich ma ca hai bén c6 thé chap
nhan. Ban van sau day dwoc viét tir b6i canh clda Trung Hoa,
tuy rang muc dich chinh ctia ching t6i nham vé Viét Nam. Bat
dAu v&i lich st twong khic gitra nho gia va cac nha thira sai
tai Trung Hoa, mot phin vi ching t6i nhan thitc rang, nho gia
Viét bi anh hwéng cta gi¢i Han nho, m6t phan khac vi tac gia
chwa ndm virng nhirng tw liéu lién quan t&i sw xung khac gitra
hai y hé tai Viét Nam. Tuy thé nhitng suy tw nay khong chi
han hep vao cong viéc hiu biét nguyén do clia sw bé tic
trong cudc déi thoai gitra nho gia va Kité hiru tai Trung Hoa
hay & Viét Nam, song con nhdm vao coéng viéc xdy dung mot
nén tang cho cudc ddi thoai gitra cac hé thirc va ton gido, nhw
gitra Phat gido va Kit6 gido, Phat gido va Khéng gido, Kitd gido
va chu thuyét xa hoi, vin van... Ludn van cua ching t6i gom
bon phan chinh: Phan thi nhat phan tinh vé tinh than cta s
ménh rao giang tin mirng cling nhw muc dich chinh cua hai
nén y hé: giai thoat va phuc vu con ngudi. Phian thi hai tom
lwgc qua trinh cda sy gap g& gitra hai nén y hé. Phan thir ba
néu lén sw bé tic cia cudc déi thoai; va phan cudi cung dé
trinh mot s6 nguyén tic hay diéu kién dé xuc tién cudc doi
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thoai. Qua loat bai nghién ctru vé cic y hé, va triét ly ty gido,
ching t6i thiét nghi, sw thanh cong hay thit bai cta st diép
Kit6 khéng nén giai thich theo s lwgng cua "nguoi theo dao,”
song phai dwoc hiéu tir phdm chit cda s diép. Chi khi nao
tinh than cta s& diép thdm nhip vao cudc sdng cia con
nguwdi, tin mirng méi cé thé tré thanh Phic 4m. Néi ro hon,
tin mirng chi c6 thé dwoc coi la phic 4m néu st diép ctia Pic
Kitd cé thé giai quyét dwoc nhirng vin nan cla con nguoi, va
dem lai hanh phuc truedng ctru cho muén dan. Trong tinh
thin nay, d6i thoai v&i Khong gido, hay cac ton gido khac
khong cé nghia la mot cong trinh bién gido (defentio) hay ho
gido (apologia), nhwng 12 mot c6 ging di tim va gidi quyét
nhitng van nan sinh ton cda con ngwoi. Noi mét cach khac,
d6i thoai nham dén hoi nhap, va qua hoi nhap dén suw hoan
hién con nguoi.

1. Twong nhap, Hoi nhap hay Sat nhap?

Néu nhin tlr s6 lwong cia ngwoi theo dao, thi lich st
truyén ba tin mirng tai Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban cach riéng, va tai
A chau cach chung (trir Phi Luat Tan), c6 thé dwoc néi nhw 1a
mot lich str cia mot ""that bai" cay ding. So véi nhitng thanh
cbng rwc r& tai phwong Tay, nhat 1a sau thoi hoang dé
Constantine vao thé ky th& tw sau ky nguyén, véi nhirng
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thanh dat khich 1é tai Phi chdu va Nam My gin day, thi dung
tiéng "thit bai" qua that khéng c6 chi qua dang. Thong ké
qua khiém t6n ctia s6 tin hitu tai A chau (chwa téi 1% tai
Trung Hoa va Nhat Ban, tai An bd, Nam Dwong, Thai Lan...)
chirng minh mét cach hung hon sy that chua cay nay. Tuy
nhién, néu ching ta cho rang lwong tinh chwa phai I tiéu
chuin tit yéu dé xét doan sw thanh cong hay that bai, va con
sO it 6i nay van c6 thé biéu td dwgc mot phan nao sy hién
dién cta gia tri Kito giao, thi thyc té€ chitrng minh la ching ta
lam. Su thuc 13, tuy vin minh "vat chat" Au My gan nhuw chiém
doat ngoi vi ba chu, thi ngwoc lai d6 1a sw gan nhw hoan toan
vang bong cda tinh thin Kitd gido trong nén vin hoéa va té
chitc x4 hdi ctia cac nwéc Vién Dong, va Dong Nam A nay. Pay
mé&i chinh 1a sy "that bai" ma chdng té6i mu6n no6i dén.

Trong qua kht, Gido hoi thwong vién 1€ "bi cAm cach,”
"dia ly xa x6i," "kh6 khan ngén ngit," va nhat 1a "khac biét
tam thirc" d€ giai thich "that bai." Nhirng ly 1é trén tuy khong
sai song chwa du vitng. Gido hdi so khai bi bach hai mét cach
khoc liét hon. Sy khé khan vé ngdn ngit, tim thirc (tir Do Thai
t&i Hy Lap, tir La Tinh t&i nhitng nén van héa khac biét), cling
nhw vé&i kién thive thd so cia cac tong do tién khéi, da khong
ngung bwdc tién clia Gido hdi. Thywe vay, tri thong minh, kha
nang ngdn ngit, long can dam va tdm hon hang say cia cac
nha truyén gido vao nhirng thé ky gan diy chirng minh rang,
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nhitng Iy do trén thuc ra chwa phai 1a nhitng yéu t6 quyét
dinh sw thanh céng ctia cong viéc rao truyén tin mirng. Viy
thi nguyén do chinh yéu nam tai dau?

Chidng t6i thiét nghi, con s6 khiém ton cua tin hitu chwa
noéi 1én dwoc sw thit bai thwe sw cda céng trinh truyén gido.
Thwc vay, ngay ca s6 lwong khd kha quan nhuw tai Viét Nam,
hay rat kha quan nhuw tai Phi Luit Tan ciing chwa da dé chirng
minh sw thanh céng ctia cong viéc truyén gido. Ching toi cho
rang nguyén nhan chinh cda sy "thit bai" nam ngay trong
tAm thirc "truyén gido," va trong phwong thé "truyén gido."
N6i mét cach ré rang hon, nguyén nhin tat yéu giai thich sw
that bai nay (1) nam trong tAm thirc ""d€ qudc" (imperialist)
cia Gido héi, (2) tiém tang trong 16i hiéu va giai thich tin
muirng mét cach mot chiéu, trong cai nhin 1éch lac vé cac nén
van hoéa khéc, va (3) trong sw sai laim cta y hé doc tén. Noi
day tr ngir ""dé quoc" dwoc hiéu mot cach rong rdi hon chu
nghia dé quoc trong lanh vwc chinh tri. Ching téi dung tir
ngit "'dé qudc" dé dién dat mot tAm thirc théng tri, tw cao, tu
dai; tw cho minh c6 quyén giong nhw cha, nhw chia trén moi
nén van minh khac. Léi giai thich gido ngbén cia dirc Kitd "Cac
con hay di rao truyén tin mirng cho mudn dén, va rtra t6i ho"
theo ki€u "Cac con hay di gidng day muo6n dén, va rtra toi ho"
néi 1én tAm thirc "dé€ quéc" nay. Twong tw, vi "thira sai'" hay
mang st ménh (missionarius) dwoc dich mét cach ngao man
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thay "giang dao," va ngwoi ''rao gidng tin mirng'' (evangelist)
dwoc dich mét cach léch lac nha (vi) "truyén dao," hay mot
cach ngao man "c6 Tay" hay "c6 Pao." Khi ma Gido hoi huin
luyén cac thira sai theo mdt tim thirc nhw vay, thi tat nhién la
cac ong tw cho minh mot sitr ménh cao ca di ""ban on hué" va
"dem anh sang" gidi thoat "dan man di moi rg." Tam thic
"dé€ quoc" dwoc hop ly héa bdi sw thanh céng clia nguoi da
trang trong cac lanh vuc kinh té, quin sw, khoa hoc. Va nhit
12 khi nhitng cwong qudc da trang d6 hd cac nwdc "nhugc
tiéu," thi cai dao cia ho, nhitng vi thira sai cua ho, dwong
nhién phai wu viét hon gié¢i sw sai, nho gia va gido sy cta cac
nwdc bai tran. TAm thirc "d€ quoc"” do dé 1a mot "dao ly tat
nhién," va thai do tir choi doi thoai v&i cac tén gido ban la
mot "hanh vi tat yéu" phat xuat tir tim thirc trén.

A § 4

Cling trong mot mach van nhuw vay, khi dung danh tir "y
hé doc ton," chung t6i mudn dién dat 16i nhin mot chiéu, tw
cho minh c6 déc quyén mang mot chan ly duy nhat. Lé di
nhién nhirng 16i nhin trén da bi C6ng Pong Vatican véi nhirng
hién ché& nhw Anh Sang Mudn Dan (Lumen gentium) gat b,
song tAm thirc d€ qudc va y hé doc ton van con 4m anh tAm
ndo cda nhiéu vi truyén gido, va ngay ca gi¢i lanh dao cda
gido hoi dia phwong vao thoi dai ciia ching ta.

Thuc ra tim thirc d€ quéc va y hé doc téon khéng chi
thiy noi cidc nha truyén gido, ma con hon thé nira, cling tirng
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dwoc 6m ap bédi chinh gi¢i nho gia va quan lai. Tam thirc dé
quéc cta nho gia ciing da tirng dwoc hop 1y héa béi chinh
quyén lwc (chinh tri, gido duc) tirng tip trung trong tay cda
dai s§ phu. Va y hé doc ton cling da tirng la nguyén nhan cta
sw bai bac cac ton gido khac tai Trung Hoa, nhit la trudc doi
buwong (bai bac Phat gido va Lao gido), va & Viét Nam trudc
nha Ly. Ngay vao thoi dai hién nay, tAm thirc nay van con
dwgc mot sd nho gia hién dai 6m 4p. Ho van con séng trong
ao twdng vé su hién vinh cua nén nho hoc, s vinh quang cia
ch& do nho gia va uy thé ctia nho gido trong qua khit. Ho van
ti€p tuc bép méo tinh thin cua Pai Hoc (tu than, té gia, tri
qudc, binh thién ha), va cho rang muc dich chinh ctia nho hoc
la "binh thién ha" ma "binh" mang nghia "thong tri" va "lam
chi.” Sw that bai cua nho gia (ca bdo thd 1an cip tién nhw
Khang Hitu Vi, Pam T Péng tai Trung Hoa) dwéi ban tay cia
cac nha tan hoc (1919-1923) cling nhw ctia Cach mang Van
hoa (1968-1976), cling nhu tai Viét Nam, sw viéc cac nho gia
bi nhém Tay hoc nhw Tw Luc Vin Poan diéu cot, nhitng phé
phan ning 11 van khong lam cic tan nho gia nay v& mong.
Ho van con xac tin vao cai 4o twdng clia quyén uy va vinh
quang trong qua khi, mac diu y thirc dwoc hiém hoa ciing
nhw sy quyén rii vat chit "toi rweou sim banh sang sira bo"
cua tan hoc:

"Cai hoc nha nho da hdong roi,
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Mudi nguoi di hoc chin nguoi thoi."

Theo thién kién cta chiing t6i, khi ma cad Khdng gido 1an
Kitd gido déu 6m 4p mot y hé ddc tén; ca hai déu mang trong
mot huyét théng ban chit "dé quoc" va ca hai déu cd y bop
méo "tin mirng" hay "dao ly nguyén nho' dé bao vé "quyén
lwc" hay dé quang ba "lanh dia" thi bat cr mét déi thoai nao
cling sé thtra thai va vo nghia.

Tl nhin thirc nay, dé doi thoai, ching ta khéng nhirng
can phdi tim ra nhitng khé khan, ma hon thé nita, phai xay
dung nguyén ly cling nhw phwong phap dé thang vuot van
nan, va dat téi muc dich cda cudc doi thoai. Vay thi sw doi
thoai gitra Kitd gido va nho gido phai dwoc dat trén nén tang
nao? Phai dua theo tiéu chuin nao? Phai c6 thai dé nao? Va
phai ap dung phwong phap chi? Pay la nhitng cau héi then
chét, ma bat cr cudc doi thoai ndo cling phai c6. Ching toi
thiét nght:

Doi thoai phai c6 nhitng muc dich cu thé va ré rang. Muc
dich nay khong phai 1a quyén lwc, hay loi tirc vat chat thién
cin, hay chi @€ chirng minh wu thé, tinh chat wu viét hay mot
tam trang cao sang cia minh. Muc dich ctia d6i thoai gitra cac
ton gido phai la nhitng muc dich cao thwong ma ca hai tén
gido hay y hé deo dudi. Giai thoat con nguwdi, gidi quyét nhirng
van nan tat dinh cta nhan sinh, dem hy vong t&i cho nhan
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loai, vin van... diy la nhitng muc dich cao quy chung ma bat
c tdn gido nao cling phai theo. Thé nén, ddi thoai phai dwoc
dat trén nén tang cia ciu héi: Lam thé nao dé giai thoat con
nguwoi khoi dau khé, bat co6ng? Lam thé nao dé dem lai hy
vong cho con nguw¢i? Lam thé nao dé phat trién nhén sinh? Va
nhit 1a 1am thé nao dé tao ra hay dat dwoc mét sy song vinh
ctru?

Twong tw, phwong thé d6i thoai phai cong chinh va hop
ly, cling nhw phai dwa trén tinh chat cia khach quan, khoa
hoc, dwoc cd hai bén céng nhin. Thé nén nhitng ciu hoi
"ching ta phai lam thé nao?" "dung phwong thé nao?" ... dé
dat t&i nhitng muc dich trén méi chi la nhitng muc dich thi.
Tuy thé, chung rit quan trong cho bit cir mét cudc doi thoai
gilta cac ton gido va y hé nao.

Théi dd cta hai bén phai thanh tim, trong tw thé kinh
trong ddi phwong, cling nhw tén trong binh dang. Noi day,
diéu kién tién quyét la ngwoi do6i thoai phai "luin su" ch
khéng "luidn nhin." Ngwoi doi thoai phai hwédng vé nhirng
muc dich cao thwong, véi cai nhin khoa hoc, chir khong dwoc
hwéng vé quyén lwc, hay mot muc dich khong lién quan khac.
Trong qua khi, nhw ching t6i vira trinh bay moét cach don
dién, tAm thirc dé€ quoc va y hé doc tén thwong dwa trén
nhitng quan niém nhuw "quyén lgi" (interests), "quyén uy"
(authority), "quyén luc" (power), "quyén binh"
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(magisterium) (phat xuit tir ton ti trat tw va truyén thong
(hierarchy, tradition). Tam thirc nay bi &m anh béi sy "wu
viét" (priority), biét chon (elitism), dac quyén (priviledges)
va tAm ndo "chién thing" (triumphalism), hay bi 40 twdng
cda "tuyét déi'" (absolutism) lam mu quang. Vé&i thai dé nhw
thé, ching ta khong thé c6 dwgc mot cudc doi thoai theo ding
nghia. Mot 16i doi thoai dwa trén tim thic dé quoc va y hé
ddc ton chi 1a doc thoai; hoac ding hon, mét phwong thé
tuyén truyén cho ho. Mot cudc ddi thoai thi€u nhirng diéu
kién can ban trén chi la moét bao lwc ngdn ngiy; va mét cudc
d6éi thoai thi€u thwc tdm chi la moét sy thao tdng
(manipulation) ma thoi.

Ngon ngitr phai minh bach, dwgc hai bén hiéu thiu triét.
Ngdn ngit cia moi dan tdc, tuy khac nhau (trong cach dién
dat, két cau, van pham, vin van), song néu ngén ngit déu chi
ra d6i twong ro rét, déu biéu td mot y niém ro rang, déu noi
1én m6t khat vong cu thé... thi s hiéu ldm sé dwoc gidm bét
rat nhiéu.

Dua trén nhitng diéu kién c6 tinh chit giéng nhw tién
nghiém (quasi-transcendental conditions) trén, ching ta tién
thém mot bwéc di sdu vao trong tim cua cudc déi thoai, tirc
ludn dam vé muc dich cling nhw phwong thé ctia cudc doi
thoai. Chinh sy khac biét vé muc dich cling nhw phwong thé
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la nguyén nhan chinh yéu giai thich sw xung dot gitra cic nén
y hé cling nhw gitra cac ton giao.

2. Tr Twong téi Khic - Lich sir cuéc tranh chap

2.1. Tir Khdch Téi Ban: "Hiru bdng tw vién
phwong lai”

Tinh thin Kit6 gido dwa trén tinh yéu phd quat cda
Thwong PE danh cho nhin loai. Thé nén, thira sai 1a ngwoi
dwogc Chua sai di dé cong b6 rao truyén tin mirng vé tinh yéu
Thién Chua cho muén dian. Theo nén thidn hoc Gioan
(Ioannine Theology), thi chi c6 tinh yéu Thwong D€ méi céd
thé dem lai ctru roi va treong sinh cho con ngudi. Theo nén
than hoc Phaol6 (Pauline Theology), chinh sy ti nan va cudc
phuc sinh ctia dic Kitd da biéu hién tinh yéu vé bién va pho
quat ctia Ngai do6i véi nhan loai. Quan trong hon nira, chinh
tinh yéu ctia Nguwoi méi c6 thé gidi thoat con ngudi khoi toi
10i (gian 4c, t8i tam, tai hoa, van van).

Trén ly thuyét va trén thuc té, khong ai c6 thé choi tir
tinh yéu Thwong D€, néu tinh yéu ctia Nguwoi dwa lai gia tri
tuyét doi giai thoat con ngwdi va dem lai cho ching ta treomg
sinh. La mét sinh vat c6 ly tri, khéng ai tw huy diét sinh ménh.
Ho ciing khong hiy hoai sinh ménh cda tha nhin néu sinh
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ménh cta ho tuy thudc vao tha nhan. Con ngudi cang khong
thé tir ch6i sinh ménh néu sinh ménh dé 1a mot trweong sinh
bat ti. Sw thuc cho ching ta thiy la trong bat c*r mét xa hoi
nao, con ngwdi ludn ludn di tim sinh ménh, bao vé sinh ménh,
va phat trién sinh ménh dé dat t&i mic treong sinh. Vay nén,
tir choi sinh ménh néi 1én tinh trang thi€u ly tri, thiéu phan
doan, hay tuyét vong ma thoi.

Trong mdt mach van nhw viy, ching ta khong thé hiéu
dwoc tai sao nguoi ta c6 thé tir khwdc dirc Kitd, néu Ngai
chinh 1a sinh ménh, 1a sy s6ng vinh ctru. Theo thién kién cda
ching t6i, khong ai ¢ thé tir ch6i. Ho tir choi Kitb gido, 1a bédi
vi ho chwa nhén ra tit cad su thuwc, hay con nghi ngo long
thanh, hay s diép, hay néi roé hon, ho s¢ an banh vé. Vay thi,
s mang loan truyén tin mirng phdi 1a s& mang truyén sy
song. Plrc Kitd da biéu hién tinh yéu vo bién khi Ngai truyén
chinh sinh ménh cho tat cad moi nguwoi. Nhw ching t6i da noéi
trén, da 1a mét con nguwoi co 1y tri, thi khéng cé ai cé thé tir
Khwéc sinh ménh.

Thé nén, bat ci ai, tir chéi "theo Pao," diéu nay khéng
mang nghia 1a ho tir ch6i sinh ménh, hay coi thwong tin mirng
loan bao ctru dd, song rat c6 thé la ho chwa hiéu, hay hiéu sai
st diép tin mirng. Rat c6 thé 1a ho chwa nhin ra Pao. Ma su
viéc ""chwa hiéu," "hiéu sai" (ngd nhan), "hiéu lac" hay "chwa
nhan ra" Pao c6 1& 1a do ngdn ngtt, cach dién dat, phwong thé
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bi€u hién (nghi 1€) cta nha thira sai; cling c6 thé do sw khac
biét vé tAm thirc cia nguwoi ban xir; hodc la ciing cé thé do
chinh néi dung cta tin mirng (qua méi la, qua xa la hay qua
tdo bao). ""Chwa hiéu'" hay "hiéu sai'" ndi dung tin mirng ciing
c6 thé 1a hiu qua tat nhién cta sw viéc la ndi dung cua tin
mirng khéng dé chirng minh hay thuc hién. Ngudi vo than
khong choi bo nhitng gia tri tuyét doi, song ho nghi ngo vi
chiing ta khong thé chirng minh mét cach khoa hoc cho ho,
hay lam cho ho hiéu n6i ndi dung cia nhirng gia tri tuyét doi
ma ching ta tirng tuyén xwng. Chinh vi vady, ching t6i chu
trwong cho rang cong viéc dau tién cla st ménh rao giang tin
mirng chinh la sy truy tim phwong thé: lam thé nao dé cho
nguwdi ban xir hi€u thiu triét ndi dung cta tin mirng. Do dé,
néu ching ta c6 thé chirng minh cho ho xac thuc tinh (tic gia
tri khoa hoc), hitu dung tinh (tirc gia tri thuc tién) ciing nhw
yéu tinh (tirc diéu kién tién quyét) cia tin mirng; néu ching
ta c6 thé cong hién cho ho nhirtng phwong tién hop ly dé dat
dwgc tin mirng; va néu chung ta c6 thé dwa tinh yéu cda
Thwong D& cho ho, thi cong viéc rao gidng tin mirng cua cac
vi thira sai cé 1&é da khéng gap qua nhiéu khé khan. Trong
doan nay, chdng t6i muén nhin manh dén sw kién 1a cac nha
truyén gido da "truyén" tin mirng thi it, ma tuyén xwng (rao
gidng) sw cao sang, tuyét doi, quyén lwc cia Gido hoi Tay
phwong thi nhiéu! Ho di it cha y t&i viéc phai néu ra xac thuc
tinh, httu dung tinh va yéu tinh cua Kit6 gido trong viéc tao,
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bao vé va phat trién sinh ménh. Thay vi thé, ho qua chi trong
dén con s6 theo dao, dén nhitng nguwoi sang trong theo dao,
dén viéc t6 chirc Gido hoi mét cach khoa hoc, va dung cai
"ma" nay dé biéu hién sy cao sang cla Kitd gido. N6i mot cach
khéc, cic nha truyén gido (trir mot s6 cac vi thira sai tién khéi
tai Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban va An b9§), da dat trong tam vao cong
viéc "thu phuc," "khac phuc," hay "cai dao" tic "tré lai dao"
(conversio) qua phép rira toi va lap gido hoi dia phwong,
nhwng khong chu trong dén ba di€ém lién quan truc tiép téi
ndi dung cta tin mirng ma ching tdi vira trinh bay trén.

Hiu qua ciia mot 16i nhin "léch hwéng" vé sit ménh thira
sai, lam cac nha truyén gido dat trong tAm cuia cong viéc rao
giang vao cong viéc khac phuc nguoi "lwong," gitp ho tré lai
(conversio), va xiy dwng gido héi (hay nha th¢). Con s6
lwgng "tan tong" chirng minh sy thanh cong hay that bai cia
cong viéc truyén gido. D€ khiac phuc ngwdi ban x, nhit 1a
nhom nho gia, cic vi truyén gido phai chirng minh sy siéu
viét cua Kitd gido qua (1) tri tué thong minh hon ngudi cda
ho; (2) dwa ra cai sai cia cac dao gido khac (thi du phé binh
Phat gido va Pao gido), va mot cach gian ti€p (3) dwa vao
quyén lwc cda cac xtt ""theo dao Kit6," va gan day dwa vao cai
ba "giau sang kinh t&," "thé lwc chinh tri" va ""bd may quin
sw'' clia cac X ndy. Trong doan nay, ching tdi sé cd gang tom
tat lich st clia tranh chip vao ba giai doan: giai doan mot cua
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cac thira sai dong Tén, dung sw khon ngoan vé khoa hoc, kj
thuit cling nhw tiéu xdo cua Tay phwong dé chirng minh sw
siéu viét cua Kit6 gido; giai doan hai ctia cic hoi truyén giao
thudc cac dong Phan-Sinh, Pa-Minh, Thitra Sai Ba L&, van van...
chirng minh sy tuyét doi ctia gido hoi Thién Chua gido (Cong
gido) qua viéc phé binh van héa, tap tuc, gido duc... cia dan
ban x&; va giai doan ba, sau cudc thit bai cia Trung Hoa
trwedc sw xam lwoc cia Bat Qudc Lién Minh, va quan trong
hon, sau cudc chién tranh Gia phién, cac nha truyén gido dua
vao thé lyc cta dé quoc hay thwc dian dé truyén dao (hay
ding hon, dé€ quang phat gido hoi trong cac lanh vuc gido
duc, tir thién). Diém phai néi 1a, mot khi gi¢i nho gia nhan ra
khoa hoc khong c6 lién quan gi v&i Kitd gido; rang quyén thé
di do6i véi chinh tri, quan lwc, va Kinh té chir khong c6 chi lién
hé t&i Kitd gido; va nhit 13, quyén lwc wu viét da khong giai
thoat, nguoc lai bién ho thanh nd 1é. Ho cang thim thia rang,
céc thira sai da chang gitp ho ting thém quyén uy, ma nguwoc
lai, thau téom quyén loi clia ho. Nhw vay thi ching ta chang la
gi sw viéc ho phan khang Kit6 gido mot cdch quyét liét.

2.2. Matteo Ricci va Phwong Phdp Héi Nhdp

Matteo Ricci (Loi Ma Dau) 1a mot trong sé it thira sai
hiéu ré dwoc ban chit cling nhw st ménh cida thira sai. Theo
ngai va cac ban dong dong, rao truyén tin mirng tirc rao
truyén phwong thé dé hiéu tin mirng. Tién sinh 1a mét trong
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s6 it thira sai dat trong tim vao céng viéc truyén ba tin mirng,
chir khong vao sy kién 16i kéo nguwoi ngoai dao "tré lai dao"
hay "vao dao." Thé nén, dé cho nguoi Hoa nhén thic dwoc
ndi dung cda tin mirng, Ricci di tim mot phwong thé thich
hop véi tAm tinh, nép séng va t6 chirc xa hdi cia ngudi Hoa.
Linh muc nhan dinh rang, néu chi 4p dung mot phwong thé,
ngoén ngit cling nhw tam nao Tay phwong, ngwdi ban xtr sé
khong dé dang thiu hiéu dwgc y nghia cling nhuw tinh than va
yéu tinh cda tin mirng. M6t nhin thirc nhw thé thuc ra déu
thdy noi cac tu sy thira sai dong Tén tién khdi, tir Alessandro
Valignano (dic st ciia dong Tén phu trach Vién Déng, va bé
trén tinh dong An Do) téi Matteo Ricci, Michaele Ruggieri,
Giulio Aleni, (va 1& tit nhién, Roberto de Nobili tai An Do), da
ti€p tuc con dwong ctia thanh Francis Xavier, tim cach hoc héi
phwong thé, 16i suy tw cling nhw cich sdng va co ciu xa hoi
cda thoi Minh mat va Thanh khéi (cudi thoi nha Minh va dau
thoi nha Thanh). N6i cdch chung, ching ta nhin thiy ciac nha
truyén gido dong Tén di ap dung phwong thé ban vi hoa vao
trong cong cudc rao gidng tin mirng. Cac ngai hoc tiéng ban
X, van y phuc cta gi¢i lanh dao van héa va ton gido. Ricci va
Ruggeri tirng cao dau van ca sa vao lic dau, sau doi sang mac
y phuc cta gi¢i nho gia. Cac ngai dé rau, déi mii cla gioi sy
phu va st dung ngén tir (van ngbén) ctia nho hoc. Hon thé
nitra, cAc ngai nhin ra trong diém cia vin héa Hoa I3 chinh
Khéng hoc. Chinh vi thé ma cic ngai ¢6 gang hoc T thw, Ngii
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kinh, va dung tir ngtr van hoc dé viét vé dao ly Kit6. Tac phdm
Thién Chtia Thwc Nghia ctia Ricci 1a mot trong nhirng két quia
cia chwong trinh ban vi héa nay. Trong tdc phadm nay, Ricci
dung triét hoc cia nho gia doi tién Tan dé€ giai thich nhirng
tin diéu cda Kit6 gido va dung van ngdn dé dich nhirng
chuyén ngit than hoc, khoa hoc, thién van... Thi du Thién,
Thién Chua, hay Thwong D& dé dién dat Deus; ly hay thién ly
dé dich Logos, ngwoc lai véi mot s6 nha truyén gido tai Nhit
da giltr nguyén ngit La-tinh va chi phat am theo Nhat am hodac
cac nha truyén gido tai Viét Nam dung ngoén ngir dai ching
(thi du Chua Troi (B'Loi, Loi), Ba Maria...) Di nhién, nhiéu vi
truyén gido, va ngay ca mot s6 nho gia tirng nghi ngo vé sy
twong xing cda hai nén tw twéng, cling nhw ngdn ngir. Mot sé
nha thira sai cho rang ngdén ngir Pong phwong (Hoa ngit)
khong thé dién dat mau nhiém cta Kitd gido, trong khi nho
gia cho rang, cac vi thira sai nhw Ricci ""danh 1an con den"
dung ngdn ngit nho hoc dé "bip" hay "quyén ri" nguoi tri
thirc ban xtr.

Mat khac, Ricci di xa hon. Tién sinh nhan ra duoc trong
diém cda doi thoai: dé gié¢i nho gia cé thé chip nhin dsi
thoai, phai lam cho ho nhan thirc dwoc muc dich (tc loi ich
va loi tich) cda doi thoai. Thir nhat, Ricci tao cho ho mot cdm
twong, Kitd gido chinh la mdt déng minh quan trong gitip ho
phé binh Phat gido va Pao gido, tirc "ké thu" cia nho gido.
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Thwc vay, Ricci da tirng viét mot s6 tac phdm chirng minh dao
ly ctia hai nén tén gido trén la "phi ly,"” "phi nhan," "yém
thé," "mé tin," "di doan." Thit dén, ngai mang lai cho ho
nhitng ki€n thirc nhw todn hoc, thién van hoc (dia d6 thé
gidi), stra lai lich. Ngai cong hién cho ho nhirng sdn phdm mé&i
la nhw déng ho, dia ban. Nhitng nho gia theo dao nhw Tw
Quang Khai, Ly Chi Tado va Dwong Pinh Quan la nhitng ngudi
thin phuc kién thirc quang bac cta Ricci. Do do6, ta cé thé noi
la Ricci va cac ban dong dong thuyét phuc dwoc mot sé6 nho
gia, va vé sau dwoc thién cam cua Thanh dé Khang Hy nho
vao "ky tai" cia ho va nho vao viéc ho nhan ra dwoc sé thich,
cling nhuw khuynh hwéng ap dung khoa hoc dé€ phat trién
quéc gia va bao vé quyén lwc ctia gid¢i cAm quyén nho gia.

m"mon mnmon

2.3. Ttr Ban té&i Thu: Khi Chi Nhdan Bi Quén Lang

Thé nhung, khi gi¢i Nho gia nhan ra rang, dia vi ciia ho
dan dan bi cac nha truyén gido "tiém doat." Sw wu &i cda
Khang Hy, cling nhw uy thé ctia cic nho gia theo dao lam gi¢i
nho gia cdm thiy quyén loi cia ho bi de doa. Twr diy, hao
quang cua "ky tai Lgi-Ma-Pau" (tén tiéng Hoa cia Matteo
Ricci) dan din lu mo. Nhit 1a sau khi Ricci qua doi, cac nha
truyén gido cang ngay cang mit dnh hwdng noi nho gia. Phan
nguwoc lai, gi¢i dai sy phu, va nhat 1a gidi suw sii bat dau viét
bai phé binh chi trich cling nhw néi xau Kit6 gido va cac nha
truyén gido. Sw thu nghich cang ngay cang gia tang. Vu "Nam
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Kinh Gido An" nim 1617 (d&i Than Téng nha Minh), Ian dau
tién ta thiay cac nha truyén gido bi truc xuat ra khéi Trung
Hoa. Su thu nghich di dén tot dd v&i sac 1énh cAm dao clia vua
Thanh hoang Dung Chinh (1723-1735), va dwoc Can Long
(1736-1795) tiép tuc. Trwérc Dung Chinh va Can Long, Khang
Hy (1654-1722), da tirng rat thién cam v&i Kitd gido. Nha vua
da phong quan cho nhiéu thira sai nhw J. Bouvet, Jean de
Fontaney, D. Parentin, va nhit la rat trong dung John Adam
Shall von Bell (ttc Thang Nhuwoc Vong) va Ferdinand
Verbiest (tirc Nam Hoai Nhan, 1623-1668). Hai nha thwra sai
sau da ché tao nhiéu cdng cu khoa hoc nhuw vién vong kinh, va
ca vii khi nhw dai bac gitip nha vua. Chinh vi thé ma, vao nam
1692, Khang Hy ban hoang lénh khoan hong Kitd gido, coi
Kitd gido nhw Phit gido, dwoc tw do truyén dao va to chirc
gido hoi. Song ciing chinh Khang Hy, khi bi Tong toa La Ma ha
nhuc gat bé y kién ctia nha vua vé nghi 1&é Trung Hoa, di ra
1énh truc xu4t thira sai, pha bé nha tho cling nhw ra siac 1énh
bat hgp phap hoéa Kitd gido tai Trung Hoa. Trong doan nay,
ching tdi xin dwoc phép tém lwgc mot s6 nguyén nhan dan
t&i sw xung dot gitra nho gia va cac nha truyén gido:

(1) Sw Khadc Biét vé Muc Dich.

Khi ngwoi Hoa nhan ra rang, muc dich ciia cidc nha
truyén gido khong phai 1a gidp triéu dinh hay lién két gidi
nho gia dé chong lai thé lwc ctia Phit gido, song la dé truyén
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dao. Khi ma T4y dwong bi hiéu IAm, thwong bi dong nghia véi
quyén lwc; nhat 1a khi thé lwc cia ngwoi Tdy phwong cang
ngay cang manh ap dao thach thirc gi¢i nho gia quan lai, thi
nguoi ta khong chu y, hay khong nhan ra muc dich rao giang
tin mirng nira. Mot khi khong c6 tin mirng ma chi c6 tin buén
(mat thé lwc, mat quyén loi, bi ap ddo...), 16 dwong nhién la
gidi dai si phu sé tirc toi va bdo thu. Sy hiéu lAm tai hai nay
khong phai chi do 16i ca gi¢i nho gia, ma hon thé nira, do
chinh cac nha truyén gido. Ho qua néng long véi viéc 1ap gido
hoi dia phwong, xay cit nha tho, gy anh hwdéng véi chinh
quyén. Cha y 1a tuy Ricci tirng hy vong c6 thé gip hoang dé,
dwa vao thé lyc cia nha vua dé truyén gido, song ngai khéng
v6i xay nha tho, hay 1ap gido doan. Nhat 1a khi tinh hinh chinh
tri thay d6i, va khi thuc dan dé€ quéc bat dau dé y dén miéng
moi béo b& Trung Hoa, cac vi truyén gido da khéng sat canh
véi nguoi Hoa, ma con dwa vao thé lwc ngoai lai dé truyén
gido. Hans Kueng, mot than hoc gia néi tiéng cta dai hoc
Tuebingen viét (kha dung): " Va cong viéc truyén gido - ca
Cong gido 1an Tin lanh - vao lac bay gio (thé ky 19) hoan toan
phtt hop véi suw tinh todn dé& qudc clia cac cudng qudc Au
chau."

(2) Can Thiép Néi Bo

Sw hiéu ldm gia tang siu hon, khi gido hoi La M3 truc
ti€p can thiép vao ndéi bo cua Trung Hoa, va dong minh véi dé
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quéc vao thé ky 19. Ngay sau thoi Ricci, La Ma da tirng c6 mot
thai d6 nhw thé. R6 rang nhit la viéc La Ma can thiép vao nghi
1&é nguwoi Hoa, gdy ra vu an nghi 1é. Chung ta biét, sau Nam
Kinh Gido An 13 mot thoi gian gan 70 nam cong khai thu
nghich. Sw ¢ ging va nhiét tAm cta cic nha khoa hoc dong
Tén da lam cac vua nha Minh va hoang d€ Khang Hy hoa hoén
va to ra c6 thién cadm nhiéu véi Kitd gido. Nam 1692 nha vua
ra sic lénh khoan hong (Edict of Toleration), va cac nha
truyén gido dwoc gidng dao cong khai. Thé nhwng khi nha vua
g0i mot phai doan téi La Ma nam 1701 dé gidi thich vé nghi
1€ cia Trung Hoa (trong tda an phan xét nghi 1€ Trung Hoa do
cac linh muc dong Pa Minh va dong Phan Sinh yéu cau t6 tdi
dong Tén), thi ho dwgc tra 1o lanh nhat 1a "Khong Tt khéng
phai 12 than thanh chi c3, nhwng chi 1a mot dai sw," rang "Viéc
th¢ cung t6 tién khong dwoc phép coi nhw 1a nghi 18, song chi
1a su twdng nhé," "rang Thwong D& va Thién chi Vua trén
Trod, dwdi DAt va moi tao vat." Day thé chwa du, nam 1704
Gido chu Clemens XI ban sic 1énh ra va tuyét théng cho tat ca
nhitng ai ti€p tuc ap dung nghi 1& Trung Hoa, tho kinh t4 tién,
kinh bai Khong T, va dung tir ngir Thwong Dé va Thién. T
day, La Ma day nguoi Hoa, chi dwoc phép dung chitr Thién
Chda. N6i tom lai, Tong toa La Ma gidn ti€p doi hoi "Ai mudn
gitr dao, hodc nhap dao phai tlr bé 1a ngwdi Hoa." D6i véi mot
hoang dé tw cho minh la chda té cta trung tim thé giGi
(Trung Qudc), bi dbi x& nhw thé la mot quéc nhuc, bi "'man
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nhan" can thiép vao noi bo. Chung ta khong ngac nhién khi
Khang Hy titrc buc, ra sic 1énh cAm dao vao nam 1717, cho
phép tan pha cac nha thd, va bat cac Kitd hiru phai bé dao. La
M3 phan rng quyét liét hon. Nam 1742, Gido cha Bién Dirc
XIV (Benedictus XIV) ra tong huidn Ex quo singulari, tuyét
cdm nghi 1é Trung Hoa. Ta thiy rang cong trinh cta Ricci va
dong Tén da hoan toan bi phu dinh mét cach cay nghiét.
Trong qua trinh cta tranh chap nay, sw khac biét vé y nghia
cua nghi 1&é Pong phwong chi 1a mot co ché gidu hai muc dich
hoan toan khac nhau; tuy rang muc dich khac nhau cta ho
lién quan t&i quyén binh, hay vu lgi.

(3) Sw Sai Lam vé (Phwong Phdp) Sdach Lworc va Chién
Lwoc

Nhw ching t6i da trinh bay, Ricci da ap dung phwong
thé ban vi hda, va cung mot lic, hién dai héa. Dong thoi, ngai
cling 4p dung chién thuit "lién minh véi Nho gia dé phé binh
Phat gido va Dao gido." Ngoai ra, Ricci vAn con mang 4o
twdng ctia bai hoc Constantine, tin 1a néu c6 thé cai héa mot
vi hoang dé, thi c6 1é tit cd nwéc Trung Hoa sé "trd lai'" dao.
Tuy trong tAm cda luin van nay chu trong dén phwong phap
ban vi hda cla ngai, bdi vi n6 c6 gia tri cho cudc doi thoai
gilra cac ton giao va hé thirc, doan nay xin dwgc phép ban so
qua vé phwong thé truyén gido cua tién sinh.
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Vé phwong thé lién minh nho gia, hay phé binh Phat va
Pao gido, ching tbi thi€t nghi, sich lwoc ctia ngai dung, song
chién lwoc ctia ngai sai. Sw sai lam cta chién lwgc do su thiéu
hi€u biét ctia ngai va cac ban dong dong vé Phit gido va Pao
gido, vé tdm thirc clla ngwoi Hoa, va nhat la sy thiéu dong
nhat noi cac hoi dong va cac nha truyén gido.

Thir nhat, khi phé binh Pao gido va Phat gido, Ricci nghi
c6 thé lam vui long gi¢i dai s§ phu. Thwc ra linh muc chwa
nhan ra dwoc la trong dan gian, va ngay ca noi giéi tri thirc va
quan lai, tam gido da "dong nguyén' ngay sau doi nha Téng.
Thi du, ngay truéc thoi Téng, tiec vao thoi Tam Québc (403-
222 B.C), Pao gido va Khéng gido da bat dau lan 16n trong dan
gian. Sau thoi Téng, tw twdng Phit gido da bién doi nho gido,
y hét nhw nho gido da gdy mot anh hwéng sau dam trong
Phat gido Trung Hoa. Thé nén, ching ta c6 thé xac quyét I3,
nhiéu nho gia ciing tirng bi anh hwéng ctia dao Lio. Thé nén,
chién lwgc "phan dé tri" cta Ricci that bai ngay tir dau khi
tién sinh cong kich quan niém trwong sinh bat t&r cua Pao
gido. Pang khéc, vi khong hoan toan thiu triét vin héa Trung
Hoa, va nhit 1a Pao gido, Ricci da quén di rang, tAm thirc cla
ngwdi Hoa 1a mot tAm thirc "tdng hop." Ho tuy 1a nho gia,
song bai Phét, va song theo kiéu Pao gia. Vé diém nay, chiung
t6i da trinh bay trong mot ludn van vé sw Khac biét gitra tim
thirc Tay phwong va tam thirc Pong phwong. Noi day, ching
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toi chi xin phép nhidn manh mét diém, do6 la 16i suy tw nhit
nguyén (chi c6 mét chan ly, mot nén tdng) va nhi nguyén
(theo phwong thirc ding-sai, that-gia, trang-den, troi-dat...)
ma Ricci 4p dung giang dao da khong thanh cong, vi khéng
hop véi tAm thirc da nguyén va téng hop cia nguoi Hoa.
Piém dang noi 13, Ricci va cac ban dong dong da cd gang rat
nhiéu trong viéc lam Kit6 gido thanh Coéng gido, hay méot dao
phé quat cho tit cd moi nguoi. Va do dé, mot trong nhirng
phwong thé ma tién sinh 4p dung la hdi nhdp van héa. Gido
sw Sebes viét: "Ndi cho cung, Ricci da khéng tim cach bat
nguwoi Hoa phai theo hé thong triét hoc ctia Aristotle, hodc bat
c hé thong nao khac, nhwng ngwoc lai, ngai tim cach giai toa
Kit6 gido khoi mot hé thong twong tw, cling nhu moi yéu to
phi Kit6 gido thdy trong nén van minh Tay phwong. Kit6 gido
la Cong gido, hay mot dao pho quat cho tat cd moi nguoi. Va
do d6, mét trong nhirtng phwong thé ma ngai 4p dung 1a hoi
nhap van héa."

2.4. Chinh Sdch Truyén Gido

Hién nhién 1a Ricci da khong theo chinh sach truyén
gido ma La-ma cling nhw cac hoi dong khac ap dung. Khong
phadi tién sinh nhin ra co ché c6 tinh cach chinh tri, tirng bi
cac nwéece loi dung, hay kham pha ra tham vong vé quyén luc
cta cac hoi dong thira sai, ma ngai nhan thiy sach lwgc (hay
phwong phap) truyén gido khong thé 4p dung cho Trung Hoa,
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va nhirng nwéc c6 mot nén vin hda cao do. PE hi€u sw kho
khan cda Ricci cling nhw phwong thé héi nhip, trong doan
nay, ching toi chi xin trinh bay mot cach so lwgc vé giai doan
lich str kha rac rdi nay.

Vao thoi Ricci, cong cudc truyén gido tai Vién Pong hoan
toan dat dwdi sw bao ho cua vua nwéc Bo6 Pao Nha. Dong Tén
la mé6t hoi dong duy nhit dwoc giao sir mang truyén gido. Tuy
Ricci 1a nguoi Y, Alexandre de Rhodes (Pic Lo) 1a nguoi
Avignon, song tit ca phai tuin 1énh cta bé trén tong dong va
hoang dé nwéc Bo, béi vi triéu dinh B6 dwgc dac quyén do
Tong toa La Ma ban cho. Ai vao Trung Hoa qua cac nga dudong
khéc sé bi va tuyét thong! Thé nén, dén Trung Hoa hay Viét
Nam ho bt budc phai qua con duwdng Ao-Mén (tirc Macao,
dat nhwong cho B6). Tong thw Ex pastorali officio ciia Gido
chu Gregorius XIII ndm 1585 cam cac hdi dong khac khong
dwoc truyén gido tai Trung Hoa, da gitp cong viéc hoi nhip
cda Ricci rat nhiéu, it nhat la linh muc khong bi thoc gy banh
xe. Ti€c thay, khi thé lwc ciia B6 xu6ng doc, va khi Tong toa bi
cac nudc Tin lanh bic Au thach d6, La Ma bat budc phai dua
vao Tay Ban Nha, va nhat la Ba Lé. Ma cac nwdc nay goi cac
hoi dong ma ho cé thé sai khién. Tlr day, cic thira sai phai
theo 1énh ctia nha vua nwérc bao hd dong cua ho. Tuy cac Gido
chu ké tiép tim cach giam thé lwc clia cac nha vua véi nhiéu
sic thu, song tinh hinh khéng kha quan, vi La M3 thiéu tai
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chinh va nhan lwc cho céng cudc truyén gido. Nam 1622, Hoi
Truyén Ba Dirc Tin (Sacra Congregato per Propaganda Fide)
dwoc Gido cha Gregorius XV (trén ngdi 1621-23) thanh lap.
Gido cha Urbanus VIII (t.n 1623-1644) dit nén tang cho bd
véi Tong thu ky (bd trwdng) tién khoi 1a Hong y Francesco
Ingoli (1578-1649). Twr day cac nha truyén gido phai nghe
1énh cung mot Idc hoi dong, hdi Truyén Ba Pirc Tin va nwéc
bdo ho ho. Vi H6i chwa du lwc, nén cudc tranh chap noi bd
khong dé dang dwoc gidi quyét. Tinh hinh truyén gido ltc biy
gior dwgre mot gido sy phu trach téng quan (tai chinh) & nwéc
B6 nhin mét cach bi quan, dwgc gido sw Donal F. Lach cta dai
hoc Chicago tém lai nhu sau: "Gido sy (Antonio Albergati)
nhin dinh tinh trang dang buén (cta cudc truyén gido) la do
viéc d6i dai ngwdi ban xir mot cach tan nhan, do cudc sdng
budng tha cia ngudi Bo, do sw kinh dich ca dao 1an doi, do su
tranh chip gitra cic hoi dong, do sw ghen ty cia nhitng nguoi
thwong vé giai cdp doi, do viéc dat van dé linh thiéng dwdi
quyén loi qudc gia va ca nhan. Vi thiéu mot dwong 16i chung,
cac hoi dong nghe cac nwéc bao hd hon 1a Hoi Truyén Ba Dirc
Tin." Ho c6ng kich nhau, va tranh danh anh huwéng cia nhau.
Cac nha truyén gido Tdy Ban Nha (da s6 dong Da Minh) huc
hac véi HOi Thira sai Ba Lé, trong khi d6 cac linh muc dong
khé ngheéo Phan Sinh lai ban gio di td tdi cac gido sy dong
Tén. Pang sau ho la chinh pha Phap cua Louis XIV, ctia chinh
phd T4y Ban Nha va B6 Pao Nha (hoang dé Philipe III)... Viéc
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truyén gido do do6 rat dé dang bi loi dung. Tuy B6 Dao Nha
tirng canh cdo mot so thira sai khong dwoc phép buén ban,
hay lam nhitng gi c6 loi ich cho cd nhan minh, céng viéc
truyén gido di mang mot tinh cach chinh tri ma Gido hoi
khong ngo toi.

2.5. Vu An Nghi Lé hay Tranh Chdp Quyén Lo'i?

Phwong phap ban vi héa cta Ricci thuc ra khong dwoc
cac ban dong dong chia sé chdp nhin mét cach nhat tri. Sau
khi Ricci qua doi, ngwoi k€ vi Ngai, gido s§ Niccolo
Longobardo va mét thira sai khac, gido sy Sabatno de Ursis,
déng ¥ v&i cac vi thira sai tai Nhat 1a cAn phai duyét lai nhirng
tr ngit tin ly ma Ricci da dich va ap dung. Tuy sach cua
Longobardo khéng dwoc dong Tén chdp nhin va phd bién,
sach nay lai bi cac tu s§ dong Phan Sinh, Pa Minh va dong
Thira sai Ngoai quoc (Ba Lé) 1y lam diém twa, dwa vao d6 dé
céng Kkich Ricci va dong Tén. Navarrete, mét nha truyén gido
thudc dong Pa Minh, 1a ngwoi chéng ddi nghi 1&é Trung Hoa
mot cach quyét liét nhit. Linh muc khéng nhirng dwoc sy ting
ho cua cac thtra sai dong Phan Sinh va Pa Minh, ma con ca
Hoi Thira sai Ba Lé, cong thém véi mot s6 gido sy dong Tén
nhu Valentin Carvalho, Andre Palmeiro. Navarrete viét thw td
cao Ricci véi La M3, va ngay ca véi bé trén ca ciia dong Tén.
Ly luan cta Navarrete rat don gian: "T4t cd nghi 1&é Trung
Hoa, cling nhw viéc kinh bai t6 tién, Khong Ti... déu la vo
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than, hay phiém than, phan lai gido ly Céng gido. Tat ca phai
sa hda nguc."” Sw quyét liét cia Navarrete, si thanh cong cda
céng viéc truyén gido trong gi¢i nong din va chai lwdi cia
Alfonso Vagnoni va ap lwc cta cac chinh pha Phép, B6 va Tay
Ban Nha di khién Tong toa dirng han vé phia Navarrete. Vu
an nghi 18 két thic vdi sdc 1énh cAm nghi Ié Trung Hoa, va voi
viéc tra thu, cAm dao cua Khang Hy, ngwoi ma cac gido sy
dong Tén da dat hét hy vong vao, coi nhw la Constantine cta
bong phuong.

2.6. Noi Uu Ngoai Dau

Sw thiéu ton trong ciing nhw hiéu biét cic dao gido khac;
sw qua néng rudt véi s6 lwgng tré lai dao, va nhat 1a tAm thikc
thi€u hoi nhip cua cac gido sy, 1a nguyén nhan chinh giy ra
sw do v& cda cong trinh hoi nhip. Tuy thé, cling phai ké dén
suw tranh chip quyén loi, sw viéc ton gido bi chinh tri loi dung.

Vé&i mot cai nhin khach quan cia mot nguwdi khong phai
la Kité hitu, cling khong phai la nho gia, st gia L& Thuc
Cwong tirng nhan dinh nhirng ly do cia sw xung dot nhw sau:

-Sw chéng déi cua Phdt gido: Nhat 1a khi cic nha
truyén gido phé binh cho nhitng thuyét nhw luin hoi
(samsara), niét ban (nirvana), ki€p sinh 1a mé tin di doan. Cac
tang ni cang tirc bwc khi cac nha truyén gido chu trwong la
con nguoi cé thé sat sinh dong vat.
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- Sw chéng déi cua gioi dai sy phu: Nhiéu nho s§ dong
nghia Kitd gido v&i quin xam lwgce (cia cac nwdc Bo Pao Nha,
Tay Ban Nha va Hoa Lan). D€ bao vé Trung Hoa, ho bat budc
phai chong cac thira sai tir phwong Tay (nhat la khi ho chwa
phan biét dwoc cac nwéc Au chau, cac nha truyén gido va
thwong gia, van van). Ho cao tdi cac thwa sai t0i gian diép
(trwong hop Dwong Quang Tién t6 cdo gido sy John Adam
Schall von Bell véi L& B vao triéu dai Khang Hy).

- Khdc biét vé hé thirc: Cac nha truyén gido c6 mot nhian
quan khac biét vé vai tro cia Trung Quéc va dia vi bit kha
xAm pham cia Thién t& (hoang dé). Nho gia nhw Tham Dung,
V6 An LAm, Khai Long, Dwong Quang Tién do toi cho cac nha
truyén gido coi thwong Trung Qudc va hoang dé cta ho. Khi
cac nha truyén gido gidng thuyét rang Thién Chda méi la
Chua té can khoén, va nwéc Nguwdi méi 1a Thién qudc, ho da
gian ti€p phd nhan "Trung Quoc" va chirc vu Thién ti. Cac
nho gia va dai sy phu cho rang, luin thuyét cta cic nha
truyén gido trai tai vi "thién v6 nhi nhat, dat vé nhi vwong,"
va "pho thién chi ha, mac phi vwong thw, thodi thw chi binh,
mac phi virong than." TAm thitc nho gia cho rang Trung Hoa
mé&i 1A trung tAm vii tru (Trung Quéc), cdc nwdc khac déu 1é
thudc vao Trung Hoa. Khi quan niém nay bi cac nha truyén
gido va cac nwéc Au chau thach d6, ho khong thé khong tirc
gian.
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- Ly do thir tw la thdi dé bdo thu cua dai sy phu. Doi
v&i ho, nén nho hoc kinh dién méi dang trong. Nhirng kién
thitc cii vé Am lich (tir TAm phap luan d&i Han Vii dé t&i Thai
Chu lich doi Trinh Binh Hao, r6éi Tam Théng lich nha Han, T
Phan lich doi Pong Han...) dwoc coi nhw chan 1y bat dich. Thé
nén ho phan déi Tay lich cling nhw ban dia d6 thé gi¢i cla
Ricci. Twong tw ho cho thién van Tay phwong la "hoang
dwong, mé hodc." N6i chung, da sd nho gia phan doi kién
thirc khoa hoc, vi ho cho rang nhirng kién thirc nay di ngwoc
lai v&i nhirng kinh dién, nhit la kinh Dich.

- Ly do thir nam la mét ly do "tirc cwo'i”: cac nho gia
té toi Kité gido mé tin di doan, giong hét nhuw cic nha truyén
gido tirng phé binh Pao gido va Phit gido. P6i véi ho, cac tin
diéu nhw Thién Chda, Tam vi nhit thé (Thién Chua ba ngbi),
Thanh mAu, mac khai... 12 nhirng diéu phi ly khong thé hiéu
dwgc. Mat khac, viéc cdc nha truyén gido cong kich phong tuc
tdp quan cua xa hoi ngwdi Hoa nhw phong thuy, dia ly, kiéng
cach, luyén don, quy qudi... la huyén hodc mé tin cang lam dai
s§ phu tirc gian. Phan ghen tudng, phan kho chiu véi nhirng ly
thuyét cia Kit6é gido, nho gia va sw sidi phéng dai to toi cac
thira sai v&i Dung Chinh nhw sau: ".. khi mac bénh, khong
dwgc phép uong thudc ma phai doi gido sy; ma phu nit bi 16t
hét y phuc khi chita bénh..." Prwong nhién, 11 t6 tdi hoan toan
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sai lam, song nhitng tin d6n nhw viy da dén tai moi nguoi, va
gay 1én mot hdu qua tai hai.

- Ly do thir sdu phdt xudt tir hai 16i nhin khdc biét vé
vai tro ctiia con ngwoi. Ricci bi anh hwéng cua nho gidao doi
tién Tan, nén gidi thich Thién va Thwong dé 1a Thién Chua cé
nhan vi, va la Chta té can khén. Trong khi tin nho, nhat 1a
nhém bi dnh hwéng thuyét 1€ 1y clia Vwong Dwong Minh, coi
Thién nhw dao ly thuidn tdy. Twong tw LAm Khai Long nhin
dinh 1a thién chi 1a thién ly, tirc 1a mot luat tw nhién: "Thién
gia ly ngi, dé gia chda té nhi ngdn da. Phu thién chi sinh dan,
hitru vat bat hitu tic, nhan ning thuan thién ly, hiép dé tac, t&
ha chu té van vat, déng tri can khon, b6 vi tru chi Khuyét
hién, chinh dang dai chi hoc thuat, ti ngd nho chi so vi thién
chu da. Nhi thién ha dan vat, cadch cd nhat thién cha da." Sw
tranh chap khong chi vong quanh hai quan niém Thién va
Thwong d€, ma con lién quan téi nhitng khai niém cdn ban
khac ctia nho va Pao nhw Thai cuc, thién dudng, dia nguc.
Trén nguyén ly, nho gido cho rang con ngudi l1a cin ban, c6
thé tré thanh Thanh va Thin. Quan niém sang tao va thu tao
di ngwoc véi quan niém nhan ban cta ho.
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3. Cudc Pdi Thoai Chéo Cang Ngong
3.1. Khi Ong N6i Ga Ba Néi Vit

Thwc ra cac vi thira sai cling nhw giai cdp nho gia chwa
bao gio bat dau ddi thoai. Nhw da tirng nhac vé su di biét gitra
muc dich cling nhw phwong phap, ching ta nhin thay 13, néu
c6 déi thoai, thi cuéc doi thoai nay cling chi mang tinh chat
chién thuit. Hoac n6i ding hon, diy 1a mot cudc doi thoai cta
hai anh chang gia diéc, hay cda chi hang c4 hang tom. N6i mot
cach bi thdm hon, diy chi 1a mot cudc ddi thoai chéo cang
ngdng. Nhitng st liéu dwoc cac nha truyén gido gitt lai goi vé
cac bac thdm quyén tai La M3 hay tai Ba Lé, Lisbon, vin van...,
cling nhw nhitng ban vian ma cic nho gia dwong thoi tirng viét
céng kich chitrng minh diém nay.

Trong khdi tw liéu Ricci dé lai, ching ta nhan thiy la nha
thira sai y thirc mot cach rat ro rang kh6 khan nay. Doi véi
tién sinh, viéc hoc héi tiéng ban x&, hay chap nhan phong tuc
tap quan cta dia phwong, va ngay ca theo 16i s6ng cia mot
giai cip lanh dao l1a nhitng diéu kién tién quyét dé truyén ba
dirc tin. N6i cach khac, ban vi héa cta tién sinh khong c6
nghia la hoan toan chip nhén gia tri cia ngwoi Hoa, song chi
la thu nhan mét sé gia tri dao dirc, va ap dung cac phwong thé
cda ho. Nhwng néi cach chung, Ricci kinh trong nén van héa
Trung Quéc. Vé phwong dién nay ngai theo Francis Xavier khi
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thanh nhan 14y van héa, ngdén ngir ban xr d€ rao truyén tin
mirng tai An P6 va Nhat. Tuy thé, kiu ban vi héa nay cta
Ricci cling rat ¢ thé bi chi trich 1a mot thai dé xu thoi "di véi
Phit van 4o ca-sa, di véi ma mac do gidy." Piéu ma giéi hoa
thwong Phat gido tirng cong kich.

D1 nhién, sw phé binh ctia cac hoa thwong khong hoan
toan dung. Trwong hop Francis Xavier va Ricci, ban vi hoa
khéng chi 12 mot phwong thé, ma xuit phat tir long kinh
trong van hoa dia phwong cia cic ngai. Nhw ching ta da thay,
cac vi thanh that ton trong gia tri dao dirc cua ngwdi Hoa ma
ho cho la cao quy va twong hop véi dao ly cia Kitd. Chung t6i
thiét nghi 1a Ricci va cac ban déng dong ctia ngai thanh thit.
Tuy thé, sy thanh tAm cta ho chwa chirng minh dwoc 1a ho
dat gia tri cda van héa ngwdi Hoa ngang hang vé&i van minh
Kit6 gido. Thuc ra, ho van cho rang, du vian héa Hoa c6 cao
sang t&i dau, thi cling chi la preambula fidei, tirc don dwong
cho niém tin Kit6 gido ma théi. Twong tw, mac du cac nha
truyén gido nhw Ricci rat kinh trong dic Khéng T, ho ciing
chi coi dirc Khdng ngang hang véi cac tién tri, hay cic thanh
nhén thoi Trung cd. Ly do 13, chi c6 mot dao that; chi cé mot
chan ly; va chi c6 mot vi Chua té can khon.

Cac nho gia va dai si phu cling c6 mot 16i nhin twong tw
vé Khong gido. Do d6, chin ly duy nhat, dao ly chin thit nhit,
va gia tri cao nhit thudc vé ho. Chinh vi thé, viéc cac nha
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truyén gido tlr chdi, hay ha thap nhitng gia tri tri thirc, dao
drc, chinh tri xa héi cda ho la mét xdc pham, thach dé va si
nhuc. Cai nhuc ctia quoc gia, cai nhuc cia dao Nho, va cai
nhuc bi ha bé 13 nhitng cai nhuc ma ngwdi quan tir bat budc
phai trad thu (Luan ngit: "quan t& hitu thu tat bdo"). Thwc vay,
khi thay gia tri cao quy cia minh bi thach d6, thai do dau tién
cia nho gia va sw sai la nghi ngo, hay phé binh (thi du hoa
thwong Thich Chu Hong). Thit t&i, khi thiy cang ngay cang
kém vé (trong lanh vuc khoa hoc, ky thuat), ho bat dau ndi
xau, chri nhitng nha truyén gido ttr "da nhan," t&i "da man;"
tlr "quy mat xanh" t&i "bach quy." Va sau cung, khi thiy sw
nguy co c6 thé mat quyén hanh (dwéi thoi hoang dé Khang
Hy), ho tim cach t6 toi va kiém c& dé truc xuit hay trirng phat
cac nha truyén gido. Tranh chip nghi 1€ 1a mot c&, mic du cé
nay, dudi con mat cia ngwoi thoi nay, chi la mot cé nho mon.
Nhw ching tdi da viét, c& chinh y&u nam trong sw khac biét
vé muc dich, muc dich théng tri hay quyén loi, ma ca hai bén,
nhit 1a cic nha truyén gido khong muon noi.

Pao ly cia nho gia ding hay sai, cling nhw nhirng tin ly
cda Kitb gido hop ly hay phi ly, ddy khéng phai la luin dé cda
bai viét nay. Piém ma ching t6i mudn nhin manh t&i, dé la
thai d6 cda hai bén chwa phai la thai d6 cua doéi thoai. Nhw
ching t6i da nhan manh ngay dau bai viét, muc dich cia bai
viét ndy nham dén cong viéc di tim nhirng nguyén ly cin ban
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cho cudc ddi thoai, mot cudc ddi thoai binh ding ma ca hai
bén c6 thé chip nhin. Thé nén, ching toi thiét nghi, chirng
minh sw chan that cta dao ly 1a cong viéc ctia than hoc gia;
mot diéu vwot khoi pham vi ctia bai viét nay, nén ching toi
tranh khong ban t&i noi day.

Vi thiéu mét nén tadng, hay thiéu nhirng nguyén ly cho
cudc doi thoai, cudc doi thoai gitra nho gido va Kitd gido van
dam chan tai ché. DAy chi 1a mot cudc ddi thoai chéo cang
ngodng, hay mot doc thoai kiéu ""vach dau gdi ra ma noi!" Cudc
d6i thoai chéo cang ngdng nay van tiép tuc cho dén ngay nay
sau hon 417 nam, ké tlr ngay Ricci bwéc chin 1én Triét Giang,
vung dat Trung Hoa.

3.2. Tdm Thirc Péc Téon hay Tranh Chdp giira Chu
va Khdach

Lich st can dai cia Trung Hoa la mot lich st bi dat va tai
nhuc: Con rong khéng 16 bi cac nwéc nhé dan ap va thong tri.
Sw lac hiu cta nha Thanh, ciing nhu sw viéc ""bé quan toa
cang" thiu canh tan da gitip cac nwéc Au My danh bai Trung
Hoa mét cach dé dang. Cac hiép dinh b4t binh dang (ké tw
chién tranh Gia-phién két thiic nam 1842 vé&i hiép wéc Nam
Kinh); cac cudc cat dit, xén dit, nhwong dat, va cac bai tran
lién ti€p khéng nhirng gian ti€p chirng minh sy h bai bat luwc
cda "'nho hoc" (chi* chwa phai cia nho gido), ma dong thoi
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cling chitng minh tinh chit cao minh ctia nén khoa hoc va van
minh Tay phwong. Ngay cd Nhat ban, mot nwdc "moi ro"
tirng phai triéu c6ng TAy An va Bic Kinh, nho vao khoa hoc
ky thuat (tir sw canh tan cta Minh Tri Thién Hoang), cling da
du lyc dé xam lwoc Trung Hoa, cat Man Chau thanh mot nwéc
ddc 1ap. Strc manh cda khoa hoc kj thuit la mét diéu cac dai
sy phu khong thé viii du nham mat khéng nhan.

Cac nha truyén gido khi rao giang Kit6 gido la tinh than
ctia T4y phwong, va khi ho c6 y ""danh 14n con den," cho khoa
hoc nhw 1a dic tinh cta Kitd gido da gian ti€p chirng minh
tinh chat siéu viét cta Kitd gido. Sw thing thé cta khoa hoc,
quan lwc, kinh té TAy phuong cho ho 4o twdng la cai dao cda
ho d3 "danh bai" nén vidn héa dwa trén Khong gido. Hans
Kueng viét kha dung nhw sau: "Kitd hda con goi 1a thudc dia
héa, noi day anh nha budn véi chang linh va nha truyén gido
cung noi tay cong tac véi nhau. Nhw tit cd nhitng nguoi da
trang tw ngao man véi tinh chat wu viét cia giéng noi minh,
nha truyén gido thwdong khong hiéu, thiéu té nhi va ngao man
déi vdi truyén théng ban xi..."

Thwc viy, giong nhw cac nha truyén gido, da sé nho gia
cling da khong thé nhin ra dwgc sw khac biét gitra van minh
khoa hoc T4y phwong va tinh than Kitd gido. Ho chi nhin ra
mot cach phién dién rang, sw lién tiép thang tran cda cac
nwéc Tay phwong cé lién quan tédi sw kién cic nha truyén
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gido, nhit 1a Tin lanh, 6 at téi Trung Hoa. Ho chi nhan ra rang,
vé&i sy suy sup cda cac thw vién (tlc cac tredong nhd) la sw
moc lén nhw ndm cda cac ngdi treong ctia cadc nha truyén
gido. Ho chi nhan ra rang, cic nha truyén gido gan lién vdi sw
0 nhuc cua nwéc ho. Phong trao phan loan ctia Thai binh
Thién qudc (bi anh hwdng cua Kitd gido va dao Lio) da khién
gan 20 triéu ngwoi thiét mang trong mot thoi gian ngan
(1850-1866). Tir vu tham sat & Thién Kinh do hau qua cta sy
bat binh dang ctia hiép wéc Thién Kinh (1858) nhuwong phép
cac nha truyén gido c6 quyén mua ban va thué dat, roi dén vu
nguwoi ngoai qudc dé ép nguoi ban xir. Ta khong la gi khi
phong trao chong Kité gido ma tiéu bi€u la phong trao Nghia-
Hoa Quyén (hay Nghia-Hoa Poan, bi ngwdi Tay phwong goi la
Loan quyén, Boxers) ndi 1én vao nim 1900 nham giét tat ca
moi ngwdi ngoai quéc, va ngwdi Hoa theo dao, thi gidi tri
thirc ngwoi Hoa da khong 1én an, hay lén an rat nhe sw da
man cda phong trao nay. Tir sw kién nay, ho déng nghia ai
quéc voi sw viéc chong Kitd gido; bao vé Khdng hoc voi i
quéc, va nhit 1a bdo vé quyén loi ciia ho véi viéc bach hai
Kit6 hitu (nhw trwong hop Van Than tai Viét Nam, va thoi
Thanh mat véi Nghia-Hoa Poan).

Tam trang cua ngwoi chi nha bi khach tiém vi, tdng ra
khéi ctra 1a tdm trang chung cta gi¢i dai si phu vay. Khi ma

"thay phan,"” "6ng ddc," "thay ky"... tirc gidi tin hoc theo Tay
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"t6i reou sim banh sang stra bo;" ma ngwoc lai, kKhi ma cac si
phu bi lo 1a khinh thwong ""thay do thiy dac;" ""bo roi bo rét"
v&i can "nha trong ba gian, mét thiy mét c6 mot cho cai;" dé
roi that nghiép ""0ng nghé 6ng cdng ciing nam co" ddi rach ta
toi; khi ma "trén ghé ba ddm ngoi dit vit" dé réi "dwdi sin
ong ci ngdng dau rong" si sup lay, thi sy mat si dién dong
nghia v&éi mat quyén lgi; va mat quyén lei tirc 1a mét sinh
ménh. Bi tham hon, tinh trang nay la tinh trang chung cua ca
nuwéc. Chinh vi vAy ma gidi si phu hiéu dwoc mot cach thAm
thia va dau sét, mit quyén lgi tirc 1a mat nwdc, ma nwéc mat
thi nha tan. N6i tom lai, khi dong nghia quyén loi giai cAp nha
nho v&i dat nwdc, thi trong 6¢ nha tri thirc, lich st can dai cda
Trung Hoa va ctia Viét Nam la mot lich st qua dau thwong. Va
do dd, ho coi viéc mat nwdc véi cai thang loi (Am muu) cla
cac nha truyén gido. Ho két lun (mot cach rat w sai lac va chu
quan) 13 theo dao dong nghia vé&i phan béi, va tinh than ai
quéc dong nghia véi viéc chéng dao Kitd. Theo cai luin ly
quai g& nay, Kité hitu khong phai Ia Han gian thi cling la Viét
gian, ma gi¢i nho gia yéu nwédc phai cé nghia vu tiéu diét
(nhw thiy noi phong trao Van Thin va Nghia Hoa Quyén).

3.3. Khi Giéi Sy Phu Tinh Gidc Méng Hong Ldu

Hong Liu Mong khéng phai chi 1a mot bd sach vin
chwong tuyét tac dién dat tinh yéu ling man. Hong Lau Mong
dién dat mot gidc mo xa hoa hoan toan tach roi thuc té. Khi
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ma gidi dai si phu, khi ma cac nho gia vé mdng, tinh giac, ngo
ngac trwdc sw viéc "nwdédc mat nha tan,” ho cling nhan ra
dwoc 1a Kitdé gido khong hoan toan déng nghia v&i khoa hoc
k¥ nghé. Bai hoc ciia Minh Tri Thién Hoang tai Nhat giup ho
nhén ra la ho c6 thé tiép thu khoa hoc ma khong can dén Kitd
gido. Tlr diy, gidi tAn nho bit dau tié€p thu cac kién thirc cua
Tay phuwong, song van quyét liét phan d6i Kitd gido. Truong
hop gi¢i tan nho, va ca nhitng ngudi theo chi nghia xa hoi, tir
Khang Hiru Vi, Pam T& Pong téi Nghiém Phuc, tir Quang Tw
t&i nhirng nha tri thire tai Pai hoc Bac Kinh (Tai Nguyén Boi,
H6 Thich, Tran P6c T4 va cd Mao Trach DPong...). Tai Viét
Nam, nho gia sau Van than nhw Phan B6i Chau, Phan Chu
Trinh, va ngay cd nhém Ty Lyc Van DPoan ciling khong cé
thién cam gi véi Kité gido ma ho cho la ngoai lai. Tuy vay, sw
chéng déi Kité gido khong con quyét liét nhuw trudce. Boi vi,
bay gio, doi véi ho, Kitd gido khong phai 1a nguyén do cta sw
thang loi Tay phuwong, cling khong phai 1a c¢& chinh cta sw
mat nwéc. Pa s§ van c6 thién cdm véi gido Iy cia Thanh Kinh
va cong nhin dao ly ctia Pirc Kit6 c6 mot gia tri ph6 quat. Tuy
thé, ho van khong wa gi cac nha truyén gido.

Trong doan nay, ching t6i xin dwoc tém lwoc mot so
tranh luan trong thap nién vira qua, tai Pai Loan va Hwong
Cang, noi ma gidi tin nho dwgc sy giup d& cda chinh quyén
dé chong cdng, song ciling chdng Kitd gido mét cach quyét liét.
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Ngay sau cach mang Tan Hoi (1911) do mét Kité hiru
lanh dao (bac sy Ton Dat Tién), thi vai tro ctia nho gido da bi
m¢o din. Chinh phi Dan Qudc bai bé khoa ctr va thiét 1ap cac
dai hoc theo Au My. Do d6, d6i véi cwru nho gia, ké thii ctia ho
bay gior khong phai la Kit6 gido, song la nhém Tan hoc. Truéc
cach mang, Trung Hoa da c6 kha nhiéu tri thirc cai caich nhw
Lwong Khai Siéu, Khang Hiru Vi, Pam Tk Pong. Song cai dau
thwong ctia ho l1a sy ¢6 chip cia Ttr Hy thai hdu va nhém cwu
nho bdo thd. Thé nén, vao nam 1919, khi phong trao Ngii Tk
Van Pong do nhitng nha tri thic tré nhw H6 Thich, Tai
Nguyén Boi... ciia Pai Hoc Bic Kinh dng 1én doi v4t nho hoc
vao "cau xi" thi khéng thay ai dam ding ra bién cii cho nho
hoc (ngoai trir 6ng Lwong Thiu Minh, gido sw Pai Hoc Bic
Kinh, qua d&i nam 1986). Ngay ca nhitng nha 4i quéc ciing
nhan ra rang, nho hoc cdn mii ky da lam nwéc Trung Hoa
nhu nhwoc. Phong trao Pong du (Nhat) va Tay du dwoc khéi
xwdng. Tuy thé, TAy du va Pong du khéng phai dé hoc Kitd
gido, song nhirng ly thuyét va nén khoa hoc c6 loi cho viéc
canh tin dit nwéc cda ho. Diém ma ching tdéi mudn noi, 1a
nhirng 1y thuyét ho hoc dwoc, da s6 hodc chéng tén gido, hodc
tho o v&i ton gido (tikc thuyét bat kha tri). Pay la 1y do, da s6
gidi tri thirc nghiéng vé duy vat (nhuw triét hoc tién héa cua
Charles Darwin, bién chitrng duy vat cda Marx, hay thuc luan
thuyét ctia John Dewey, hay bat kha tri luidn cida Bertrand
Russell). Nho gia thuwc ra hoan toan mét gia tri. Néu c6 chi con
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dwoc chd y téi, d6 1a nhitng quan niém vé dao dirc ciia nho
hoc ma théi. Sau nam 1949, va nhat la sau Cach mang Van
hoéa (1968), nho gia con roi vao tinh trang tham thwong hon
nira. CAc Khdng miéu bi tan pha. Gidi tri thic cé thién cam
v&i nho hoc bi cai tao, hodc bi bat viét tw thi, nhw trudmg hop
Phung Hitu Lan.

Pa s6 nho gia trén sang Pai Loan va Hrong Cang. Chinh
pht ctia Twéng Gidi Thach da loi dung ho nhw mét con bai dé
chong cong. Ho Tudng gitip tai chinh thiét 1ap Tan A Thu Vién
tai Hrong Cang tap trung cac nho gia, va phat dong phong
trao phuc hwng van héa Trung Qudc. Phuc hwng noi diy dong
nghia v¢i tai nhan gia tri cia nho gido. Nhom nho gia nay, da
s6 tirng 1a gido sw dai hoc tai Dai luc, chong cong thi it ma
chdng Kitd gido thi nhiéu. Ho d6 106i sw suy sup cta Trung
quéc cho ngwoi Tay phwong, va nhat 1a cho Kitd gido. Tuy
nhién, vi van con so dnh hwéng cta Twéng Gidi Thach, nén
ho khong dam cong khai phan déi Kit6 gido.

Khong qua bi thdm nhw Khong gido, Kit6 gido dwoc suw
nang d& cua cic chinh phu ngoai qudc, nhit 1a cua Hiép
Chung Qudc. Ciing chinh vi vy ma, Kitd gido van thwong bi
hiéu IAm nhue mét dao cua ngoai qudc, phuc vu ngwdi ngoai
qudc. Giébng nhw & Viét Nam sau thoi Dac Lo, nhap dao dong
nghia véi "vao trong long Hoa Lan," thi & Trung Hoa, theo
dao 1a theo dao nguwdi ngoai quéc dé c6 banh, cé sira. DE giai
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téa sw hi€u lam tai hai nay, cac hoc gia Kité hiru di dua ra
mot chwong trinh d6i thoai v&i Nho gia, nhat 1a véi cac tin
nho nhw Puwong Quan Nghia, Mau Téng Tam, Lao Tw Quang
va cac hoc tro cda cac d6ng. Cudc déi thoai gan day, tuy c6 doéi
chut tién bd, song van con nam li & giai doan dau, tirc tim
hiéu d6i phwong ma thoi.

3.4. Tan Nho: Ly Tri, Khoa Hoc, Ai Quéc va Pao
Ngoai Lai

Sw hiéu lam vé Kitd gido c6 thé thiy trong cac bai phé
binh van héa Tay phwong cia cac tan nho nhw Mau Téng
Tam, Pwong Quan Nghia va Lio Tw Quang. Pai dé cai nhin
cda ho c6 thé tom lwoc trong nhirng diém sau:

- Thi nhat, gia tri cia nén nhan ban cua nho gido vwot
xa khoi hoc thuyét ctia Kit6 gido. Nhian ban ctia nho gido xay
trén chinh con ngui, va dao nhan, hay dao con nguoi la mot
nén dao dirc ndi tai, c6 tinh chat tw chd (autonomy). Pay la
ludn dé ctia Miu Toéng Tam dwa trén dao dic hoc cuda
Immanuel Kant.

- Thir téi, thé gidi tinh than 1a mot thé gidi nodi tai. Ma
tinh than ndy dwoc biéu hién qua nho gido, mot ly thuyét dwa
trén "ndéi thanh ngoai vwong", trc moét ndi tai thuyét
(immanentism). Luin thuyét nay dwoc DPwong Quin Nghia dé
xwdng, dua trén ly thuyét cda F. G. Hegel, va phat trién trong
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tac phadm Trung Qudc Triét Hoc dich Tinh Than ma Ngo Lam,
mot dd dé ctia ho Pwdng, huyénh hoanh cho rang vuot xa
Hegel.

- Thr ba, nho gido dwa vao nhan ban va dwoc xay dung
trén nén tang cua ly tri, trong khi Kit6 gido dwoc xay dung
trén mot thé gidi huyén linh khong thé dung ly tri dé chirng
minh. Néi cach khac, Kit6 gido la dao cia mac khai, trong khi
nho gido la dao cuda ly tri va nhan ban.

- Thi tw, nén dao dirc cia nho gido khéng nhirtng khoa
hoc, ma con hop véi con nguoi, trong khi nén dao dirc ctia
Kitd gido do Thwong DE thiét 1ap, nén vwot khoi con nguwoi,
va phi khoa hoc.

Ngoai nhitng luin dé trén, mot dé tir cia Miu Téng Tam,
Tai Nhan Hau con cho rang nho gido 1a mot ly thuyét cua
nguwoi Hoa. Chinh vi thé Nho gido 1a mot triét hoc quéc gia.
Yéu nuwdéc dong nghia véi bao vé nho gido. Nhw ching toi da
tirng phé binh luin dé ctia Tai Nhan Hau, mot luin dé chi co6
hai cho cudc doi thoai vi tinh chit cwc doan, thit thoi, va vi
tinh chat au tri, ching t6i sé khong ban noi day. Tuy nhién,
nhitng ludn dé cta cac tin nho khac nhw Mau Toéng Tam,
Puwong Quan Nghia va cd Phwong Pong My dang dwoc cha y
hon.
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4. Piéu Kién di téi Hoi Nhap

Qua cudc doi thoai véi nhém tin nho, cac hoc gia Kitd
gido hy vong c6 thé pha v& birc man y hé, giai tda sy hiéu lam
tai hai cia gi¢i tAn nho déi véi Kitd gido. Chién thuit cda cac
hoc gia Kitd gido 1a 1am cho nho gia cam th4y rang ho clng
deo dudi cuing mdt muc dich. Ho nhdn manh rang hai nén
nhan ban khéng c6 chi khac biét. Néu khac biét, thi d6 chi la
do hiéu ldm ngoén ngit. Chinh sy khac biét vé ngbén ngir nay
phan dnh mot tAm thirc ca biét, va cling chinh vi thé ma lam
cho hai bén cang xa cach. Thé nén dé déi thoai, trwéc hét phai
tim ra mot ngoén ngit chung. Pong thoi, cd hai bén déu phai
chip nhin 16i suy tw ca biét cia nhau, va di tim ngon ngir
twong xirng dé hiéu biét d6i phwong.

4.1. Tré Lai Khéi Diém

Cac luan van cta Pho Bo6i Vinh (gido sw nho hoc tai Pai
Hoc Quéc Gia Pai Loan), Thim Thanh Tong (nguyén gido sw
triét hoc tai Pai Hoc Chinh Tri, hién git chtrc Chinh Gido tai
DPai hoc Toronto), Chau Lién Hoa (muc sw Tin Lanh) va Luc
Pat Thanh (mo6t linh muc dong Tén, gidao sw tén gido hoc tai
Pai Hoc Phu Nhan) déu nham vao coéng viéc giai thich cac
khai niém, cling nhw nhitng ng6 nhan trong qua kh. Khong
can phai noi, day 1a nhitng cd ging dang ké cta Kitd hitu. Ho
tiép tuc céng viéc ban vi héa cda Ricci cling nhw cia mot so
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than hoc gia ctia dai hoc Phu Nhan. Tuy thé, cong viéc d6i
thoai vAn con i a1 ach, chwa c6 tién trién 1a bao. Trong phan
nay, chung t6i thi phan tich cudc doi thoai, cling nhw dé nghi
mot s6 nguyén tac cho cudc ddi thoai trong twong lai.

Sau khi da phan tich dién tién lich st cia sw twong khic
gitra Khéng gido va Kit6 gido, ching t6i nhan ra moét s6 diém
ma ca hai bén c6 tinh tranh né, hodc c6 y diu kin. Song chinh
nhitng diém nay méi 1a nguyén nhan cla nhirng cudc tranh
chip. Nhirng di€m nay chinh la (1) sw khac biét vé muc dich
cta doéi thoai, va (2) vé chinh phwong phap déi thoai. Trong
phan th& hai va ba, khi phan tich muc dich va phwong phap
cua cudc ddi thoai, ching t6i da nhan ra tinh cach chéo cang
ngdng. Day khong phai 1a mot cudc doi thoai cia ngwdi mu
diéc, song 1a nhitng doc thoai, tir ch6i m& rong tam, tri va
tranh né khéng da dong t&i nhitng trong diém cta déi thoai.
Nhin ra nhw thé, ching t6i chd trwong, d6 1a, dé cudc doi
thoai thanh coéng, nho gia cling nhw hoc gia Kité hiru phai
trwc dién hai diém then chét: dé 1a muc dich va phwong phap
cda déi thoai. Trong phén nay, ching t6i xin dwgc phép ban
mot cach dai cwong nhuw sau.

4.2. Pi Tim Ngon Ngir Chung

Nhw ching ta da thay, kh6 khan dau tién cda cac nha
truyén gido 1a khong ki€ém ra dwoc ngdn ngit chung dé dién
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dat, biéu ta Phiic Am ciing nhw lJam ngwdi ban xir thong sudt
st diép ctia Drc Kitd. Sau hon 4 thé Ky tir thoi Ricci, chiing ta
van chua giai quyét dwoc khé khin ctia Ricci. Ching ta tw hdi,
tai sao dai sw Huyén Tang (Pwong Tam Tang, vao thé ky thir
7, doi Tong) da twong d6i thanh cong dich Kinh Phit tir tiéng
An Db sang Han ngit, ma cac thira sai lai thit bai? Cho dén
gan day, cac nha Han hoc (Sinologists) va than hoc gia Cong
giao cling nhu Tin Lanh nghf la:

D6 c6 1€ 1a tai sw thiéu ngdn ngir cling nhw khai niém
khoa hoc ly tri noi nguwdi Hoa. N6i mot cach ngao man hon,
nguwdi Hoa chua c6 triét hoc, va 16i tw duy ctia ho van con man
da (primitive). Pay 1a mot luan diéu ma da s6 ngwoi da trang,
va cac nha truyén gido, va ca nhirng nguwoi chéng déi Kitd
gido da tin, it nhat cho dén nhitrng nam gin day. Chdng ta
khong can phai néi 1a ludn dé nay hoan toan sai lam. Khi ma
nguwoi Nhat danh bai ham déi cia Nga (1905) sau khong day
50 nim canh tin, ngwdi da trang da ngd ngang khong dam tin
vao sw that. Khi ma cac nha khoa hoc Nhat, Tau doat dwoc
giai Nobel vé vat ly va hoa hoc, ngwdi da trang méi nga ngira,
nhan ra la ngwdi Hoa, Nhat, va Viét dau c6 man da nhw ho
twdng. Ching to6i xin trich mét doan cua gido sw Sebes phé
binh luian diéu "dé qudc" cla ngwoi da trang nhu sau:
"Nhitng ai cho rang ngudi Hoa va cac sic toc Dong phuwong
thiéu 16i suy tw triru twong, phai nhin vao sw thanh céng cua
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thé hé ngwoi Hoa va ngwoi Dong phwong hién nay trong lanh
vuc todn hoc va vat ly. Va nhirng ké nao ca gan dam cho la ho
(ngwoi Dong phwong) bit lwc khong thé hiéu nhirng diéu
siéu viét, phai dén tham dw hoi nghi Ricci va nghe nhirng bai
thuyét trinh siu sic cda cac vi gido sw nhu Hang Théi Két,
Tham Thanh Tong va Tran Vin DPoan dé cé thé nhin ra suw
twong phan."

Ngwoc lai, mot s6 hoc gia, va cic nha truyén gido bao
gom Ricci nhin dinh 13, chung ta c6 ly tri chung, va vé khoa
hoc, chiing ta dé dang tim ra ngdn ngit chung. Song vé mac
khai, ching ta c6 nhitng 16i dién dat khac nhau. Ngon ngit clia
Kit6 gido dé dang dién dat Tin mirng, bdi vi d6 1a ngdn ngir
cia phé quat. Ricci cling nhdn manh cho rang ngdn ngtr phd
quat nay khéng nhat thiét 1a cia La-M3, Hy-Lap hay Tay
phwong. Pay la mot ludn dé ma da so cac hoc gia dong Tén
nhuw Joseph Sebes, Yves Raguin, F. Weintgartner, Truwong
Xuin Than.. chdp nhin. Luidn dé nay tuy khong sai, song
khong dé dang chirng minh. Ching ta phai trd lai ""tinh than,"
va dung ngdn ngtr khac biét dé dién dat tinh than. Song dé
hiéu tinh than nay, d6 1a cad mot vin dé nan gidi. Trong phin
cudi, ching to6i sé tré lai luin dé nay va phat trién thém.

Sau Cong dbéng Vatican II, da s6 cac than hoc gia, nhit la

nhirng vi cia thé gi¢i dé tam, va ctia Dirc, My, Hoa Lan, Phap
déu nhan dinh 1a moi dan téc c6 ngbdn ngir riéng, 16i suy tw
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riéng dé dién dat tin mirng. An dinh mét ngén ngit chung,
mot 16i suy tw chung la mét hanh dong ""dé qudc' sai lam. Pay
la mot luin diém hiu hién dai. Theo ludn dé nay, than hoc chi
12 nhirng 16i dién dat khac nhau, khong ai c6 gia tri hon ai.
No6i nhw thé, c6 nghia la mot ngén ngir chung la mot diéu
hoang twdng, tuy rang ching ta van cé thé cé nhirng twong
thong. Hai gido sw Jacques Gernet va Hans Kueng dai biéu cho
nhitng hoc gid nay. Gernet viét: "Két cdu va hinh ly
(morphologie, con dich la hinh thai) ngit hoc hinh nhw da dua
tw twong Trung Hoa va Tay phwong di vao cac hwdng khac
biét, va lam nén tang cho sy phat trién cta cac truyén thong
tri thirc va tén gido. Nhitng truyén thong nay hinh thanh
nhitng tap thé to 16n va doc 1ap". Ong viét thém: "Ly tri cla
chung ta khéng c6 ph6 quat hon nhw thiy trong van pham
cua ngdn ngir cia chung ta."

Hoan toan khong déng y v&i ludn dé thi nhit, nhung
cling khong han dong y v&i hai luin dé sau, ching tdi xin man
phép dwa ra mét ludn dé thi tw nhw sau: Ngon ngir chi 1a méot
16i dién dat ctia cudc séng. Song cudc séng bao gom hai phan:
phan chung cho moi sinh vat, va phan dac thu cho moi gidng,
moi loai. Phan chung khong bi 1é thudc vao van héa hay dia
ly, song vao co thé; trong khi phéan hai bi 1é thudc vao cac
diéu kién van hoéa, hé thirc, ton gido. Pay la mot diém then
chdt. Bdi vi 1a mot sinh vat, ngudi da trang hay da den, da
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vang hay da dé cling can phai sinh nhai va sinh s6ng. Ho can
phai dn, uéng. Ho can phai c6 doi sdng tinh duc. Béi vi thi€u
thwc phdm, thi€u 4m liéu con ngwoi sé chét; ma thiéu tinh
duc, nhan loai sé tw huy diét. Pay la mét diéu ma nha triét gia
nguwdi Y, dng Giambattista Vico cho 1a nén tang ctia khoa hoc
xd hdi. Song sinh song ra sao, sinh nhai thé nao, doi s6ng tinh
duc ra sao, van van, day 1a nhirng dic sac cia moi van hda. Ho
c6 thé dung nhirng ngén ngir khac biét, nghé thuit dic thu,
cach thé riéng tw... d€ dién dat, bay t6 hay théa man.

Nhin dinh nhw thé, ching téi thiét nghi, c6 nhirng muc
dich chung ma bat ci ai, da 1a nguoi cling déu phai co, dé 1a
lam sao dé cé thé dat dwoc sw séng, giit gin sinh ménh, va
phat trién sinh ménh téi d6 vién man. Bit c ai cling déu
nhin ra "tram nam trong coi bé dau," tirc cai dau khé cua
kiép séng con nguoi. Bat ci ai cling déu mong dwoc mot cudc
song hanh phuc, dwoc giai thoat khéi ti khé (Phéat gido), khoi
toi 16i (Kitd gido), dwgc mot thién ha thai binh (Khdng gido),
mot lac vién (Hoi gido). Vay thi muc dich chung cta ton gido
la di tim mot sinh ménh trwong ctru vién man. Piém khac biét
trong cudc doi thoai c6 1€ la phwong thé nhan ra sinh ménbh,
cach thé dat téi mot sinh ménh hanh phuc, 16i biéu ta sinh
ménh, cling nhw phwong phap bao tén sinh ménh... ma thoi.
N6i rdé hon, khong phai ai cling nhan ra nhw cu Nguyén Du 12
"Chir tai chtrt ménh khéo la ghét nhau," cling nhw khéng phai
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ai cling dong y v&i dirc Phat la chi cé diét duc mai cé thé giai
thoat con ngwdi khoi tir kho. Song khéng ai cé thé phu nhén,
la con ngwoi luén hy vong, ma hy vong luén hwéng vé vién
man, trweong ciru. N6i tém lai, muc dich to6i hju déu giong
nhau, tuy rang phwong thé c6 thé khac nhau. Ly do, nhuw
chung t6i da tam ban t&i, 1a cach nhin, cach hiéu, phwong thé
gidi quyét... la nhirng lanh vyc thudc vé van héa dac thu cda
moi sic tdc, moi qudc gia.

4.3. i Tim Muc Dich Chung Cho Cudc Déi Thoai

Néu muc dich chung cia moi tén gido la hanh phuc
trwong ctru, vy thi muc dich ctia doi thoai gitra Kit6é gido va
Khéng gido phai la gi? Chung téi thiét nghi, ching ta cé thé
nhin muc dich d6i thoai theo hai phwong cach: tiéu cuc va
tich cuec.

Tt cai nhin thit yé€u, muc dich cua doi thoai bao gom:

Doi thoai khong phai dé théng tri, sat nhip, song hoi
nhap. Pay chinh 1a mot diém ma than hoc ban vi héa dang nd
lwc. Ban vi héa doi budc phai gat bé tAm thirc d€ quoc va y hé
dbc ton. Chinh vi dwa thong tri 1én hang quan trong nhit ma
cic nha truyén gido chi néng long v&i con s6 nguwoi tré lai
dao, ma quén bang cong viéc 1am thé& nao dé cho ngwdi ban
x1t hiéu va tiép thu tin mirng.
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Néu doi thoai d€ dén hoi nhép, thi viéc kha quan trong la
phai cé ngdn ngit chung (nhw ching t6i da ban trén), cling
nhw nhitng cach biéu ta chung (trc nghi 1€, phung vu hay muc
vu). Chdp nhin ngén ngit, phong tuc, tip quan tirc la chap
nhan 16i s6ng, 18i suy tw va 16i dién dat clia ngudi dan ban x.
Than hoc Phaold da nhan manh dén diéu nay khi nhan manh
dén sw hoi nhdp van héa: noéi tiéng Hy Lap, va sdng nhw
ngwoi Hy Lap. Lam thé nao dé doéi thoai khi ching ta khéng
chap nhéan 16i s6ng ctia ngwoi ban xi&, khi ching ta khong
hiéu ngon ngir cua ho?

Quan trong nhat van 1a sw viéc chiing ta phai sat vai di
gidi quyét nhirng vin nan chung cia dan chung. Dy la mét
di€m ma cac nha than hoc tai Tich Lan, Pai Han va Pong Nam
A dwong ¢ gdng. Than hoc "Dan chiing” (Mingjung con duwoc
dich theo nghia la Tién Dan) ctia Pai Han, than hoc giai phdng
ngudi nghéo khé cta Tich Lan, va than hoc tw luc, tw y thirc
cda Pai Loan.. déu néi 1én nhitng muc dich chung ma Kitd
gido va Khong gido deo dudi. Vé muc dich nay, so v&i Dai Han,
Tich Lan va Phi Luit Tan, gido hdi Pai Loan con qué yéu. Hinh
nhw cic nha thin hoc Trung Hoa qué chu trong vao nghi Ié,
cling nhw nghi rang, ban vi héa dong nghia véi Hoa héa
phung vy, nén ho quén di nhitng muc dich quan trong hon
lién quan té&i sw s6ng con cia dan Chaa. Vé di€ém nay, cac nha
truyén gido ngoai qudc da c6 mot c6 gang rat dang khen, va
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dwoc gidi tri thirc Trung Hoa than phuc. Noi day chuang toi
phai ké dén cac cong viéc bac ai cic vi dwong lam (md& y vién,
nha cui, c6 nhi vién, dwdng lao vién, va cac co quan gido duc).
Quan trong khéng kém la viéc cac ngai ddm dirng 1én tranh
d4u cho dan nghéo, dan tho, va ca gi¢i nghéo kho.

Muc dich khac, khong kém quan trong, d6 1a déi thoai
khéng chi trong hién tai, ma con hwéng vé twong lai. Déi dién
véi nhirng van nan c6 thé xay ra trong twong lai (thi du nhw
van nan mdi sinh, 6 nhiém, vé dao, bat cong, hay chién
tranh...) ching ta cé thé lam dwoc gi? Vé diém nay, chdng toi
nhin thay Phit gido va Céng gido tai Pai Loan dang cé nhirng
c6 gang dang khen. Nhiéu cong trinh d6i thoai vé van hoa, vé
moi sinh, va nhat 1a vé dao dirc da dwoc hai Pai hoc Phu Nhan
(Cong gido) va Nam Hoa (Phat gidao) cung phat dong. Gido sw
Ly Chan Anh, nguyén hiéu truwédng Pai hoc Phu Nhan, va la
gido su triét hoc noi danh, di tirng phan nan nhw sau: "Noéi
thuc ra, by gitr ching ta cdng tac véi Phat gido twong doi dé
dang. Ca hai déu hwéng vé twong lai, va cuing phan dau giap
nguwoi nghéo khé, cling nhw dé dang ngoi xuéng dé doi thoai.
Ngworc lai, gitta anh em Kitd gido, sy cong tac hinh nhw khéng
dé gi!" Piém ma Ly tién sinh khong mudén noi, dé 1a "anh em
Kitd hitu" con dwong ban tranh chip "quyén hanh" véi nhau,
nén chwa "'c6 gi¢" nhan ra st diép, dirng no6i dén truyén ba
tin mirng.
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4.4. bi Tim Phwong Thé Khoa Hoc Chung

Phén vi bai di qua dai, phan vi ching t6i da thao luin vé
van dé phwong phap cia khoa hoc nhan van, va cta Viét triét
trong cac ludn van khac, nén trong doan nay, ching téi xin
van gon vao mot trong di€ém, d6 1a tinh chat va thai do khoa
hoc (ma chung t6i goi tat 1a phwong thé) trong cudc doi thoai:

Khi ban vé vin dé phwong phap khoa hoc, ching tbi
hi€éu phwong phap khoa hoc theo hai nghia: thir nhat, d6 la
mot phwong phap hién nhién, ro rang va cé thé dwoc ap dung
vao bit ctr thoi gian cling nhw khdng gian nao, va cho bit ctr
mot déi twong nao. N6i mot cach khac, phwong phap nay
duoc sw hwdng dan bai ly tri trung thwe véi nguyén ly cla
chin thwc. Thi du, khi gidi quyét nhitng tranh chap vé tri
thirc, ching ta phai chdp nhin nguyén ly 1a cung mot sw that
khong thé khéac nhau, rang 16i luin 1y todn hoc rit xac xuét.
Twong tw, ngdn ngir khoa hoc khong ham hé, va ré rang. Song
trong lanh virc cam tinh va tén gido, mét luan ly khoa hoc
nhw viy, mot ngoén ngit thwc chirng (positive) nhw thé chwa
da. Boi 18, tri thirc tw n6 khong thé giai quyét dwoc nhirng
khao khat tham sau cda con ngwoi. Tri thirc khoa hoc chi la
mot cong cy, nhw nhitng cong cu khac, giap ching ta phat
hién va giai quyét van nan. Mot diém khac ma ching ta can
phai xac nhin, d6 1a khong c6 mot nén khoa hoc nao, mét
kién thirc khoa hoc nao tuyét doi cad. Khoa hoc khong phai la
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van linh don. Nguoc lai, khoa hoc ciing c6 thé giy 1én nhirng
kh6 khan ma ching ta khong hé ngd téi. Thé nén, ngay khi ca
lac ching ta twdng c6 thé nam virng dwoc khoa hoc dé ha
nhuc, danh bai nguoi ddi thoai (nhw thdy noi ngwdi da trang
trong qua kh), thi chinh la lic ma chung ta di nguoc véi tinh
than khoa hoc. Y thitc dwoc nhw thé, gido sw Karl Popper da
dé nghi mét 161 nhin m&i vé khoa hoc. Theo 6ng, chinh thai do
khoa hoc ctia chiing ta chir khéng phai mét nén khoa hoc nao
do, méi xirng dang dwoc goi la khoa hoc. Thai do khoa hoc
doi hoi ching ta luon luén khong nglrng phat hién nhirng van
nan, va khéng bao gio dwgc man nguyén véi bat ek mot giai
dap nao. Nhirng vin nan nay, cé thé thudc tri thirc, thudc kinh
té, thudc cdm tinh, va thudc tdm linh khién con nguoi khong
thé sinh ton, phat trién, hwdng thy, va hoan thién. Pay la diéu
ma chung t6i goi 1a phwong thé khoa hoc, ma Popper goi la
phé phan theo ly tri (rational criticism).

Két Ludn

Nhuw ching toi da nh4n manh dén trong phan dan nhép,
muc dich cta ti€u luin nay chi 1a mot phan tinh vé nhitng khé
khan lam sy déi thoai gitta Khéng hoc va Kitd gido bé tic, va
lam cho cudc héi nhap that bai. Lé di nhién, ching ta ciling c6
thé nhin ra nhitng khuyét di€ém twong tw noi cac tén gido vay
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hé, ngay ca vao thoi dai ching ta. Sw xung dot gitra Phat gido
va nho gia, gitra Phat gido va Cong gido, gitta ngwoi cong san
v6 than va nhitng tin hitu, va ngay ca gitta Tin Lanh va Cong
gido... mot phan 1a do thiéu déi thoai, song phan khac la do
chinh sw khac biét vé muc dich va phwong thé doi thoai. Khi
phan tinh vé giai doan truyén gido tai Trung Hoa va phan nao
tai Viét Nam, chung t6i chi theo gido huin cda dic Kitd va
Gi4o hoi, xdc nhan nhitng 16i IAm cla chinh nhirng nguwoi di
trwdc, va tw nhan 16i cda chinh ching ta vao ngay hém nay.
Lam sao ma ching ta cé thé nhan ra, chdp nhin gia tri cla cac
ton gido khac, néu ching ta c¢ tw ton minh la tuyét déi vo
ngd? Lam sao ma chung ta hiéu dwoc cic ton gido ban, néu
ching ta khong hoc ly thuyét, khong hi€u ngbén ngit, ciing
khong cdm nghiém tam linh ctia ho? Chi khi y thirc dwoc sw
bAt toan ctia minh; chi khi nao nhan ra dwoc su thiét yéu cta
tha nhén, thi lic d6 ching ta méi c6 thé cho doi nhitng nguoi
doéi thoai véi ching ta c6 mot thai do twong tu.

Y thirc duoc diém nay, chiing toi da ¢ gang dwa ra mot
s6 dé nghi, hay mot so diéu kién dit nén tang cho doi thoai.
Nhitng diéu kién nay mang tinh chit khach quan, khoa hoc,
khong thién vé bat cx mot gido phai hay ton gido nao. Ching
dwgc dwa trén nhirng muc dich cao ca thay chung noi cac ton
gido, va lé di nhién dwa trén ly tri, cing nhw nhirng cong tinh
ciia con nguwoi, cong cam cua mot dan tdc, van van.
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CHUONG III: SINH TG’ TRONG NHO GIAO

1. Nhirng ng6 nhan vé Ton Gido tinh cia Nho giao

Trong T& Thw, Khéng T hoa hodn méi ban vé suw chét;
cang khong thich n6i dén thin thanh, qiy quai, hay mét thé
gi¢i mai sau. Su kién nay khién nhiéu hoc gia cho rang Khéng
T& vO than; rang hoc thuyét cia ngai thuan tiy nhan ban.
Luin diém nay khong hoan toan sai, song chic han 1a khong
ding. Cac nho gia Viét vao thoi cwu trao, hay trong mién Nam
tredc nam 1975, nhw Phan Boi ChAu, Phan Chu Trinh, Tran
Trong Kim, Nguyén Ping Thuc, Kim DPinh, Biru Dudng, van
van, da s6 nghiéng vé phia hitu than, hodc it nhat, khong vo
than; trong khi cac nha nghién ctru Nho hoc hién nay tai Ha
Noi va Sai Gon nghiéng vé hwéng vo thian nhiéu hon. Mot s6
vi con di xa hon gidi thich Nho hoc nhw 1a mét hoc thuyét duy
vat. Chung t6i thi€t nghi, tw duy Nho hoc theo pham tru tén
gido Tay phwong la mot sai lam vé pham tru. Twong tw, nhin
Nho hoc theo nhdn quan cua hoc thuyét duy vat khong chi
vaAp pham vao sai [Am nay, ma con c6 tinh bép méo ca qua
trinh lich s cia Nho hoc nita. Thé nén, tranh luin vé tinh
chat hitu than hay v6 than cia Nho hoc theo pham tru than
hoc va y thirc hé Tay phwong tré thanh thira thii. Song néu
ton gido hiéu theo nghia tong gido cia Péng phwong, thi
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ching ta khéng thé chéi bo chiéu kich thin linh va tdm linh
ciia Nho hoc. Chinh vi thé, trong ludn van nay, chdng téi tim
hiéu nhian quan ciia Nho hoc vé su song va sw chét khong
theo pham tru cta than hoc Ty phwong, song theo 16i nhin
cua ngwoi Trung Hoa, va c6 1€ cia ngwoi Viét chang ta. No6i ro
hon, chidng td6i mudn ban dén chiéu kich tAm linh va thén linh
ctia Nho hoc ttr 16i nhin ctia con ngwdi dong phwong (dac biét
trong doan 4 vé tiéu dé "Bién chirng Sinh T&".

Trwéc hét, chung ta phai cong nhan 13, lich s tv twdng
cua Trung Hoa, va cach riéng lich st cia Nho hoc Trung Hoa,
ludén ludén thay déi khong ngirng. Sw thay déi c6 thé la diu chi
cda tién b, cling cé thé cha thut lui; sy thay déi ciing c6 thé
chi 12 moét bién dang hay t6 diém thém chut it ma théi. Piéu
dé6 c6 nghia 13, néu ching ta chip nhan luin dé vé sw bién doi
cua lich st, ching ta cling phai cong nhain rang ngay ca quan
niém vé than linh cling da & trong mot qua trinh thay déi, va
dwong ti€p tuc dién trinh lich s bién héa clia con ngudi.
Hiéu nhw thé, ching ta mé&i c6 thé nhin dinh mot cach trung
thwc vé sy thay déi cia nhan sinh quan cling nhw thén linh
quan trong Nho hoc.

Sw thay d6i nhin sinh quan bt d4u tir nha Chu (1111
tredc cong nguyén, tit tr.c.n.) khi ngudi Tau bat dau chu
trong dén vai tro cia con nguoi. Triweéc nha Chu, vao thoi nha
Thwong (1751-1111 tr.c.n.), ngwoi Tau dat tat cd vin ménh
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trong tay Thwong DE. Ngwoi ta kinh bai Dé. Ho tin vao hén
phach, khuin, thién ménh, sw bt ti cia hén phach. Ho cho
rang, muwu su tai Thién, ma thanh sw ciing tai Thién, thé nén
khén cau, xin cac than linh ban cho ho thai hoa, phén thinh.
Nha Chu khi 14t d6 nha Thwong, cAn mot 1y do thich dadng dé
hop ly va hop phap héa sy phan phic cia minh. Chinh do d6,
ho do6i lai quan niém thién ménh cling nhw vai tro cta than
thanh. Ho phét trién mét ly thuyét dao dirc dwa trén chinh
con nguoi, va chinh con ngwdi maéi c6 thé nho vao hanh vi
cling nhw ngoén tlr tét lanh ma hoan thanh chinh dinh ménh
cia minh. Néi cach khac, con nguwoi cé thé tw quyét dinh vin
ménh, nh¢ vao hanh vi dao ditrc ciia minh. Ly do nay hop ly
héa céng viéc cai triéu hoan dai, cling nhw bié€n hanh vi tiém
vi clia nha Chu tr¢ thanh danh chinh ngén thuan. Nhwng cling
tlr doi Chu, cac nha linh dao phai dwa vao dao dirc dé tri
nudc. Ho rat cé thé bi 1at dé néu thiéu tai thiat dirc. Quan
niém "dan vi quy" cda Manh Tt thyc ra dd manh nha ngay twr
thoi nha Chu viy. Dwéi triéu dai Chu (1111-249 tr.c.n.), cac
nha lanh dao din dan ti€m vi than linh, tw cho minh 13 t6 13
tién. Ma T6 lai c6 mot vi thé quan trong ngang véi Thién.
Trong Lé Ky, ta doc thiy: "Van vat ban ho thién, nhan ban ho
to," tlrc mudn vat goc & Troi, ngwoi gbc & To. Thuwe ra, nhw
chiing t6i da nhac so qua, mot tw twéng "nhan ban" nhuw trén
chi xuat hién tir nha Chu. Trwéc d6, nhat la trong thoi Ha va
Thwong, D€ hay Thién siéu viét trén con ngwoi. Chinh vi thé,
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nghi 1& t& Thién khac véi té T6. Cling trong Lé Ky, chi ¢ Thién
tr mé&i dwoc phép té Thién: "Thién t&r té troi dat, té bén
phwong, té ndi séng, té ngii tw.." Trong Thi Kinh, ching ta
con thiy rit nhiéu doan giai thich nguén géc con nguwdi va
van vat tw Thién, thi du nhw "Hoang h§ Thwong Dé, 1Am ha
httru hach, gidm quan t&* phwong, ciu din chi mac;" hodc
"Thién sinh chung dan, htru vat hitu tic, dan chi binh di, hiéu
thi y drc." N6i tom lai, tir doi Chu, vii tru quan ctia ngwoi Tau
bién d6i, va nhan sinh quan ctia ho din din 1an 4t, thay thé 16i
nhin than bi trong qua khi&. Suy tw mang tinh chit hinh nhi
ha vé D€ ctia ho dwoc bd tic véi mot 16i tw duy hinh nhi
thwong vé Thién. Thuwong D€ khong chi c6 nhan tinh, ma con
Thién tinh; khéng chi biéu hién nhin cdch ma con siéu viét.
Song nguwoi TAu phai doi tdi thoi Khong Tk va Lio T méi
bat ddu c6 mot nén triét hoc gin sat nghia véi triét hoc hién
nay.

Khéng Tt tiép thu cling nhw phat trién nhirng tinh hoa
cda to tién, tlirc cac nha tw twdng trwdc ngai. Cong viéc thuit
nhi bat tdc nham dén viéc bao tdn va phat huy nhirng gia tri
truyén théng. N6i mot cach ré hon, Khong Tr khéng gat bo
nhan quan hinh nhi thwong, song ngai tim cach tong hop vao
trong cudc séng con ngwoi. Ngai khong choéi bo than linh;
ngai cling khong khinh thwong ma quai; va ngai cang khong
gat bdé niém tin vao Thién, vao Dé. Nguwoec lai, ngai chu treong
té& Thién, t& Than, té To, kinh bai tién nhAin, hi€u thao v&i cha
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me, tin nghia v&i bang hity, van van. Song su viéc cling té, tho
phung Thién, D€, T6é khong mang tinh chit huyén bi hay mé
hodc; nhung cé tinh chit thwc té va thwc dung nhiéu hon. Déi
véi Khéng T, Thién, D€, giong nhw T6, khong chi mang tinh
chit ngoai tai, hoan toan siéu viét, song con nodi tai, tiém tang
trong chinh vii tru con ngwdi. Chinh vi vay, tho Thién, bai To,
cling giéng nhw hiéu thao v&i cha me, 1a mot nghi 1& biéu ta
s lién quan mat thiét gitra con nguoi, cling nhw tuin theo
mot quy luit tit yéu cua "udng nwéc nhé nguoén” (Am thay tw
nguyén), "an quia nhé ké trong cay” hay "nguwoi trudce trong
cay, ngudi sau hwdng mat." Quan niém nhé on noi day la mot
trong diém trong nén dao dirc hoc cua ngudi dong phuwong.

Ttr mot quan niém dao dic nhw viy, ching ta c6 thé
hiéu tai sao Khdng T bat ddu véi con ngudi, chir khong tir
b€ hay Thién. Khi nh4n manh dén vai tro cia con ngudi trong
dao dirc hoc, hodc dén tinh chat wu tién cua con nguwoi "Chwa
giup con nguoi, lam sao c6 thé noéi phuc vu Troi?" ngai mudn
nhidn manh dén vai tro clda con nguwdi trong qua trinh hinh
thanh chinh minh, nhw 13 mét cha thé, mot truyén nhan cua
Troi va Dat. Gan giii véi con nguoi chinh 1a con ngudi. Theo
nghia nay, to tién 1a nhitng nguoi di trwdc, chi khong phai
chi 1a mot nguyén ly siéu hinh triru twong nhw thiy trong nén
siéu hinh hoc ctia Hy Lap. Chinh vi thé ma con nguoi cling
dwoc (va phai dwoc) kinh trong nhw Troi va DAt. Phung kinh
to tién 1a mot hinh thirc bi€u ta 16i s6ng thién nhan twong dit;
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truyén téng hiu dai. Phung kinh t6 tién cling 1a mot 16i thwc
thi dao lam ngwoi (tlrc dao nhan). Trong mach van nay, tong
gido dwoc hiéu nhw 1a mét 16i sé6ng, mét nén gido huin gitp
con ngudi hinh thanh chinh minh qua sy kham pha vai tro
ctia minh trong lich st ciia dong, cia giong, ciia toc. Tong gido
cling giip con nguwoi y thirc dwgc sy phat sinh, cling nhw
trong muc dich téi hdu cia con ngwdi qua chinh lich st hinh
thanh ctia minh. Néi cach khac, téng gido khong chi mang
tinh chat relegere, tirc noi két nhirng con nguwdi c6 chung
niém tin vao Thwong D&, hodc biéu ta nhitng cam giac siéu tuw
nhién, huyén bi, ma con c6 tinh chit "nhén to, qui tong," gidp
con nguwoi y thirc dwoc vai tro lich st sang tao cia minh nhw
chiing ta thay trong Viét triét véi nguyén ly tam tai Thién Dia
Nhan.

Néu chip nhén vai tro cta con nguoi trong tién trinh
hinh thanh lich s nhin loai, ching ta ciing phai chdp nhin
vai tro ctia Thién va Dia, b&i vi con ngwdi khéng thé tu tao, tw
sinh va tw ton. Thién do d6 giit vai tro clia ngwoi cha, nguoi
me (thién chi phu mau), trong khi DPia 1a "van vat chi mau".
Hiéu nhw viy, ching ta cé thé néi, vin dé sinh tr cia con
nguoi chi cé thé hiéu va gidi quyét trong sw twong quan cia
con nguwoi véi Troi va Dat. DE gidp mot so doc gid (chwa quen
thudc véi triét dong) c6 mét 16i nhin trung thwe hon vé tranh
luan siéu hinh trong Nho hoc, ching t6i xin man phép ban
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ludn mot cach tém lwoc vé quan niém Thién, va Thién nhan
twong dir trong Nho hoc.

2. Thién D€, Thién Ménh, va Thién Nhan Twong dir

Theo cac nha nghién ctu Trung Hoa, quan niém Thién
va Dé tirng bién d6i rat nhiéu trong qua trinh lich st tir thoi
Thwong cho téi thoi Khong Ti. Va ngay trong cac Kinh dién
nhw T& Thw, T4 Truyén, Thi Kinh, Lé Kinh, ching ta ciing
thdy mot sy bién ddi kha ro rang. Phung Hitu Lan sap dit
quan niém Thién vao trong 4 pham tru, Thién nhw la mét
Khai mac, Thién nhw mét Sang tao, Thién nhw mét vi Gidm
sat, va Thién nhw nhw mot Phap quan. Phé Bgi Vinh di xa
hon, gidi thich Thién va D€ theo ndm nghia vu: Théng tri,
Sang tao, Giam sat, Mac khai, va Phap quan. Twong tw nhw
Phé Boi Vinh, Ly Chin xép Thién vao trong 6 pham tru; 5
pham tru nhw ctia ho Phé, cong thém pham tru Pao. Néi méot
cach chung, cac danh nho dwong thoi nhw Phwong bong My,
Mac Téng Tam, Puwong Quian Nghia, La Quang, Ngb Kién
Hung, hay cd Lwong Thau Minh va Hung Thé Luc, cho du vd
than hay httu than cling déu c6ng nhan la quan niém Thién va
P& mang ca hai tinh chat hinh nhi thwong va hinh nhi ha, siéu
viét va noi tai.
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Bat diu véi nhan quan hinh nhi ha, nha Thwong dung tir
ngit D€ dé noi 1én vi than cai quan ciing nhw diéu hanh (a)
gio, miy, sim sét va mwa; (b) mua mang va git hai; (c) viéc
xdy dung thén x6m, lang mac; (d) chién tranh; (e) sw may
man ciing nhu tai hoa cia muén dan; (f) va su cat hung cla
nha vua. M6t cidch chung, D€ am chi mét dang toi cao, song
khong siéu viét, khong hoan toan linh thiéng. P& dién dat mot
sw xult kiét, 1anh dao. Tam Hoang, Ngii D€ va ngay ca cac
vwong nha Ha (Vi veong 2205 tr.c.n.), nha Thwong (Thanh
Thang, 1766 tr.c.n.), nha Chu (Vi Van, Chu Céng, 1122 tr.c.n.)
déu dwoc ton kinh 1a P& DPay la mét ly do tai sao nhém tén
Nho cho riang quan niém vé Dang Tuyét DGi Gia-Vi (Yahweh,
Gia-vé), hay Than Linh (Theos) va Linh Thiéng (Sacrus) hoan
toan xa la trong 16i suy tw ctia ngwoi Tau. Cho téi doi Chu,
ching ta méi thiy tir ngl Thién dan dan thay thé tir ngir DE.
Thién tir ddy mang mot sic thai siéu viét, dwoc coi nhw 1a mot
nguyén ly toi hiu, tach biét khoi con ngwdi. Mot trong nhirng
ly do chinh ctia sw bién d6i tir D€ ra Thién c6 1€ mang tinh
chit chinh tri va xa héi nhiéu hon la tinh chit tén gido. Piém
dang lwu y, d6 1a cac vwong nha Thuwong tirng loi dung chix dé
dé gan cho to tién ctia ho. Do d6, cho du thit dic, cac dé
vuong van khong so bi 1at d6. DAy 1a mot trong cac ly do tai
sao nha Chu thich dung chir Thién, va chd trong dén phén
hinh nhi thwong. Trong Thi kinh, Thién dwoc coi nhw la Pang
Giam sat, sip dit cac vwong d€ cai quan mudn dan. Chinh
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Thién da chon va dat 6ng Van vao ngdi viwong; va chinh Thién
da ra lénh nha Thwong 14t d6 nha Ha v6 dao...

Tuy nha Chu di thay d6i phdn nao quan niém Thién,
song vai tro cia con ngudi van chwa dugc chid trong du. Y hét
cac vueong thoi Thwong tirng lam dung Dé, cidc bao vwong
nha Chu lgi dung Thién, bién Thién thanh 1a bua hd mang. Mé
tin ctia bon phwong sy tron 1an véi hanh vi vo dao cua giai
cip lanh dao da bién ddi Thién thanh moét quan niém huyén
bi. Chinh vi thé ma thién ménh dwoc coi nhw dinh ménh. Tt
nha Chu cho t¢i thoi Xuan Thu (722-481 tr.c.n.), con nguoi
phé thac van minh cho Thién. Thién biy gio 1a mét vi thong
tri, quyét dinh vin mang cla con nguoi. Nguoi triec tiép dit
nguwoi cai quan mudn dan. Quan vuwong dwgc Thién chon dé
ti€p tuc coi soc cling nhw gitt gin Thién dao. Néi cach khéc, tat
ca déu do Thién quyét dinh. Tir day thién ménh bién thanh
dinh ménh. Quan vwong bién thanh thién ti.

Khong Tt xuat hién nhw 1a mot thach d6 doi véi 16i nhin
qué siéu hinh va huyén hodc cia thoi dé. Giong nhw Socrates,
ngai nhan ra vai tro cua con ngudi trong lich st nhan loai. Chi
trong Ludn Ngit ma thoi, ngai ban dén con ngwoi hay dao
nhan 105 lan; dén dao lam nguwoi quan tik 107 lan. Déi voi
ngai, con ngwoi gitr mot vai tro then chot, nhw trung tim noi
két gitra Troi va dit. Tuy thé Ngai van chdp nhan chiéu kich
tam linh va than linh trong vii tru va trong cudc song clia con
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nguwdi. Ngai coi viéc t&€ Thién nhw 1a mot nghi 1& t8i quan
trong. Ngai nhin dinh thién dao nhw mét 16i song theo luat
cua Thién, va thién ménh nhw quy luat cia Troi. Mac du ngai
it néi dén Thién, hodc tir chdi khong ban dén quy than, hoac
cho rang "Khong phai Dao 1am con nguwdi 1om, song chinh con
nguwdi méi lam sang Pao,” ngai ludn tin vao Thién va kinh
Thién. Chung ta phai doi cho t&i thoi Tong (nho), méi thay
quan niém Thién dwoc hiéu theo nghia "nguyén ly," mang
tinh chét siéu hinh hoc. Song diém dang ndéi la Nho hoc vao
th&i ndy da mang mot phan nao sac thai Phat hoc, va Dao hoc.
Hai anh em Trinh Hao (1032-1085), Trinh Di (1033-1107)
cang chu trong dén "ban tinh" con ngwdi hon. Ma tinh cda ho
cling la cai ly cda troi dat vay. Chu Hi (1130-1200) di xa hon,
ong tong hop ly va khi, tinh va tdm, nhan va chi, va giai thich
cho rang tit ca phat xuit tir cung ly.

Trong mot mach van nhu viy, ching ta méi cé thé hiéu
dwgc quan niém thién nhin twong dit; vé cai nhin cia nho
gido vé sinh tr va vé hiu thé.

3. Sinh va Tt trong Luan Ngir

Nhu chdng t6i da nhac tdi trong phan nhap dé, Khdng
T& it ban vé van dé sinh t, nhat 1a cai chét. Tuy it, song thuc
ra, khong phai rat it nhw nhiéu hoc gid hiéu lam. Trong Luin
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Ngir ma thoi, chit sinh xuit hién 16 lan, va cang dic biét hon,
chir tr dwoc nhac téi 38 1an. Thdng ké nay cho ta thiy cau tra
loi cia Khong T cho Tk Lo "Chwa biét vé sdng, no6i lam chi
t&i chét," c6 vé gwong gao, hoidc chi 1a mot c6 y tron tranh
khéng dam déi dién véi van dé. Thuce té 13, ngai nhin sw song
va suw chét khong theo 16i nhin huyén hodc cta thoi d6. Loi
suy tw cua ngai rat v tong gido, song khong mé tin: mudn hiéu
vé sw séng, ching ta phai doi dién véi cai chét; va nguoc lai, y
nghia cda sinh ménh la do chinh sw "lap danh," "lap cong,”
"lap dic," tirc "thanh nhan," chir khong phai do y thirc vé hiru
han tinh ctia con nguwdi qua cai chét.

Ph6 Boi Vinh phan loai quan niém tr sinh trong Luan
Ngir vao 4 tiét muc: (1) thai d6 cia Khong Tw vé cai chét
nghich tw nhién; (2) vé viéc Khdng phan ddi cai chét bat dic
Ky ti, hay cai chét v6 nghia; (3) vé tinh chat tit nhién cuia cai
chét; va (4) khang dinh vai tro cta sw chét trong dién trinh
sinh sinh bat tin. Ching toi tam dwa theo nghién ctru cia ho
Phé trong phin nay.

3.1. Phdn Déi Cai Chét Nghich Tw Nhién

Thi nhit, Khdng Tk nhin dinh cai chét nhw la luit tw
nhién cta troi dit. Thé nén theo thién ménh hay thi hanh
thién dao doi hdi ching ta khong dwoc phép tw phép nim
quyeén sat sinh. Chinh vi vdy, ngai phan déi bat c hinh thirc
nao ngweec lai véi cai chét ty nhién. Ngai cling gat bd bat cir ly
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do gi, cho ngay ca ly do dao dirc, dé giét ngwoi. Ngai chan ghét
chién tranh; ca tung Quan Trong vi da ngan chan dwoc nhiéu
tran chién, va ngai khuyén cac nha chinh tri nén tir bé bao
lwc. Twong tw, ngai chi treong theo thién y, khong co6 vo diét
bao quan; khong phai vi ngai thiu triét dwoc rang sw giét hon
quin khong thé giai quyét dwoc van dé mot cach tin gbc, ma
vi ngai y thirc hanh dong sat quan la mot hanh dong sat nhan;
ma sat nhan tirc Ia hanh vi phan thién dao. N6i cach chung,
sat quan hay sat phu déu la sat nhin ca. Trong Luin Ngi,
Khong T 14p lai nhiéu ldn quan niém nay. Trong doan 12:19,
khi trad 1o Ly Khang tir vé viéc giét ngudi dé€ clru nguwdi, ngai
nhan manh dén chinh dao thay thé bao lwc: "Tk vi chinh, ha
dung sat?" Trong doan 14:36, ngai ndi thém: "Pao chi twong
hanh gid hwng, ménh gii..." Trong doan 14:17 tra loi T Cong
vé nhan nghia cia Quan Trong: "Quan Trong phi nhan gid u?"
ngai ca ngoi Quan Trong la ngudi tén trong sw séng. Twong
tw, trong doan 13:11, ngai khang dinh sw s6ng v&i thién hao
"thién nhan vi bang bach nién." Trong tat cd cidc doan van
trén, ching ta nhin thay chi trwong cua Khéng T nhw sau:
th& nhat, cai chét, giong nhw s séng, tw né thudc thién dao,
tirc dao tat nhién, thé nén ching ta khong c6 quyén thay doi.
Tht hai, nhw cai dao tit nhién, con nguwoi khong thé tranh
khéi cai chét, song khong thé vi thé ma tw quyét dinh sinh
ménh ctia minh, cang khong dwgc phép lam dung mao pham
sinh ménh cta tha nhan. Tha sat hay tw sat cling déu la sat
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nhan ca. Trong mot niém tin nhw thé, Khéng T phan doi tat
ca moi hinh th&c phan sw song, bao gobm chién tranh, bénh
tat, giét nguoi, hay 16i song sa doa, nguyén nhan ctia doan
ménh. Tw twdng nay ciing xuit hién trong Manh T, khi thay
chd trwong theo thién ménh va trong sw séng. Theo thién
ménh ton trong su sdng titc trong 1€, trong nghia, tirc thuc thi
dao nhan: "Khéng Tt tin di 1, théi di nghia, dic chi bat dic
viét hitu ménh." Va thwc thi dao nhan méi cé thé thong nhat
thién ha: "BAt sat nhan gid nang nhit chi."

3.2. Phé Binh Cdi Chét Vé Nghia

Thit hai, Khdng T phé binh nhitng cai chét bt dac ky
t, hodac nhirng cai chét v6 nghia. Thé nén doi véi ngai, song
phai ra song, ma chét ciing phai ra chét méi theo ding dao.
Song dai nhw dia d6i nhwng v6 nghia, cling chi 1a mét cudc
séng dw thtra, c6 hai: "ldo nhi bat ti, thi vi tac." Twong tu,
nhitng ngwoi 1anh dao chi biét hwdng thy, chay theo cai ba
pht quy, quyén loi, khi chét ciing chi 1a mot cai chét lang
nhach bi ngwoi doi dém pha. Tuy néi nhw thé, ngai khong c6
c6 vo ching ta chay theo cai chét "anh hung" (nhw cac lanh tu
tirng ho hao, xdi dai din ching "an cit ga," "hy sinh vi to
quéc,” hoc doi "Lé Lai cru chtia"). Ngai cdnh cdo ching ta tén
trong sinh ménh, dirng dai dét ddm lao vao nhirng mao hiém
khong can thiét, d€ ma "bat dac ky tir nhién." Mot cai chét
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yéu, bat than (nhw trweong hop Hoi Nhan) thwong bi Khong
T& phan nan cho 1a "diing nhi vé mwu," mot sw dang tiéc.

3.3. Chdp Nhdn Tdat Nhién Tinh cia Cai Chét

Thir ba, tuy luén nhin manh dén sinh ménh, Khong T
khéng trén tranh cai chét. Ngai coi "sw t& nhw sw sinh, sw
sinh nhw sy t." Chinh vi viy ma ching ta phai hiéu biét thém
vé cai chét. Thi nhit, Khdng T chip nhin cai chét nhw mot
luat tw nhién, bat kha khang: "t sinh hitu ménh, pha quy tai
thién." Thé nén ngai khong phan khang, hay au lo. Thit hai,
tuy chét la luat tw nhién, song khéng phai cai chét nao ciling
giong nhau. C6 nhitng cai chét anh hung; cé nhitng cai chét vo
gia tri. N6i cach khac, ngai nhin cai chét tir khia canh sinh
ménh. Néu mang song con nguoi c¢b gid tri ma chét sém, thi
dé ca la mot tai hoa. Song nguwoc lai, néu mdét mang séng
khéng c6 gia tri gi c3, thi bi ngai miéu ta nhw "nguoi gia ma
khéng chét tit bién thanh tdc." Chinh vi vy ma ngai than tiéc
nhitng ngwdi hién tai chdng may bi chét sém. Ngai phan nan
ldo Thién "bit hanh dodn ménh ti ai,” hay "Thién ai t&." Tuy
phan nan, song Khong Tk chip nhin va khéng oan giin
Thién, b&i vi d6 1a luat tw nhién. Nhin tir khia canh nay, ching
ta c6 thé nhin ra thai d6 cta ngai vé cai chét. Cai chét 1a mot
bwdc tit nhién cia lich trinh sinh t&. Chinh vi viy, dé danh
gia hay hiéu vé cai chét, phai nhin n6 tir khia canh sinh ménh.
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3.4. Dién Trinh cia Chét va Séng

Nhin nhw vay, cai chét cé thé bi dat hay tw nhién tuy
theo sw déng gép cta no6 vao sw song: sw séng cia dong, ctia
giong, cia tdc, hay cia nhan loai. Cai chét bi dat la cai chét
tuyét ménh. Cai chét hiru ich la cai chét anh hung. Ma cai chét
anh hung t&c 1a cai chét dat dwoc muc dich. Cau "chwa biét
séng, noi chi téi chét?" thwe ra mudn noéi 1én hai nghia: (1)
néu chwa biét dwgc muc tiéu clda cudc séng, thi néi dén cai
chét lam gi; hay ngwoc lai (2) mot cai chét ¢ y nghia la mot
cach noi lén su cao quy cda tinh ménh: "hitu sat than di thanh
nhan" (giét minh dé thanh dao lam nguwoi). N6i mot cach
khac, chét va séng nam trong mot dién trinh khong thé phan
cach dwoc. Néu hiéu dwoc nhw thé, thi "triéu van dao, hon tir
kha ai" (sdng sém nghe dwoc dao thi chiéu chét ciing dworc).

4. Bién Chirng Sinh T

Tt nhirng phan tich vé quan diém sinh t cia Khong T,
ching ta nhan thiy rang, su séng va su chét khong phai 13 hai
s kién hoan toan tach biét, song la hai b6 mat ciia nhan sinh.
Hay noéi theo ngon ngir than hoc bién chirng ctia Karl Barth va
Rudolf Bultmann, sinh t& chi 1a hai giai doan chinh dé va
phan dé ma théi. Noi diy, con ngwdi khong thé chon lwa gitra
c6 hay khong nhu trong bién chirng "hoac c6 hoac khong" caa
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Soren Kierkegaard. Mot sw chon lwa hodc cé hoac khong, cho
rang hoan toan trong tw do, cling chi dwa dén tinh trang bat
dong, tirc tuyét ménh ma thoi. Thwe ra, chinh dé va phan dé
1a nhitng giai doan tit yéu trong dién trinh hinh thanh cua
sinh ménh, dwa t&i tong dé, tirc sw hoan thanh sinh ménh, tic
thanh nhan. Trong phan nay, ching t6i phat trién bién chirng
sinh tir ctia Nho hoc, d€ suy tw vé mot kha thé dan dén mot
nén mat thé luin trong Viét Thin, mét dé tai ma ching toi
ban dén trong tiéu ludn "Mat Thé Luin trong Ca Dao Tuc
Ngtr." Ching tbi xin dwoc luin ban ba diém chinh: (1) y thirc
vé sw chét, (2) y thirc vé sinh ménh, va (3) hoan tit sinh
ménh.

4.1. Y thivc vé cdi chét

Con nguoi y thirc dwoc cai chét vira khi c6 tri khon.
Thoat tién, cdi chét xuit hién dwdi hinh thirc cia mait mat,
cda vinh biét: mat mat nhitng ngwdi than yéu, nhirng sy vat
yéu quy, nhitng niém wéc mo, van van. Cai chét cling dwoc
nhan thirc bang nhitng cdm giac dau khé, bi thdm; qua nhirng
tiéng khoc bi tham, nhitng than van nido nudt. Thi tdi, tir
nhin thirc tham kich noi tha nhan, cho dén tw nhin thirc cai
bi thdm noi chinh minh, con ngwdi coi cai chét nhw sw chim
ditt; sw tach biét vinh vién v&i cai thé gi¢i than yéu cia minh.
Ngoai ra, y thirc vé cai chét cling dwoc biéu ta qua cai so cla
sw dau kho cung tot nhit; cta tinh chit bi dat caa hién hiry;
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cda tuyét vong, va nhit 1a cia vo dinh. N6i mot cach khéc, s¢r
chét khong chi néi 1én mdt cdm gidc hai so dau khé thong
thwong, hay mot sy mat mat thwong tinh. Sor chét néi 1én tinh
chit bi dat nhit: con nguoi dwong danh mat chinh sw sdng
ciia minh, ma sy séng nay lai 1a bao vat vo gia.

Néu hiéu sw chét theo nhitng nghia trén, thi so chét
dong nghia v&i s¢ mit mat. Ma cang c6 nhiéu bao vat, thi sy
mat mat cang nhiéu; thé nén cai chét cang bi dat. Nguwoc lai,
cang khong c6 gi thi cling chang mat chi; thé nén cang khong
s¢ chét. Nhuwng néu chinh sinh ménh 1a bau vat vo gia, va néu
moi nguodi déu y thirc dwoc didu nay, thi ai cling so chét ca.
Trong chu thuyét vo vi ctia Ldo T va Trwong T, di€m chinh
yéu 13 1am thé nao dé con nguwdi c6 thé gian héa moi tw hiru;
hodc ly twdng nhat 1a hw vo hda hién hiru. Mot khi, tit ca chi
la "kh6éng" hay "nhw khong," thi cai chét khong con y nghia gi
hét, bdi vi ngay cd sinh ménh ciing chi 1a "khéng." Cai chét
khéng c6 chi 1a bi dat ca. Cai chét chi 1a mét xac dinh cta
niém tin siéu hinh: "V, van vat chi mau" ma thoi.

Khéng T, khac véi Thich Ca Miu Ni, va véi nhirng
ngwdi nhw Lo Ti. Ngai nhan dinh, ta khong thé vi sinh ménh
v&i cac sw vat khac dugc. Chung ta cang khong thé gia b 1am
nhw khong c6 sinh ménh. Vé diém nay, ngai nhin dinh la
chung ta khong thé nghi t&i hw vo néu khong chap nhin sinh
ménh, y hét nhw 1y ludn cia Dé-Cac (Rene Descartes), chi thé
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khéng thé nghi ngo chinh chi thé dwong tw duy. Thanh thi,
mat sinh ménh tirc 1a mit hét. Khong c6 sinh ménh, thi ching
ta lam sao c6 thé bién sinh ménh thanh hw vo. Cai chét theo
nghia nay dung la tuyét ménh.

Trong phan phin tich quan niém sinh t&r cia Khong T,
ching ta c6 thé nhin ra dwgc cai nhin lwdng tinh cta ngai:
(1) cai chét 1a mot sy mat mat to 1én nhat, d6 chinh la sw
danh mat hién sinh va ban chit hién hiru. Néi cich khac, tinh
chat bi dat cda cai chét khong phai la cai chét, song Ia tuyét
ménh. (2) Tuy nhién cai chét sé khéng vo ich, néu né tao ra
sinh ménh mé&i, hay mot lai sinh (future life) hay mét truweong
sinh (eternal life). Piém dang chu y 13, Khong T tw duy lai
sinh khéng theo nghia tai sinh (ludn hoi, samkhara) cua Phit
gido, va trwong sinh khong theo nghia nhip vao niét ban
(nirvana) hay thién dwong. Ngai hiéu sinh ménh méi theo
nghia ti€p néi sinh ménh. Nhuw 1a mét ti€p noi, cai chét sé
khéng dem lai tuyét ménh. Ngwoc lai, néu danh mat tinh chat
nay, thi cai chét dung l1a sw chdm ditt, 1a tuyét ménh. Loi than
trach vé cai chét yéu cua H6i Nhan khong cé nghia la ngai
khéng chip nhén cai 1é tit nhién cda sw chét, song vi Hoi
Nhan chwa tao ra dwoc sinh ménh méi, hoac la cai ménh cua
thay khong dwoc tiép néi. Do d6, cdi ménh ctia Hbi Nhan chi
la tao ménh ma thoi.
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4.2. Y Thirc vé Sinh Ménh

Néu hiéu cai chét trong mot mach van cta tuyét ménh,
thi diém cha yéu khéng phai 1a cai chét, song chinh 1a sinh
ménh. Tuyét ménh chi Ia phwong thé chdi bo sinh ménh mét
cach dit khoat, mot cach toan dién va cwc doan nhit. Thé
nén, thao lun vé cai chét tic 1a thao ludn vé cac nguyén nhan
cling nhw hinh thirc chéi b6 sinh ménh. Ma mot trong nhirng
nguyén nhan chinh yéu cta sw tir ch6i sinh ménbh, chinh Ia sw
thiéu y thirc vé sinh ménh.

Sw thiéu y thirc bat dau v&i ngd nhan coi sinh ménh nhw
mot hién sinh (existence hay presence) duy nhit, hay nhw
mot hién thé (Dasein) bat bién, hay nhw mot hién twong
(phenomenon) vat vo, gid ta. Su thiéu y thirc cling phat xuat
tlr quan niém coi sinh ménh nhw moét vat s hiru ma ching ta
c6 thé tiém doat. Su thiéu y thirc cling c6 thé thiy noi thai do
coi sinh ménh hoan toan co 14p, tach biét khdi lich trinh dién
bién ciia nhan loai. Va sy thi€u y thirc rd6 rang nhit trong cai
v6 thirc, hoan toan gat bd sinh ménh, coi sinh, coi ménh, coi
thé, coi than... 1a hu vo.

Ngworc lai, mét y thirc chan thit vé sinh ménh phai vwot
khoi hién tinh, tirc nhin sinh ménh khong han hep vao pham
tru cda thoi gian va khong gian. Sinh ménh chan that khong
bi rang budc vao thoi gian tinh va khéng gian tinh cta hién
dién hay hién sinh (hic et nunc). Hay néi cach khac, y thirc
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sinh ménh tirc y thirc vé lich s tinh cia chinh minh, tic y
thirc vé ca qua trinh, va dién tién ca hitu thé. Khi hiéu sinh
ménh trong pham tru lich s, sinh ménh khéng con mang
tinh chit bit dong, hay c6 1ap. Sinh ménh biy gio phai hi€u
theo nghia ctia sinh dong, ctia sang tao, cda phat sinh, tic
"sinh sinh bat nghi”, mot quan niém then chét trong Dich
kinh. Ma sinh, tirc 1a sinh con sinh cai; tirc 1a sang tao; tirc la
"nhip thé" (bién thanh thit, thanh thin xac tirc than thé), tirc
la nhén hoa.

Néu hiéu sinh ménh nhw 13 mot dién trinh bat tin cda
phat sinh va hoan thanh nhan loai, thi y nghia ctia sinh ménh,
hay néi ding hon, gia tri cda sinh ménh phai dwoc nhin tir
(1) khia canh cta sinh, tirc phat sinh nhitng sinh ménh méi,
nhitng gia tri méi, va (2) tr khia canh cta thanh, ti¢c hoan
thanh s ménh va si*r ménh. Sinh, mot quan niém then chét
trong Dich kinh va Dao Dirc kinh, néi l1én tit ca lich trinh bién
héa ctia vil tru va nhan loai. Cach dién ta: "Mo6t sinh hai, hai
sinh ba.." cling nhw "Thai cwc sinh lwdng nghi; lwdng nghi
sinh tr twong; tl twong sinh bat quai; bat quai sinh van vat,"
hay "Pao sinh nh4t, nhat sinh 4m dwong..." chi 1a mot 16i dién
ta lich trinh phat sinh cua vii tru va nhin loai. Hiéu nhw vay,
nguwoi Tau hiéu sinh nhw mot hanh dong, mot 16i song, mot
nén triét ly biéu ta lich trinh hoan thanh sir ménh va sitr ménh
cia con nguwoi. T nglt hoc, ching ta thiy ngit ciu cla chi
sinh bao gbm hanh dong lién két, hay noi két gitra trod, dat va
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con nguwoi. Va dac biét 1a chi cé con ngudi méi c6 kha nang
lién két va noi két nay. Chi qua néi két, hay hanh déng phdi
hop, hay giao ciu, giao hgp, hay hiép théng, hay cong thong
ma con ngwoi va van vat méi c6 thé sinh san: "Am dwong
hiép nhit tw minh tiu." Va chi qua hanh déng noi két nay ma
lich st nhan loai mé&i hoan thanh.

Twr mOt khia canh khac, sinh ménh, véi tinh ménh, cling
déu phat xuit tir sinh. Du la thién tinh hay nhan tinh, tinh
khong phai tién thién, tw tai, song phat sinh va bién déi trong
dién trinh cla sinh. Con nguoi c¢6 thé thanh thanh, cling cé
thé thanh ac quy. Con ngudoi cé thé danh mat nhan tinh; cling
c6 thé tiép cin thién tinh. Ma nhin tinh hay thién tinh khong
phai tw nhién phat hién, song qua chinh sv tu luyén cua con
nguwoi. Tu than tich dic 14 mét hinh dnh, mot phwong thé dé
hoan thanh céi tinh, dé dat t&i cai ménh, (giéng nhw hoai thai
dé sinh san). Khong Tt dién dat tw twdng tu thin nay trong
bai Hoc. Theo ngai, chi nh¢ vao tu than tich dirc, ma ta méi co
thé "té gia, tri quoc, binh thién ha" ma con ngwdi méi mong
dat t&i "minh minh dirc," dat dwoc "chi thién." Song du bién
doi thé nao di nira, tinh ludn tiém an trong sinh. Pay 1a mét
di€m nén tang cta nguyén ly siéu hinh ma, dang tiéc thay,
cuoc tranh luan gitta Manh Tw (tinh ban thién) va Tuan Tw
(tinh ban 4c) vao thé ky thit ba trwdc cong nguyén da lam lac
huwéng. Mot diém dang nodi, d6 13, néu chidp nhin ban tinh con
nguwdi mot cach tién thién, thi diu 1a ban thién, hay ban Ac,
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cac nho gia theo hai ho Manh va TuAn bat budc phai phu
nhan lich trinh thanh nhin cla con ngwoi viy. Boi vi kha thé
cua thanh nhan chi cé thé thiy trong mot lich trinh dién bién
cda lich st nhan loai ma théi. Nhwng néu phu nhin quan
niém thanh nhin, mét quan niém then chét trong nén dao
dirc cia Khong T, thi tit cd nén méng ciia Nho hoc sé sup dé.
Sw sup do nay ro rang nhat trong sw kién liing doan ctia cha
nghia duy luat va duy hinh thirc cia nhém phap gia. Thwong
Udng, Han Phi T... déu chi la do dé truc tiép hay gian tiép
ciia Tuan Tr ma thoi vay.

4.3. Hoan Tdt Sinh Ménh

Néu thanh nhin 1a sw hoan tit cia sinh ménh, va néu
sinh ménh dwoc hi€u theo nghia cta tic tao, tirc sinh sinh bit
nghi, tirc tao ra sinh ménh mdai, thi thanh nhéan, hay hoan tat
sinh ménh ciing c6 nghia la truyén téng hiu dai, néi dong ndi
doi. Quan niém dao dirc, thi du dao hiéu, phai dwoc hiéu
trong mot mach van trén. Thé nén khi ngwoi Tau va cd nguoi
Viét ching ta cho rang "bat hiéu hiru tam, vo hau vi dai" (c6
ba tdi bat hi€u thi khong con néi doi la tdi ndng nhat); cling
nhw phong tuc ctia ho cho rang, chi khi nao thanh gia thit, thi
lic biy gi> méi thanh nhan; thi ho da hiéu sy kién hoan
thanh sinh ménh trong mach van ctia sinh sinh bit nghi viy.

Hi€u hoan tit sinh ménh theo nghia cia thanh nhin nhw
trinh bay & trén, ching ta nhin thiy ciu néi cia Khéng T
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"Chuwa biét vé sw séng, lam sao biét vé cai chét" ham ngu mot
bién chirng sinh t&: sw sinh chi cé thé hi€éu dwoc qua sw ti, va
nguoc lai, sw tir chi c6 y nghia trong sw sinh. Bién chirng sinh
tlr ndy tién dén mot tong dé tirc mot sinh ménh mai. Hi€u
nhw thé, ching ta mé&i c6 thé xac quyét la cau noéi "Tw sinh
htru ménh, pha quy tai thién" cia Khong T khong cé nghia
tin vao dinh ménh mot cach mu quang, hoac mé tin. Ngwoc
lai, n6 néi 1én ban tinh con ngwdi, mot ban tinh tw tac tao qua
sinh hoat "sinh sinh bat nghi"; qua hoat déng sang tao gia tri
mé&i. B&i vi, cho dén tin cung ctia cai dao tw nhién, thi thién
va ménh cung déu déng gép vao qua trinh ctia thanh nhan.
Thién va ménh chinh 1a ban thé, tirc yéu t6 tit nhién clta suw
thanh nhan.

5. Tam Két: Suy tw vé mat thé luin

Qua nhitng phéan tich vé cai chét va sy séng trong tw
twdng clia Khong T, ching toi di dén mot gia thuyét vé mot
nén mat thé luin nhw sau:

Thi nhit, néu hiéu mat thé theo ngdén ngir cua thin hoc
T4y phwong, thi Nho hoc chwa c6 mot nén mat thé luin. Béi
vi tuy nho gia khong gat bé mot thé gi¢i vé sau, nhwng khong
dé chidp nhan mot thé gidi hoan toan ngoai tai. Thién, DE,
than, thanh... khong phai 1a nhitng thwc thé ngoai tai, song noi
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tai. Thién, D€, than déu siéu viét; song siéu viét nay mang tinh
vién viét nhu thwong thiy trong thé gi¢i dao dic, hay trong
lich st tién héa cia nhén loai. Do d6 quan niém trwong sinh
khéng mang nghia mot cudc song vinh clru trong Lac Vién
(Thién Dang), song mot tién trinh bt tin cia sing tao, phat
sinh sinh ménh mai. Hi€u nhw vy, tinh chit bi dat cda sw
chét khéng phai do tw cai chét, song do tinh chit tuyét ménh,
tlrc khong con sinh nira.

Thir hai, néu mat thé luin hiéu theo nguyén nghia cia
Escaton, ma moét trong nhirng y nghia cia né la niém hy vong
vao mot thé gidi vién man mai sau, thi ching ta cé thé noj,
Nho gido ciing c6 mot nén mat thé luin. Thé gi¢i ma nho gia
mong doi la mot thé gidi ctia thanh nhan, ctia ngwoi quan tir.
Thanh nhin khéng c6 nghia cia "thanh" (sanctus) trong Than
hoc, tirc mot ngwoi dugc diém phic gan (qui vé) véi Thwong
bé&; hay dwgc ning 1én gin Nguwoi, nhd vao nhitng bi tich
(sanctificatus, beatificatus). Thanh nhan trong Nho giao néi
1én mot bac thanh nhin; mot ngwdoi dat dén cai thién; mot
nguwoi c6 da kha ning noi két troi véi dit. Thanh, theo ngiy
ciu, cling no6i 1én moét con ngwoi thiu ly, cai ly cua trod, cai ly
cia dat, cai ly cia ngwoi. Thanh nhan biét nghe diéu phai
nghe, néi diéu phai ndi; d6 la nghe va néi lén cai dao ly cia
troi, dit va con ngwdi. Thanh nhan 1a con ngwoi "dirng gitra,"
theo dung nghia cua dao trung va dung: "khong nghiéng,
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khong l1éch, khong phién." P6 chinh la con ngwoi dirng gitra
troi va dat vay.
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1. C6 Mot Nén Mat Thé Luan trong Tw twédng Viét
hay khong?

C6 mot nén mat thé luin trong tw twdng cua nguoi Viét
hay khong? Pay la mot cdu hoéi ma da s6 cac thian hoc gia
nguwoi Viét ching ta con dang thac mac. Thé ma, trong bai nay
ching t6i ddm mao pham trinh bay mo6t nén mat thé luin
trong ca dao tuc ngit. Qua that la mét hanh déng ngong cuong
cia con éch ngo6i day giéng had miéng luin thién ha sw. Ha
chang phai 1a mot tro cwdi cda mot ngwdi mda giy vuon
hoang, hay mua gy qua mét tho sao?

Ly do lam chung t6i xac quyét mot nén mat thé luin noi
nguoi Viét, d6 chinh 1a tinh chit siéu viét thiy trong 16i suy
tw cua ho. Loi suy tw siéu viét theo nghia vwot 1én, virot cao,
vuot xa.. dwoc biéu ta trong triét ly tam tai, theo dé con
nguwoi khong nhirng ngang hang véi troi va dat, ma con cé thé
ndi két troi vai dat. Loi suy tw siéu viét nay cling thwong thiy
noi din gian qua ve, déi, ca dao, phong dao, tuc ngir... Sy vi
von "coi troi bang vung," 14y "0ng trang" lam ban, 14y chi
"nguyét" lam vo, chi "hang nga" 1am chi lam em, hay "goi But
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bang anh," hay coi thin sim than sét 1a ba con ho hang, van
van, 1a nhitng chirng tir cu thé noi 1én 16i suy tw siéu viét nay.
Loi suy tw nay ciing biéu 16 trong ngén ngir Viét: Viét ngir
khéng nhitrng nhin hdéa troi, dit, than, thanh; tirc dung dac
tinh cda con ngudi dé bi€u ta ngoai lwc nhw trong ngdén ngir
Tay phwong. Ma con hon thé nira, Viét ngir thang héa nhan
nglt 1én hang than ngit, tirc than hda con nguoi. Pay la mot
dac diém giai thich ly do tai sao trong vdn hoa Viét, nhin
thoai chiém mot dia vi quan trong hon ca thin thoai. Hay néi
mot cach khac, d6 chinh 1a 161 suy tw siéu viét, ma suy tw siéu
viét tirc 1a mot tw duy hwéng vé tuyét doi. Tuyét d6i nay
khéng ngoai tai, cting khong tai thé, song tai tam.

Chidng t6i thiét nghi, mot cach can ban va xac quyét, da
la con ngwoi thi bat ci ai cling c6 mdt hay nhiéu wéc mudn
hay mdéng mo; ma cai wdc vong vién viét, siéu viét, cai wéc
vong vé tuyét doi lai Ia mot wéc vong can ban nhat, manh liét
nhit va phé quat nhat. T viéc quy st (Lucifer) mudn tiém vi
Thwong D€, cho téi chuyén ba Nir Oa d6i da va troi; tir do
twdng toan nang cla Zeus téi huyén thoai thién vweong cta
Phu Déng, tir thin thoai truyén nhan cta thin Dai Nhat cho
t&i nhan thoai Con Rong Chau Tién, tit ca cic giai thoai trén,
hay twong tw, da cau tao 1én moét lich st cua cac dan toc, va
cta ca toan nhan loai. Tuy la lich st cia mong twdng, song nd
da in d4u 4n sdu dam vao trong tAm thirc ctia moi dan tdc, ma
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khong ai c6 thé tiy sach; ma khong dan tdc nao muén xda bé.
N6 bién thanh linh hon (soul), tinh than (spirit), goc 16i
(origin and foundation) cia moéi dan tdc; lién két ho vao
trong mot tiém thic (sub-consciousness), mot tim thic
(mentality) va mot y thirc chung (mass-consciousness). NO
cling la déng lyc phat sinh van hoa va thuc day con nguoi cai
ti€n cai thé gi¢i va xa hoi ctia minh. Van minh nhéan loai la két
qua ndi lén cai nguon lwc vo tin clia khat vong tuyét doi nay.

Sw khat vong tuyét doi thic diy con nguwdi phai di tim
tuyét dé6i; va tham vong tré thanh dang Tuyét déi, hay cé ban
tinh tuyét doi. Lich s cia nhan loai, do dé 1a mot lich st caa
cd mot qua trinh tim da phwong thé dé dat t&i do gidc nay.
Chinh vi tuyét doi vwot xa khéi vong tay véi, ma lich st cla
nhan loai, cling 1a mot téng hop nhitng van bon (text), thoai
bon (oracles, narratives) va truyén bon (hay truyén théng,
tradition) tich 4n nhirng thit bai é ché cta cai tham vong vo
day nay. Tuy thit bai chua cay cho téi d6 gan nhw tw huy diét
(truyén thap Babel,) thé ma con ngudi van khong bé duwoc
mong mo ao twdng. Nbi cach chung, van hoa, va cach riéng,
triét hoc va than hoc cling déu la nhitng tri thirc, nhitng cach
biéu ta, nhitng cdm nghiém vé tuyét déi ma thoi. Hiéu nhw
thé, st ménh (hay tham vong) cua triét gia, thin hoc gia, khoa
hoc gia va nghé sy la lam thé nao dé dat cho dwoc tdi tuyét
d6i (dAu rang ho y thirc mot cach bi dat vé sw thit bai cla
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ho), hay it nhat la hi€éu dwgc "tri tué cia Thuwong DE" va
"hoan toan thiu hiéu nhitng dir kién dwong xdy ra quanh
ching ta, cling nhw vé chinh sy hién hitu cia ching ta."

Maic du y thirc 1a minh sé that bai, con ngwdi van khong
thé bé cudc tim kiém. DAu biét rang su nd lwc ciia minh ciing
sé v ich, rang ho ciing chi nhw nhitng con ngudi ngao man
x4y thap Babel; rang ho sé mang cung sé6 ménh cta Sisyphus;
rang hanh dong cia ho ding la da trang se cat bién dong, ho
van dién cudng tiép tuc mudn tré thanh Thwong D€ ciling nhuw
xdy dwng mét thién dwong tai thé. Gid st ho y thirc dwoc sw
bat lwc ctia minh, ho vin khong thé vit bé cai tham vong
tuyét doi. Ho sé dwa vao than linh. Ho ch¢ doi mét Godot;
hodc ho mong moi sw quang 1dm cta chinh ding Tuyét Doi,
tirc Messiah, Pang sé ban cho ho tuyét do6i. Sw ngébng cudng
"biét rd 12 minh "hén yéu," "sa doa" song van ao wéc tuyét
d6i" nay khong phai khong cé ly do. Ching toi thi€t nghi, hién
twong "ky quai" nay chi cé thé giai thich dwoc tir khia canh
hitu thé hoc: bdi vi chinh tuyét doi tinh méi 1la ban thé
(substance) hay, ban tinh (essence) hay, ban chit (nature)
cda con nguwoi. Tuyét do6i tinh nay chinh la thién tinh
(divinity) ma con ngudi dd danh méit (sw tich tdi nguyén to;
truyén Hung vweong mat no6 than). Néu tuyét déi tinh 1a ban
thé, ban tinh va ban chit cla con nguoi, thi di tim lai cai ban
tinh da tirng danh mat, 1a 1 tat nhién.
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Néu ca nhan loai déu nhw vay, thi ngwoi Viét ciia ching
ta khong phai la ngoai 1&. Thé nén, néu mat thé luin hiéu nhw
la mét mén hoc vé tin thé (the doctrines of last things), va
néu mat thé hiéu nhuw lai thé (the afterlife), thi mat thé luin
dién ta va gidi nghia cung dich cling nhw vin mang cta con
nguoi trong lich stt. Ma cung dich cling nhw ctru canh ctia con
nguoi lai chinh 1a tuyét doi. Trong mach van nay trong tim
ctia ban tiéu luin sau diy sé la mot cudc suy tAm cai cung
dich ciing nhw lich s tinh, tc cai tuyét déi tinh ctia nguwoi
Viét dwoc dién dat qua ca dao va tuc ngit. Trudc khi di thing
vao van dé, ching toi xin dwoc phép c6 vai suy tw vé phwong
phap lam viéc.

2. Nhirng Sai LAm trong Tw Duy Thin Hoc

Dé trad 1oi ciu hédi "c6 modt nén mat thé ludn trong tw
twdng Viét hay khong?" chdng toi xin dat lai vaAn dé cua chinh
cbng viéc dinh nghia mat thé luin. Pay la mo6t cong viéc ma
ching t6i coi la rat quan trong. Bé&i vi néu rap theo dinh nghia
ctia nén than hoc TAy phwong mot cach gido diéu, ching ta sé
(1) hodc phai chdp nhén la ching ta khong c6 mot nén mat
thé luin; (2) hodc phai bép méo 16i tw duy cla ching ta dé
phu hop véi nhirng pham tru than hoc ctia Ty phwong; (3)
hodc tdo bao hon, va nguwoc han lai 16i suy tw thi hai, chdng
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ta udn nan than hoc TAy phwong theo cach nhin ctia Dong
phwong, va gidi thich theo nhan quan va khiu vi ctia ching ta.
Tuy than phuc nd lwc va c6 cdm tinh véi cac nha than hoc Viét
ap dung hai phwong thé sau, chiing tdi vAn cam thiy, tit ca ba
phwong thé suy tw vé Viét than déu vip vao nhirng 16i [Am
sau: Th& nhit, d6 12 sw nhim lAn pham tru (category-
mistake). DAy 12 mot 16i IAm khong thé hay khong mudn nhan
ra tinh chat ca biét cia cac pham tru, thi du pham tru cua tri
thirc khac biét véi pham tru cia dao dirc; pham tru dao dic
khac v&i pham tru ton gido, van van. Ngay ca trong lanh vuc
khoa hoc, ching ta cling thwong nham 1an pham tru khoa hoc
tw nhién v&i khoa hoc xa hoi, khoa hoc xa hoi véi khoa hoc
nhan van. Sw nham l4n tai hai nhat, khi cho rang tit ca moi
khoa hoc, tat cd moi cach séng, tit ca moi 16i suy tw déu theo
mot quy luat nhit dinh. Thi& dén, va quan trong hon, d6 1a su
1an 16n gitra cac thé sinh (hay thé gi¢i sdng, life-worlds). Day
la mot diém ma ching téi rat chd y khi néu 1én sw khac biét
gitra than hoc Tay phwong va Dong phwong, va ngay ca gitra
bong phwong va Viét than. Sy khac biét nay rd rang nhat
trong (a) cach séng; (b) cach thé biéu tad qua ngon ngi, nghé
thuit...; (c¢) phwong thé suy tw, hay 1y luin; (d) muc dich song,
(e) moi treong song, (f) cach té chirc cia cudc séng, va (g)
nén dao dirc va siéu hinh. Khong nhin ra cic sw khac biét
trén, cdc nha thin hoc Ty phwong, va dién hinh nhat la cac vi
truyén gido, da cwdng ép, cac dan téc khac phai hoc doi cach
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sOng, 16i tw duy, cach biéu t4, nghi thitc, 1€ nghia va ca ngbn
ngir TAy phwong. Nhin thirc dwgc di€ém nay, cdc nha than hoc
A chau d3 bit dau suy tw vé than hoc theo thé sinh ctia moi
dan toc. Thian hoc Dan ching (Minjung) hay Tién dan cta bai
Han, than hoc dé tam nhan ctia Tong Quyén Sinh (Pai Loan),
than hoc Phat tinh cilia Aloysius Pieris (Tich Lan), than hoc
dong tinh tir Dich kinh ctia Ly Vinh Trong (Lee, Jung-young),
va Than hoc Pa thé tinh (pluralistic world), (hay Hoi thé tinh
(oecumenical world) cia Phan DPinh Cho.. 1a hiu qua tit
nhién ctia cong viéc suy tw than hoc theo thé€ sinh quan cta
ho. Thir ba, d6 1a 16i suy tw chd quan, cling nhw ban vi (ego-
centrism), hay téc vi (geno-centrism). Loéi suy tw nay tw
phong minh lén hang dac biét dwoc "Chua chon" véi nhitng
dac quyén va "ba dao" chiém tron dic 4n cho minh. Dan Do-
Thai, dan da tring, dan gbc Aryan, van van la nhirng giéng
dan "dac biét", 1a con Thién Chda... Thé nén, Chda l1a Chda cua
ho: "Ta la Chuda cta Abraham, cda Jacob;" Thanh Kkinh Ila
Thanh kinh cta ho. Cac dan toc khac thi man di moi ro; hoac
ngoai dao. Twong tw, ngwoi Han cling tirng ngao man cho
minh 13 "Trung qudc,” coi moi dan téc khac, bao gom Viét téc,
la man, 1a di, 1a ro, 1a dich. Cha thuyét "thin quyén"
(theocracy, tirc gido sy tri), hay "gido sy doc ton" (clericalism)
cling 1a mot hinh thic ctia 16i suy tw ban vi nay. Sau cung, nhw
tirng thay trong than hoc T4y phwong, d6 1a cha thuyét dé
qudc trong tw duy. Ngudi theo chi nghia dé€ qudc cho rang ho
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la chu, 1a thay, 1a chda, c6 quyén va "nhiém vu" ddy bdo muon
dan. Ngwoi Phap da trang da tirng tw phong cho ho "thién
chirc cao quy" nay, va day cac "con khi An-nam" thanh nguoi.
Gido hoi La Ma trwéc Pai Cong dong Vatican II cling tirng cd
thai d6 nhw thé. Ban vi chi nghia va dé quoc chi nghia da
quyét dinh nén than hoc Tay phwong tir bao thé ky, dac biét
sau cudc chién thing toan dién ctda nguoi Ty phwong trong
moi lanh vwc, nhat 1a quan sy va gido duc tir thé ky 18. Hai
cha nghia trén dnh hwéng sau dam téi hang lanh dao (tén
gido cling nhw chinh tri va gido duc) cta cac nwéc ban x
nhuoc tiu. Mot quan niém sai lAm cho rang ciru roi, anh sang
va quang vinh dén tir phwong TAy; rang "vién hoa thwong
hué niém kinh" (chi c6 nha sw tlr phwong xa méi biét tung
kinh); rang La M3 13 4nh sdng mudn dan ma "tit ca moi dao 10
déu dan t&i;" rang "quyét tién, ta hwéng vé Vatican, thanh cao
sang, anh sang soi chi€éu moi din tdoc." Mot quan niém nhuw
thé da xAm nhip vao tAm thirc ctia hang gido sy (va gido dan),
cling nhw cda nhiéu than hoc gia chdng ta, va thanh "lé tat
nhién" ma ching ta coi nhu mot tin diéu.

3. Mat thé hay Lai thé

Néu ching ta khong thé "nhai lai" dinh nghia mat thé
luan; cang khong dwoc phép 14y né 1am mau muc dé xac dinh,
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danh gid nén mat thé luin Viét, thi diém th& hai ching ta cin
phdi lam sang t6, d6 1a tim hiéu y nghia cia mat thé luin
trong tu twéng Viét.

Nhuw chiing tbi da tam nhic téi trong doan trén, mat thé
ludn bao gom nghiéu nghia: d6 1a mot tri thirc vé mat thé (the
last things); d6 ciing la hiéu biét vé cudc song mai sau tic lai
thé (afterlife); song d6 cling 1a mot tién dodn (prophecy) vé
s6 phan cta con ngwdi; hay mot phan xét (judgement) vé thé
gi®i hién dai; va do cling 1a nhirng moén kién thirc n6i 1én khat
vong (desire), wéc vong (aspiration) va hy vong (hope) vao
tuyét doi ciia con nguoi.

Nhidn quan vé mOt nén mat thé luin nhw trén thuwc ra
dwgc xay dung trén thé sinh ctia ngwoi Ba-Tw. Ho nhin lich
st nhw mdt vong ludn hoi - theo nghia 14p lai (repetition),
hay qui hoi (return) khong hoan toan giéng Phit gido hay An
Do gido -; va coi sw phan xét t6i hdu nhw 1a mot xac dinh sy
chién thing cla thién trén 4c cling nhw xac quyét sy hién hiru
cda lac nguyén, tirc vieong qudéc cua sw toan thién. Léi nhin
trén vé sau dwoc thay thé va bo tdc bdi cai nhin lich st nhat
quan va tryc quan cta nguoi Do-Thai. Su s6ng lai khéng con
mang nghia "lap lai", song nhuw mot dwdng thang tién vé Dang
Tuyét Déi. Sw phan xét téi hiu nhw 1a mot sy chung cuc cta
lich sit; va hién thé hoan toan bién mat. M6t sw séng méi, duy
nhit va bit bién la cung dich cua lich st nhan loai. Cai nhin
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nay bao gobm ba nguyén ly: thr nhit, néu lich st theo dwong
thing, mot chiéu, va duy nhit, thi mat thé tirc 1a sy két thic
cua lich st nhan loai (the end of history). Ma lich st chi la
mot dién trinh cua thoi gian (kronos). Thé nén, mat thé c6
nghia la sy két thic cda thoi gian tinh (temporality) noi con
nguoi, tlrc sw két thic ctia hién thé. Thit hai, sw két thic cda
thoi gian tinh chi c¢6 thé dong nghia véi sy két thic cta thé
gi¢i con nguoi, néu con nguoi bi "quyét dinh" béi thoi gian
tinh. Th ba, trong trweong hop nguwoc lai, néu con nguoi la
mét hitu thé quyét dinh thoi gian tinh, thi con nguoi veot
khéi thoi gian tinh, tirc veot khéi lich st. Con nguwoi do do
khong bi lich st rang budc, b&i vi ban chit cia hiru thé khéng
phai 1a thoi gian song la tw do, tic tuyét d6i; ma tuyét doi
chinh 1a moét sy khai mé (alhteia, revelatio) lién tuc khong
ngirng cia hiru thé. Hiéu theo nghia nay, mat thé ludn khong
phai 1a mét tri thirc vé mat thé (the end of the world), tirc sw
két thic cia hién thé (the end of the present world), song la
mot sw tw mic khai cia chinh hiru thé trong tuyét doi.

Cai nhin cta nguoi Viét vé mat thé khong hoan toan
giong nhw hai 16i nhin cia ngwoi Ba-Tw hay Do-Thai. Ly do
chinh ma ching t6i da nhac tdi, d6 1a cai thé sinh ctia ho khac
biét véi thé sinh cua cac dan tdc khac; va lich str quan cta ho
khong theo dwdong thang, hay vong tron. Diém quan trong
hon ma ching ta it khi cha y t&i, d6 1a quan niém vé thoi gian
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cla nguwoi Viét. Vay thi, dé€ hi€u mot nén mat thé luin cda
nguoi Viét, ching ta phai tim hiéu cai thé sinh cia ho. D€ hiéu
thé sinh, chiing ta bat budc phai dit ra ba van dé lién quan téi
thé sinh quan: (1) muc dich va cung dich cda thé sinh quan;
va (2) phwong tién dat téi muc dich va cung dich, cling nhw
(3) lich st tinh cta thé sinh.

4. Thé Sinh Quan

Nhw ching téi da tam nhac tdi, mat thé luin trong tu
duy ctia nguoi Viét dwoc biéu td va biéu hién phin lén qua
cac van bén (text), thoai bén (hay khiu truyén, oracles,
narratives) va truyén bon (hay truyén thong, tradition) ghi
lai m6i khat vong, wéc vong va hy vong vé tuyét doi. Qua
nhitng tw liéu trén, ching ta c6 thé phin biét hai 16i nhin vé
tuyét déi. Léi nhin thir nhat thwong thiy trong vian chwong
bac hoc, kinh vién trwdng ctr. L6i nhin thir hai, thwong thiy
trong ca dao tuc ngit. Vi bai viét nay chi chu trong vao 16i
nhin th& hai, ching t6i xin dwoc néi phét qua quan niém
tuyét déi trong van chwong bac hoc. Van chwong bac hoc, noi
mot cach chung, bi anh hwdng cia Nho gido, va phan khéng
it, cia Phat gido va Pao gido. Néu c6 phan anh dwoc phan nao
tam trang cuia ngwoi thwong dan, thi cling chi c6 mot chut it.
Chinh vi thé, quan niém tuyét déi theo 16i nhin bac hoc c6 hai
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dac tinh. Thir nhit, tuyét doi chi cé thé thiy noi mot lai thé,
trong d6 con nguoi cling duwoc tham dw vao, hay dat téi ban
chit tuyét déi. Tuyét ddi tinh dwoc dién dat bang sw siéu viét
thoi gian tinh, tic vinh ctru tinh (eternity). Trong tu twéong
cda Tran Nhan Tong va Van Hanh, ching ta thdy dwoc mot
cai nhin vé mat thé nhuw vay. Trong tw twdng cia Nguyén
Binh Khiém va Lé Quy Pon, tuyét doi cling mang tinh chat
vwot thoi gian song khong hoan toan tach biét véi hién thé.
D6 1a mot tuyét doi pha 14n quan niém niét ban véi quan
niém trudng sinh cta Pao Lao. Trong van chwong binh dan,
dac biét trong ca dao va tuc ngit, ngwoi thwong dan nhin
tuyét doi tinh mot cach "twong doi." Thé gi¢i mai sau khong
hoan toan tach roi khoéi hién thé. Thé gi¢i mai sau ciing
khong phai 1a "mat thé", theo nghia "tdn thé". Lai thé theo
nguoi Viét, d6 1a mét thé gidi ma diém trong yéu khong phai
la thwdng phat, cling khong phai 1a vinh ctru, song mot thé
gi®i rit cu thé:

"Song dwoc miéng doéi cho, chét dwoc b6 vang tam."
Hay:
"Song mdc vai Bui, chét vui vang tam."

b6 cling 1a mot thé gidi ma con nguwdi khong con lo du
s¢ hai thiéu nhitng nhu yéu phim; khéng con bi dé nén ap
birc; khéng con bi khinh thwdng. D6 cling 1a mét thé gi¢i ma
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nhitng khat vong thwdng tinh nhw com no 4o am, vo dep con
khén, hay, nha ngéi ciy mit... dwgc thoa man. Trong mot thé
gi¢i nhw vy, hy vong déng nghia v&i khat vong, va khat vong
dong nghia véi wéce vong. Song néu tuyét doi tinh chi mang
mot tinh chit twong d6i, va néu hy vong tuyét doi chi la
nhirng khat vong hay wéc vong thuwdong tinh, thi chung ta khé
c6 thé chip nhén siéu viét tinh trong 16i suy tw cia nguoi
Viét. Hoac la chung ta phai di dén mot két ludn, 1a tuyét déi
tinh chi thay trong tw twdng cia gi¢i tri thirc ma thoi. Nhirng
khé khin, mau thuin nay khong thé gidi quyét néu ching ta
khong di sdu vao cai muc dich cta thé sinh Viét, dé€ xem muc
dich c6 dong nghia véi cung dich hay khong. Trong nhitng
doan sau, ching to6i sé phan tich sdu hon thé€ sinh quan nay
qua nhitng diém: (1) nhitng muc dich cua thé sinh Viét; (2)
cung dich trong thé sinh Viét.

4.1. Muc Dich

Néu mat thé luin hiéu theo nghia ctia hy vong vao mot
thé gidi khac, t6t dep hon. Viy thi, d€ hiéu mat thé ludn cua
nguoi Viét, ching ta phai biét cai thé gidi tét hon la thé gidi
gi? Thé gi¢i nay dwoc ngwoi Viét biéu ta ra sao? Noi day,
ching t6i xin phan tich nhitng muc dich cta thé sinh Viét.

- Thir nhdt, Thé sinh Viét la mét thé gi¢i thwc tién,
thwc dung
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Ddi véi ngwoi ndong dan, cai s6ng chat vat bat budc ho
phai lo lang cho cai bung ctia ho. Sw do6i khd da bién thanh
thwdng tinh, gan lién v&i cudc séng ciia ho. Thé nén "ngay ba
bira vO bung rau binh bich" 1a mét cau néi dién td mot cach
rat song déng cai thé sinh cta ho. Cai doi, cai khé bam theo
chin ho dén do:

"Song mot dong khong hét.
Chét mot dong khong du."

Song ho khdng gidng cac nha nho, 1dy mot quan niém
dao dirc hay siéu hinh dé€ danh "ltra" minh: "Nguwdoi quan ti dn
chang ciu no." Ho thang thin: "S6ng no hon chét thém". Cai
triét ly "c6 thuwc méi vue dwoc dao" dwoc thang Bom néi 1én
mot cach linh dong va trung thuec:

"Thang Bom c6 cai quat mo.

Pha 6ng xin d6i ba bo chin triu.
Bom rang bom chang 13y trau.

Phu 6ng xin d6i nam s6i, Bom cwdi."

Triét ly thwc dung nay cé thé noi, la nén tang cta 16i tw
duy vé sw s6ng va su chét:

"Song trén doi dn miéng doi ché.”

hay twong tu:
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"Song dwoc miéng doi cho.
Chét dwgc bo vang tam."

Chinh vi cudc s6ng qua w khén khé, ma ho tam coi muc
dich "da an du tiéu" nhw 1a diém c6t yéu. Thé nén, nguoi Viét
hodc coi thwong cai chét, hodc khéng con thi gior dé nghi vé
cai chét nira. Va néu cai chét cap ke, thi chét van swéng hon
séng:

"S6éng thoi con chang cho an.
Chét thoi x01, thit lam van té rudi.”

Hay

"S6ng thi chang cho dn nao.
Chét thi cing, gid mam cao, cd day."

- Thir hai, Thé sinh Viét la mét hién thoi, tirc moét hién
thé kéo dai

Nhuw chdng t6i da nhic phét qua trong phan dau, lich st
quan ctia nguoi Viét khong theo mot dwong thang; cling
khong phai duwdng vong. Chung téi tam nghi, va coi dé nhu la
mot gid thuyét, lich st quan ctia ngwoi Viét dwoc xay dung
trén quan niém "hién thoi" (the now-time hay the hic et
nunc), tirc mot hién tai néi dai (a prolonged present). Hiéu
nhw thé, hién thé khong khac biét lai thé, va lai thé ciling
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khéng tach biét khoi tién thé; bdi vi tat cd déu chi la nhirng
thoi doan (momentum) cua hién thoi.

Chinh vi c6 mét lich sit quan nhuw viy, ma ching ta thay
nguoi Viét quan niém séng va chét khéong nhw nhirng thé gidi
hoan toan cach biét, song nhw nhitng thdi doan khac nhau
véi nhirng tic dong va nhu ciu khac biét ma thoi:

"S6ng tét, chét gio."

"Sinh thuan, tir an.”

N6i mét cach khac, séng va chét chi 1a nhirng thoi doan
thudc vé cung mot thé sinh, ma thé sinh d6 bao gém tién thé,
hién thé va lai thé. Do dé, gitra séng va chét c6 moét lién quan
khéng thé tach biét. Hon thé nira, sw lién két thAm siu gitra
tién thé (qua hinh béng cida t6 tién) va lai thé (hiu dai) khong
thé tach biét. Tién thé va lai thé héi tu trong hién thé.

"Séng vé mo vé ma. Chang ai sdng vé ca bat com."

Cai lién quan, khong thé tach biét nay, cho dén noi, nhan
cach con ngwoi khong hé bién dang:

"Song mot ngwdi mot nét.
Chét mot ngwdi mot tat."
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Néu nhin k§ vao nhitng van ban trén, ching ta nhin
thiy, trong thé sinh Viét (hién thé cling nhw lai thé), nhirng
wéc vong va khat vong déu giong nhau. Nhin tir mot khia
canh khdac, hay tir phan tdm, ching ta c6 thé xac quyét la
chinh nhitng wéc vong va khat vong thwong tinh da noi két
hién thé va lai thé. Va nhw vay thi mat thé ludn Viét khong
mang nghia moét tri thirc vé tan thé, hay mot thé gi¢i hoan
toan khac biét v&i hién thé. Mat thé chi 1a mot sw thwc hién
(realization) ctia nhirng khat vong va wéc vong cia con nguoi
trong hién thé ma thoi.

- Thi¥ ba, Thé sinh Viét la mét thé gioi néi tai

Dbiém th& ba ma ching ta thiy trong thé sinh Viét, d6 la
tinh chat néi tai, song siéu viét. Néu nhin tir triét hoc Tay
phuong, hai tinh ch4t ndi tai va siéu viét qia that mau thuln.
Tuy nhién, néu ching ta hi€u siéu viét khong theo nghia vuot
khoi (transcendence), nhung verot xa (go beyond), virot cao
(surpass) va vuon t¢i (reaching towards), hay vwot khoi
(overcoming), thi siéu viét khong nhit thiét bao ham mot thé
gi¢i ngoai tai, thi dunhw Thién dwdong, Niét ban hay mot thé
gi¢i twong tw. Cling trong mét mach van, ching toi hiéu thé
gi¢i noi tai khong theo nghia thé gi¢i tAm linh, hay mét thé
gi¢i ndi tAm, hay mot thé gidi tinh than. Thé gidi ndi tai noi
1én cai thé gi¢i chung ta dang séng, tirc cai thé gidi cda ching
ta, va thudc vé ching ta. Nhw da nhic t¢i trong doan vin trén,
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thé gi¢i ma chung ta dwong séng chinh 1a hién thé (biéu hién
b&i hién thoi). Hién thé nay qui tu lai thé va tién thé vao
trong cai ma ching ta goi la thé sinh Viét:

"Xwa kia ta ¢ trén trovi;
Dt diy roi xuéng lam nguwoi thé gian."

Trong mot thé gidi nodi tai theo nghia nay, than thanh,
ma quy, sinh vit va con nguwoi déu tham du vao cudc song
cda cung mot thé gidi. Noi diy, khéng cé phan biét thian hoac
thanh, ma hay qdy, ngwoi hay ngom. Trong thé sinh nay,
khéng c6 giai cip ro rét. Ké tu nguoi tuc, ké chét ngwoi song
déu tham dy vao cung mot thé sinh. Nhirng ki€u noi:

"gan chua, goi But bang anh;"
hay:

"Lén chua thiy tiéu muwoi ba,

thiy sw mwoi bon, vai gia mwoi lam.
Mudn cho mot thang déi ram,

trwdce 1a 1€ Phat, sau tham vai gia."

No6i 1én sy dong tinh trong mot thé sinh nhw vay. Troi,
But cling khéng phai la ngoai 1€; va cang khong xa cach, boi
néi cho cung, tat cd déu & trong mot thé sinh:

"Rap mong 6ng trdi sa xudng cdi tran,
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Hoi xem duyén Ki€p ng nan lam sao?
Hay:

"Cuia But mat mot dén muoi,
But hdy con cwoi But chira 14y cho.”

- Thir tw, Thé sinh Viét la mét thé gioi do chinh con
ngwoi tw tao

Nhuw tirng ban vé sy khac biét gitta thin thoai va nhan
thoai trong Viét ngit, va nhw nhiéu hoc gid da tirng nhin dinh
rang trong van hda Viét, nhan thoai chiém moét dia vi quan
trong hon thin thoai. Gid thuyét ndy xem ra cé thé ki€ém
chirng véi nhirng dic diém thay noi co ciu va té chirc cua xa
hoi Viét. Pac tinh th nhat do 1a tinh cdng dong. Pac tinh thi
hai d6 la tinh chit tu tri. Trong ca dao hay tuc ngit, nhitng ve
nhu:

"Troi cao bé rong bao la

Viéc gi 1a chung phai 1a may ta.

Trong viéc nha, ngoai thi viéc nuorc,

Gilr lam sao sau trudc ven tuyén.

Lo 1a cAu Phit, cau tién."

thudmg thdy xudt hién noi ddu moéi mdi ngudi Viét.

Chinh vi thé sinh Viét 1a mot thé gidi "tw tri" véi quy luat ca
biét ma "phép vua thua 1é lang;" ma "lénh 6ng khong bang
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cong ba." Ngay ca nhitng y thirc hé manh mé nhw Nho gido,
hay ngay ca ton gido cling khong thé thay doi 16i nhin "ty tao"
nay. Tinh chit tw tao, tw tri nay thiy rit ré noi vai tro cda
nguwoi phu nit Viét trong xa hoi Viét. Ngwoi phu nit Viét
khong hoan toan thu dong nam ngoai nit ndi; hoac tuan theo
"tam tong ti dirc." Ho chu dong ngay ca trong viéc kén chong:

"Mot chong ray 1a bay chong ho;"
Hay:
"Mot ba hai 6ng."
Ho diéu cot quan niém trong nam khinh nit: "nh4t nam
viét hiru thap nir viét vo":
"Lam trai rira bat quét nha.
Vo goi thi da: BAm Ba t6i day."
R0 rang nhit dé la vai tro "chd" va tat yéu cia phu ni
"lénh 6ng khong bang cong ba"; Hay:
"Cha chét, con an com véi ca.
Me chét con liém 14 dau dwong.”
("m6 c6i Cha an com vé&i ca, mo c6i Me li€m 14 dau
dwong.")
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NGi cach chung, mau tinh; hay 4m tinh khong nhitrng chi
ndi 1én cai dic thu cua nguoi Viét, ma con biéu td sirc doi
khang manh liét chdng ngoai lwc, va bao vé tw chu tinh cta
ho.

Cung Dich

Trong nhirng phéan tich trén, ching ta nhin thiy nguoi
Viét nhin lai thé nhw 12 mo6t sw thé hién nhitng wéc vong va
khat vong ma ho khong dwoc théa méan trong cudc song hién
thé. Song néu chi nhin lai thé theo mo6t nhan quan thwc dung
nhw viy, ching ta khéng thé hiéu 16i vi von cho minh ngang
hang v&i trod, voi dat. Con ngudi chi c6 thé tw cao tw dai nhw
vy, néu con ngwdi biét minh, hay it nhat 1a cho minh, cé du
lwc twong dwong véi trod, dit, va than thanh. Néi cach khac,
chi khi nao con nguwoi y thirc dwoc tuyét déi tinh cia minh,
thi hin méi dam tu ton phong minh 1én than Ién thanh nhw
thiy trong trwong hop cla hai vin hao Lé Van Siéu va Cao Ba
Quat: "Than Siéu Thanh Quat." Néu hiéu nhw viy, ching tbi
thiét nghi, cho rang nguwoi nong dan cé it hoc, va diu rang
nhitng lo du thwong nhit khién ho khong con, hay it con thi
gi®r suy tw vé cung dich cda thé sinh, cling nhw cach riéng, vé
cung dich cua cudc s6ng cia minh, thi trong tim thirc caa ho,
chiing ta van c6 thé nhan dwoc mot niém hy vong c6 tinh chat
vinh clru. M8i hy vong nay dwoc dién dat mot cach rat don so
va cu thé:
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"(¢ hién thi gip lanh.
O 4c gip dit tan tanh nhw tro."

Gap lanh, hay gap thién, giéng nhuw "chi w chi thién" la
mot cung dich ma nguoi Viét deo dudi. Méi hy vong nay ciing
c6 thé 1a mot thé sinh vién man, khong con lo 4u, khé nhoc:

"NhAit cao 1a ndi Tan Vién.
Thanh nhan vo sv la tién trén doi."

Ma moi hy vong nay ciing con c6 thé 1a mét khat vong
tré thanh anh hung, tirc mot con ngwoi bat ti:

"Cua doi mudn sw cuia chung.
Hon nhau mét tiéng anh hung ma thoi."

Nhin cho k¥, ta thdy nhitng hy vong dat t&i danh thom
muén doi (anh hung), dat t&i thién hao, va cé mot cudc sdng
"thanh nhan v6 su" la nhitng cung dich, ma nhitng cung dich
nay la tong hop ctia cac nguyén ly siéu hinh va dao dirc cia
Nho, Pao va Phat.

5. Lich Str Tinh

Néu nhin tir quan diém cda thé sinh ma chung t6i vira
phan tich & cac phan trén, ching ta bit budc phai cong nhan

177
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG IV: MAT THE LUAN TRONG CA DAO
TUC NGU

la mét nén mat thé luin Viét khong hoan toan dong nghia véi
bit ct nén mat thé luin nao khac. Piém th& nhit ma chdng
t6i mudn noéi dén, dé la hinh nhw nguoi Viét khéng c6 mot
quan niém mat thé theo nhirng nghia ma ching téi nhic qua
trong doan trén. Mot thé gi¢i cudi cung, trong d6 céd suw
thwéng thién phat 4c xem ra kha xa la v&i ho. Lé di nhién,
ching t6i khong choi bé quan niém tién nghiép, hau nghiép
va lai nghiép phd bién v&i niém tin "ac gia ac bao, thién gia
thién bao" noi dan gian. Thyc ra, quan niém nay, dung ra la
mot quan niém du nhap tir Phat giao Trung Hoa. Quan niém
"thién gia hitu thién, &c gia hiru ac" ndi lén mot nguyén ly
siéu hinh trc luit nhan qua theo hé théng lich st ciia dwong
thang, tir tién nghiép dén hién nghiép, va tlr hién nghiép toi
lai nghiép. Song néu phan tich mét cach ky lwdng, ching ta
thdy lich st tinh cha ngudoi Viét khong theo duwong thang.
Chinh vi thé ma, ching ta thdy ngay trong niém tin vao suw
phan xét, thuwdng ké lanh phat ké dit, cling khong hoan toan
mang tinh ch4t Phat gido, b&i vi sw thwdng phat cong tdi van
nam ngay trong hién thé, chir khong phai doi dau thai tai sinh
trong mot thé gi¢i khac. Thir dén, nhw ching t6i da trinh bay,
cai thé sinh cia ngwoi Viét 1a mot thé sinh x4y trén hién thoi,
tirc moOt hién tai kéo dai, trong dé, hién thé khong hoan toan
tach biét khoi lai thé va tién thé. Trong ngir hoc, ching ta
cling nhin thiy la ngwoi Viét thich dung tiéng hiu thé hon la
lai thé. Tuy noi nhw thé, ching tdi van y thirc dwoc rang thé
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sinh Viét khong thuén tiy. Sau hon hai ngan nam giao du va
két hop véi cac thé sinh khac, thé sinh Viét khéng nhitng la
mét tong hop, ma 1a mot téng hop cb tinh cach bién chirng
ciia moi thé sinh nhw thé sinh Trung, thé sinh An, thé sinh
Pong Nam A, van van. Chinh vi vy ma, cai nhin ctia nguoi
Viét vé lai thé, hu thé va mat thé thwong khong don thuan.
Ba thé gi¢i nay nhiéu khi gin giong nhau, nhwng doéi khi lai
hoan toan khac biét. Nhuwng noi cach chung, trung tam cta
thé sinh Viét van 1a hién thé.

Chinh vi ngu¢i Viét tw duy theo mét cach bién chirng, va
tong hop nhw viy, ma ho nhin cai chét theo nhiéu 16i nhin
khac nhau, khi twong dong, khi lai twong khic; déi khi lai
twong hd. Thi du, ho coi chét 1a hét; song ho cling chip nhan
quan niém chét 1a di vao mot thé gi¢i khac. Pa s6 nhin cai
chét nhw la mot giai doan, va mong madi mdt thé gi¢i hoan
hao hon. Tuy vay thé gi¢i khac nay khong dong nghia véi mot
thé gi¢i vinh ctru.

Dé hiéu thém vé mat thé luin Viét, ching tdi dé nghi
nhin sy s6ng va sw chét tir lich st tinh cta ngwoi Viét. Nhw
chiing toi da nhic qua mot cach rat gian lwoc vé lich sir tinh
cia ngwdi Ba Tw va ngwoi Do Thai, va nghi rang lich sir tinh
cia nguoi Viét ¢ phan khac biét véi cac dan tdc khac. Noi
day, chung t6i xin dwoc di sdu hon vao diém nay, bang cach
giai thich hai dic tinh cua lich str va 16i suy tw cia ngwoi Viét.
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- Th nhit, néu lich st tinh cda ngwéi Ba Tu, An Po...
theo vong tron; va néu lich st tinh ciia ngwdi Do Thai theo
mot dwong thang, thi lich st tinh cia nguoi Viét theo 16i tu
thang, va 16i suy tw cda ho theo cdu két hay ludn ly ctaa tinh
toa. D€ tranh di qua xa khoi luin dé cda tiéu luan, ching toi
chi xin n6i mét cach gian lwoc dic tinh tu thang. Riéng vé 16i
suy tw tinh toa, phin vi ching t6i da ban nhiéu trong cac tiéu
ludn khac; va phan khac, vi né khong quan trong trong bai
nay, nén ching tdi tam khong nhic téi. Tu thiang tirc quy tu
nhitng yéu tinh cda tién thé vao trong hién thé, va thang tién
1én mot thé sinh hoan hdo hon trong lai thé. Song néi nhw
thé, thi lich st tinh cta ngwoi Viét khong khac chi lich st tinh
ctia Do Thai, b&i vi thoi gian déu theo dwong thang. Thuc ra,
tu thing khéng nhat thiét phai & trong mot thoi gian theo
dwong thang, hay vong tron. Tu thiang 1a mot tdc dong hién
thuc (realize) nhirng khat vong, wéc vong va phat sinh ra mot
niém hy vong. Ma chinh niém hy vong nay m&i la dong luc
lam con nguwoi nghi vé mat thé. Mot diém khac can phai thém
vao dé tranh ngd nhin. D6 chinh 1a diéu ma chung toi da
nhin manh nhiéu lan: trong lich s tinh cla ngwoi Viét, tit ca
tién thé, hién thé va lai thé déu quy tu vao mot thé sinh, hay
hién thoi, tivc mot hién thé kéo dai vo tAn. Trong mot hién
thoi nhuw vdy, ching ta khé ma c6 thé phan biét tién thé va
hién thé, hién thé va lai thé.
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- Thr hai, néu lich st tinh khong dwgc nguoi Viét nhin
theo thoi gian duwdng thang hay vong tron, thi ching toi thiét
nghi, ho nhin thoi gian theo cai nhin ctia néi tdm. Hay néi
cach khac, ho nhin thoi gian theo chinh hitru thé tinh. Va do
dd, ho nhin céi chét theo hai 16i nhin cta tuyét vong va hy
vong. LoOi nhin tuyét vong phat sinh ra quan niém tin thé,
trong Khi 16i nhin hy vong dwa ho téi mot mat thé luan.

Loi nhin th nhit vé tin thé, coi "sinh su, su sinh" 1a
mot luit tit yéu; 1a mot cai so; 1a moét cadi ménh. Vi "sdng chét
c6 s6," thé nén phai chdp nhin "séng nubi, chét chén." Cai
nhin nay la mét cai nhin bi quan. Ching ta ciing cé thé noéi, n6
biéu td tAm tinh tuyét vong. Chét 1a hét; ma néu khong hét, thi
cung lam cling chi lam ma déi ma théi:

"Chét tré khoe ma, chét gia ma mét."
Ma3 ai thi cling giéng nhau ca:

"Chinh chuyén chét ciing ra ma.

Lang lo chét cling dem ra ngoai dong."

Théi do tuyét vong nay duoc ngwoi Viét dién dat mot
cach rat than nhién, cho dén ndi lanh lung: "ché chét hét
truyén;" hodc mét cach o ho: "song ngay nao biét ngay ay."

L6i nhin th& hai vé mat thé ludn cé vé lac quan hon. Léi
nhin nay hy vong mét thé gidi tét dep hon; hodc it nhat, coi
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cai chét tw n6 ciling c6 chi long trong, gia tri hon cai séng hién
tai.

"Chét tré con hon lay l&."
Hay:
"Chét keén trong, song dau den."
Va ca céi chét ciling 1a mot 16i chét cé tinh toan:

"Chét truedrc dwoc mo, dwoc ma.
Chét sau ndm nga nam nghiéng."

Tt hai 16i nhin vé cai chét, ching ta thiy hai 16i nhin vé
lich st. L6i nhin thit nhat coi lich sir d6ng nghia v&i hién thé.
Chét tirc két thuc hién thé. Va sy bi€n mit cua hién thé dong
nghia v&i tin thé. Loi nhin th& hai coi lich s&t nhw 1a mot tién
trinh cta sinh sinh bat nghi. Li nhin nay khéng coi cai chét
nhw 1a mot két thic, song nhu mot giai doan cda cudc song.
L6i nhin nay luon luén phat sinh ra nhirng niém hy vong bat
tan, nham giai quyét nhirng khat vong va wéc vong. Va day 1a
diém khéi nguyén ctia mat thé ludn Viét.
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6. Tam Két - Tan Thé va Mat Thé

Néu nhirng phén tich ctia chidng t6i khéng sai, hodc it
nhit khéng qua sai, thi ching t6i cé thé rit ra mot két luin
rat ngan gon vé mot nén mat thé luan Viét nhw sau: Thit nhat,
mat thé luin theo quan diém cua ngwoi Viét khong mang
nghia tin thé (the end of the world). N6 ciing khong quan
tAm nhiéu t&i mot thé giéi mai sau, mot thé gi¢i hoan toan
tach biét khoéi hién thé (the other, external and eternal
world). B&i vi mot mat thé ludn nhw thé khong giai quyét
dwoc nhirng khat vong, hay wéc vong ciia con nguwdi. Mot mat
thé luin theo thé sinh ctia Do Thai hay Ba Tw hay An D6 doi
hoi con nguwoi phai doan tuyét véi hién thé, véi nhitng wéc
mo thwong nhat. Thir hai, thé gi¢i mai sau (after-life) hay hau
thé trong y thirc Viét khéng dong nghia véi mot thé gidi vinh
ctru, bat bién va tuyét doi. Thé gi¢i mai sau cia ngwoi Viét la
mot lai thé; song lai thé nay khéng lap lai nhw thay trong
vong ludn hoi. Lai thé nay ti€n b, hay thang ti€én mdt cach
bién chirng, 1am hién thé& hoan hdo hon bang cach théa min
nhitng khat vong, wéc vong hay mong mo.

Nhin tir mot mach vdn nhw viy, ta thiy lich st tinh cta
thé sinh Viét khong di theo dwong thiang hay dwdng vong,
song theo cai dao, hay 16i gidi quyét van nan hién thé, tic
théa man khat vong va tao ra niém hy vong méi. Day 1a mot
ly do tai sao ching toi giai thich mat thé luin Viét khong theo
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luin ly cda tuyét déi, song tuyét doi trong twong quan, hay
twong doi tinh trong lich s hwéng vé tuyét doi. Mot lich st
bi dinh doat bé&i tuyét déi, la mot lich st quyét dinh hay tuyét
dinh (deterministic) nham dén mot quyén luc tuyét déi. Va
chi c6 tuyét déi maéi cé thé gidi quyét dwoc moi vin nan va
moi khat vong. Trong mét lich sit nhw vy, nhitng wéc mo,
moéng mo chi c6 gia tri nhw nhirng san phdm cda con nguwoi di
héa (alienated man). Nhw ching ta thiy, mdt lich st xay trén
tuy€&t déi tinh chi 1a mot do vong chit khdng phai hy vong; béi
vi ching ta sé khéng bao gior dat téi tuyét doi dwoc. Nén mat
thé luin ctia ngwoi Viét, it nhat 1a cta gi¢i binh dan, khong
mang 40 vong. N6 khong nham dén tuyét ddi. Nén mat thé
ludn Viét biéu ta thé giGi cia hy vong. Diy chinh la mot diém
rat quan trong giai thich hién thoi tinh, cling nhw sw bat kha
phan ly gitta hién thé véi tién thé va lai thé. Néi tém lai,
ching ta c6 thé goi mat thé ludn Viét 1a mot nén hién thoi
luan.

CHU'ONG V: SAT NHAP - HOI NHAP BAN CACH
HOA
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1.Dan Nhap
1.1. Euntes Docete Omnes Gentes

Khong ai la gi cdu ndi ma cac nha truyén gido thwong
nhic di nhac lai, ma (thdnh) BO Truyén Gido dwa lén hang
cham ngon, ma ngudi Au chau 1y lam nguyén ly dé "khai
pha" sw "ngu dét" ctia nhirng nwéc nhwoc tiéu "man da": "Cac
con hay di giang ddy cho mu6n dan." Theo huin dao cta Giao
hoi La M3, day khong phai 1a chdm ngdén thong thwong,
nhwng la mot st ménh do chinh dtrc Kité doi hdi cdc mon dé
ngai phai thi hanh khi ngai phai cac 6ng di rao truyén Tin
murng.

Thé nhwng, c6 phai chinh d&c Kitd da nghi nhw thé
khéng? Hay 1a ngai chi muén néi "cac con hiy di lam chirng
nhan," ban hoa binh cho moi ngwoi thién chi, di "tuyén xwng
tin mirng" va "céng b6 nwdc Chia," "lam sang danh Chua" va
"thtr tha ho" (rtra t6i) nhw thay trong nhiéu doan ctia Tan
U6c? Noi diy ching toi xin dwoc mién ban tdi tinh chit trung
thwc cda 16i chuyén nghia van ban ma cac nha truyén gido,
hay hang gido si thwong 4p dung, mac du 16i giai thich quyén
uy nay da bi cac chuyén gia Thanh Kinh va nhiéu than hoc gia
nghi vin hay thach d6. Quan trong nhat, d6 la viéc thanh
Cong Pong Vatican Il da giai thich doan nay khong theo nghia
giang diy, song rao truyén tin mirng. Luin van cua ching toi
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tap trung vao 16i suy tw va thai d6 cda cac nha truyén gido, va
dat lai cdu héi la mot thai d6 nhw viy, moét 16i suy tw nhw thé
c6 thé tao ra mot nén than hoc hoi nhip, hay ban vi, hoic ban
cach hay khong? Va ngay ca vao ngay hom nay, ching ta da
hoi nhap chwa? Hay ngay ca khi da hoi nhép, ching ta van
con bi cai bong ma ctia tdm thic "truyén gido, gidng day" am
anh? Tir mot suy tw nhw thé, ching t6i di thém mot bwéc
phan tinh vé chinh nén than hoc ban vi dwong manh nha va
phat trién tai A chau. Trong bai nay chiing toi dic biét chi y
t&i than hoc ban vi Viét dwoc cac nha than hoc Viét, dac biét
hai nha than hoc Phan Pinh Cho va Vi Kim Chinh, dwong
phat dong ma ching to6i thiy rit khich 1é néu so v&i nhirng nd
lwrc ctia cac dong nghiép tai Trung Hoa, hay ctia than hoc gia A
chau tai Au My.

1.2. Giang Day hay Péong Hoa?

Chung ta biét, qua lich st truyén gido tai khap trén thé
gi&i, tai nhitng nwéc nhuwoc tiéu nhw Trung, Nam My, tai A
chiu va nhat 1a tai Phi chiu, déu ghi lai nhitng sw kién, nhirng
bi kich ma Gido hoi phai cong khai thu nhan da truc ti€p hay
gian ti€p gop tay vao. Sw can ddm cda Gido hoi ngay nay, qua
Gido chu Gioan-Phaolé II, khi théng hoi, va xin moi ngwoi tha
thir nhitng 16i 1Am nay, da truc tiép céng nhan su kién la
chinh sdch va phwong phap truyén gido trong nhirng thé ky
trwérc da vAp vao rat nhiéu sai lac. Tham kich cic nén van hoa
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nguyén so bi tiéu diét; bi hai kich vé nhan cach cia con nguoi
bi cha dap, va nhian phdm bi b6p méo da khong thé bi hao
quang cua truyén gido lam md nhat. Sw kién bat ngudi "theo
dao" phai tir ch6i cai "dao song" vén cé cua ho, d€ theo mot
cach "vb y thirc" mot 16i song méi, hoan toan xa la véi ho, da
khong thé bién chirng cho muc dich cao thwong cta "gido
héa." Ngay nay, Gido hoi da nhan ra rang, sw kién "ép budc
mot cich rat w thanh thién" tin hitu phai chdp nhin mo6t ngén
nglt ma khéng ai hi€u, va nhit 1a phai tw "ngoai lai" ngay
trong chinh dong s6ng dan tdc cta ho, 12 mot bang chirng
phan tin mirng cua dic Kitd. Gido chu Gioan-Phaold II da
diing cAm gay gat phé phan tit cd moi ché do, chi nghia, hay
chinh quyén nao, bao géom ca chinh Gido hoi La M3, giy ra
nhirng tham trang trén. Po6 chinh la tham trang "vo thirc," "di
héa," hay vong than. Nhw ching tdi da nhac qua, chinh Gido
chil Gioan-Phaol6 II da cong khai nhan cai 16i l1am clia qua
khi¥, va xin moi ngwoi tha thi.

Vay thi, khong phai st ménh rao giang tin mirng, song
chinh thai dé ctia nhitng nha truyén gido, cia chinh sach
truyén gido, va nhat la cta 16i suy tw "doc vi," "doc ton," tw
cho minh mdt st vu cao quy, ty ton minh 1én hang chan ly, tw
phong minh céi quyén ban phat 4n hué ctia Thwong bE, va tw
chiém doat nghia vu ctia chinh Thwong Dé... m&i la nguyén do
gdy ra nhitng tham kich ma Gido hoi ngay nay phai khiém
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tén, cong khai cdo minh "mea culpa, mea maxima culpa!" (Loi
tai toi, 16i tai téi moi dang).

1.3. Me va Thdy hay Chii va Né

Tré lai thai d9, 16i suy tw cling nhw tdm thirc cia cic nha
truyén gido. Khi ho dwoc diy 1a ho nam dwoc chan ly; ho 1a
nguwoi "kham sai dai than," c6 toan quyén "tién tram hu tiu;"
Ho "tha ai, ngwoi d6 dwoc tha, ma két an ai, nguoi d6 bi két
an." Ho ban phat an lanh; ho chinh l1a "sw that." Theo moét
truyén thong nhw vy, 1é tit nhién 13, truyén gido chinh la
mot "sir ménh cao quy" di "giang day," "khai h6a" va ban phat
an hué cho cac dan téc con "dwong séng trong toi tam, sa

doa.

Chung ta khéng ro mot tAm thirc nhw vay bat dau co tir
khi ndo? Nhwng c6 mot diéu chic chin, d6 1a cac ngudi dwoc
Chtaa chon khong ai dam nghi nhw thé. Péi véi thanh Phaold,
day 1a mot sie ménh dau khé lam chirng nhan cho sw that véi
vién twong cua bach hai, cia tai nhuc. D6i véi thanh Phérs,
sw viéc 6ng tirng choi Chuia, ma con trén cad s ménh cda
nguoi dai dién cua Ngai, n6i lén cong viéc rao giang tin mirng
ca la mot gian chuin diy thach do va dau khé. Cac vi thira sai
vao nhitng thé ky dau biét rang "vi danh Chua Kitd" ma ho
phdi cwc hinh. Cac thanh T dao Viét Nam cang thiu hiéu

(4 n

rang, cling vi mudn "theo chan Chta" ma ho chon cai chét "tui
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nhuc." Tr moOt sw xac tin vao danh Kito, cac thtra sai di rao
giang trong lo au, véi tam tinh khiém nhwong, va véi thai do
cia nhitng ngwoi anh em trong gia dinh cta Chua. Tir mét y
thirc manh mé vé st vu "lam t6i t&," ma cac ngai da song chui
song i trong cac hang mo dao, trong rirng ra, trong nguc tu.

Vay thi, mot tdm thic "chién thang khai hoan"
(triumphalism) c6 1& chi xuit hién tir khi ma mét nguwoi
"ngoai dao" va "vd luidn" nhw hoang dé Constantinus khdm
pha ra rang 6ng c6 thé danh bai dich thu véi diu hiéu Thanh
gia. Noi cach khac, khi bao hoang nay kham pha ra cong cu
tinh cda tén gido. Vay thi, chi tir khi ngwdi da trang, dic biét
cac d€ qudc Anh, Phap, Ty ban nha, B6 dao nha bat dau
thong tri cac dan "nhwoc ti€u" véi bao lwc va vo luin, ho mébi
bat dau nhiém phai cai tAm thirc tw cao tw dai coi ngwoi bang
nira con mat. Chinh vi vy ma ching ta c6 thé ca quyét 13, tAm
thirc "hién tri," "th6éng tri," "day d6" mudn dan, khong phat
xudat tir Kitd gido, song la con dé cda bao lwc chinh tri, kinh té
va nhat 1a quin sw ctia dé quoc thwe dan. Mot tAm thirc nhw
vay di ngwoc han lai véi yéu tinh cha Kitd gido, hoan toan
chéng lai tinh than cda drc Kitd.

Khong cin phai noi, tdm thtc "chién thing"
(triumphalism) chi xuat hién sau thoi Hoang dé Constantine,
va nhit 1a vao thoi trung c6 khi ma than quyén va vwong
quyén déu bi tip trung trong tay mot ngwoi (gido chd kiém

189
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG V: SAT NHAP - HOI NHAP BAN CACH
HOA

hoang dé, tirc Gido hoang). Chi tir diy ching ta méi thay
nhitng 16i gidi thich "nwéc Chia" nhw la vieong quoc, dirc Kitod
nhw 1a moét hoang dé (Christus imperator), va nguoi dai dién
cla ngai c6 mot quyén hanh tuyét déi ca trén troi 1an dudi
thé béi vi "con tha cho ai, ngwdi dé dwoc tha, ma con phat ai
thi ngwoi d6 bi phat.” Khong cén phai giai thich thém, chinh
tAm thirc chién thing nay bién Gido chu thanh Gido hoang,
véi mot quyén vo ngd ma ngay ca thanh Phérd, vi Gido cha
tién khéi cling khéong dam nghi téi. Cling chinh vi tw cho
minh quyén tuyét doi bat kha xam pham (ma chinh dic Kitd
da tir chéi, khi Ngai khuyén cdo Phér6é khong nén dung bao
lwc d€ bao vé Ngai), ma nhirng nguwoi tw tén minh l1a alter
Christus da khong con nhén ra tinh chit kha ngo, kha khuyét
ciia minh nira.

Chung ta tlrng biét, thanh Phaold dwoc sai di dé loan
truyén tin mirng cho nhitng ngwoi khong phai la Do Thai.
Thanh Phéro sang tan La Ma loan bao loi Chua (trwéc hét cho
nhitng ngwoi dong hwong, va sau dé cho chinh dé qudc). bé
hoan thanh st vu, cac ngai da bat diu hoc hoi tir chinh nhirng
nguwoi ma cadc ngai muén cong bé st diép cho. Cac ngai hoc
tiéng ctia ho, hoc van héa cua ho. Do d6, chiung ta cé thé qua
quyét rang, chic han 1a cac ngai khong dung tiéng Do Thai;
cang khéng thé 1dy van hda cia nwéc nhwoc ti€u "l1én mat
day" ngwoi Hy Lap va La Ma. N6i cach chung, ching ta c6 thé
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Xac quyét la tr thai do, dén tdm thirc, tir ngdn ngir dén 16i
sOng, cac thira sai tién kh&i khac han, va doi khi hoan toan
nguwoc lai véi thai do, tAm thic, 16i song va ngbén ngir ctia cac
nha truyén gido vao nhirng thé ky 18, 19 va vao dau thé ky
20. Vay thi bay gi¢ chung ta m&i hiéu dwoc tai sao niém tin
Kitd khong thé moc ré siu vao trong long nhitng dan toc
"dwoc truyén dao," nhit 1a khi 16i truyén dao nay gan lién v&i
nhitng yéu t6 phi tén gido, khi ma cic nha truyén gido "cuwdng
bach" (mot cach gian ti€p) dan ban x& phai "tir bd ma quy."
Ma ma quy nay khong phai ai hon 1a chinh t6 tién cta ho; ma
cai toi "nguyén thiy" cta ho la khéng dwoc lanh nhan bi tich
riva toi, va khong hé biét Gido hdi, ma ngoai Gido hoi thi
khong c6 ctru do: "extra ecclesiam nulla salus." N6i chung, 16i
truyén gido dwa theo nguyén ly thong tri, va ap dung chién
thuit sat nhép, cling nhw chién lwoc tich tin hitu ra khoi
chinh cai nguén mach, lich s, van hoa, tirc cai thé gi¢i song
cua ho.

2. Sat Nhap
Principium dominationis

"Lam sao c6 thé bat nhitng ngwdi khong phai 1a Do thai
s6ng nhuw ngwoi Do thai?”
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Khi so sanh gitra hai thai d6 ciia nhitng vi thira sai tién
khdi, va cdc nha truyén gido thoi méi, ching ta thiy ca la mot
suw trai ngwoc. Néu thanh Phaol6 chu trwong "song, nghi, va
noéi" nhw ngwdi ban xir (Hy Lap), thi cic nha truyén gido bat
dan ban x phai "s6ng, n6i va nghi” nhw cac nha truyén gido.

Néu thdnh Phérd luon khiém nhwong, hoc héi tir cac
nguoi khac, thi cdc nha truyén gido cia ching ta chi biét
"day" ch khéng biét "hoc." Ho day nhitng cai ma ho da hoc
tir chiing vién mic du nhirng cai hoc ctia ho da 16i thoi, va vo
"tich sw," néu khong dam néi l1a vo gia tri.

Néu cic vi thira sai tién khéi nhw thdnh Phaold, va cac
tong d6 khac (nhw thanh Téma sang truyén gido tan An D9,
thanh Gioan vung Tiéu A, van van) da phai c6 ging hoc ngon
ngi ban x&, thi c6 mot s6 nha truyén gido & Viét Nam ca doi
ciing khong néi dwoc tiéng Viét, nhwng van 1a chii chidn (Giam
muc), chan nuéi mot dan "chién" ngoan dao theo ding nghia
ciia mot "dan chién ngoan ngoan, hién lanh, biét ving loi."

Néu céc vi thira sai nhw (thanh) Phanxicd Xavié, Matteo
Ricci, Roberto de Nobili, Michaele Ruggieri, Alexandre de
Rhodes di ¢ ging hoc hoi van héa clia din ban x, va biét
kinh trong cic nén van héa nay theo ding ciu "nhip gia tuy
tuc, nhdp giang tuy khuc," thi rit nhiéu nha truyén gido vé
sau khong thém dé y, b&i vi ho cho ching ta 1a man di moi ro.

192
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG V: SAT NHAP - HOI NHAP BAN CACH
HOA

Mot thai d6 nhw thé khong thé nao giup ho nhin ra
dwoc gia tri cdia van hda cda cac dan tdc khac ngoai ho. Thé
nén, doi véi ho, siv mang ctia ho la "giang day." Ma gidng day
c6 nghia 1a bat dan ban x phai nghe, theo, va tung phuc 16i
song, cach suy tw, va ca ngén ngir ctia ho. N6i mot cach xac
thwce hon, trong dau 6c cua cac nha truyén gido, sw viéc chip
nhdn van héa ban x& ca la mot chuyén phi ly; va viéc rao
truyén tin mirng theo mach ngudn vin hda cia moi sic dan 1a
mot hanh vi lac dao, néu khéng néi 1a ty ha gia minh xuéng,
bién thanh vé dao.

2.1. Sat Nhap

Chinh vi dwoc day nhw vay ngay tir trong ching vién
trwdrc khi sang truyén gido, cac nha truyén gido xac tin bén
phan cua ho chinh la gidng day, khai héa nhitng ké "man di
moi ro." Ho mang mot st vu cao ca "dem anh sang" cho muon
dan; ho hoai bio tao ra lich st m&i khéi phuc doi song cho
nhitng ngudi c6 diém phiic duwgc ho khai héa. Thé nén, cau
héi ma ho quan tim khong phdi 1a ton trong nhan quyén,
song lam thé nao dé cho nhitng ké "con dwong trong vong
tam t6i" nhan ra cai dao ctia ho. Phwong tién bién minh cho
muc dich.

Cong viéc khai héa biat dau véi chwong trinh 1am cho
nguwoi ban xt nhan ra toi 16i, sw ngu mé, lac dao, réi dao, v
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dao ctia ho. Chi sau d6 cic nha truyén gido méi diy ho chan ly
cia dao Kitd, v&i nhitng dao ly cao siéu, véi nhitng mau
nhiém ma ngay cac nha truyén gido ciing khéng thiu hiéu, va
két thic v&i viéc chidp nhan ho "vao dao" véi bi tich "rira toi."
Nhitng ngwoi nay dwoc rira téi thanh ngudi "c6 dao,” trong
khi tit cd nhitng ngwoi thi€u may min déu "ngoai dao" ca.
N6i mot cach khac, dé€ c6 thé dat dwoc muc tiéu trén, ho phai
chirng minh la tat ca truyén thong cta dan ban x& déu sai
1Am; ho phai lam din ban x* nhin ra tinh chit mé tin di doan,
tai hai cda cac tip tuc cling nhw 16i séng ciia minh. Tém lai,
chién lwgc gong kém (pincer movement) clia cac nha truyén
gido bao gobm mot bén pha hiy "thanh liiy" tirc nén van hda
va truyén théng cia ngudi ban xt, va mot bén khac, "day do"
ho dao ly vinh hang ctia Thién Chua. Trong doan nay, ching
toi xin dic biét ban téi phwong thé cac vi truyén gido ap dung
dé "goi sach" cac "vét nho" cia ngwoi ban st "vo dao" hay
"lac dao," tirc phan th& nhit cia chién lwgc gong kém trén.

2.2. Pha B6 Van Héa

"T6i 16i" clia nguwdi ban xir chinh 12 cai néi ma ho sinh ra,
séng va trudng thanh. Téi "nguyén t6" cua ho 1a chinh sy
"sdng trong u mé" do t6 tién truyén lai. Nhitng "16i lJam" cta
ho chinh la nhitng truyén théng van héa nhw tho kinh to tién,
cung bai anh hung, hay té thién, t€ dia... N6i téom lai, "toi 161"
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cia ho chinh la thé€ sinh ctia ho, vdn héa cua ho va truyén
théng cda ho.

Lé tit nhién, khong ai c6 thé pha huy dwogc thé sinh,
song lai c6 thé huy diét dwoc truyén théng va van hoéa. Cac
nha truyén gido hoan toan y thirc dwgc diém nay, nén diéu
ma ho da lam, d6 1a 1am thé nao c6 thé bién hoa van hoa, cat
d&t truyén thong va sau cung, bién déi tim thirc cia gido dan
(bién ho thanh mét nhém nguwdi hoan toan lac 16ng trong
chinh long dan t6c).

DPé c6 thé dat dwoc muc dich trén, nha truyén gido ap
dung mot chwong trinh "truyén giao" nhuw sau:

- Th& nhat, nha truyén gido chirng minh cac tip tuc ton
gido, nghi 1é ton gido va cach t6 chirc ton gido cta nguwdi ban
xtr 1a "mé tin," "di doan," "bip bom," phi ly," va "vé tich sw."

- Thir t&i, ho di thém mot bwdc, phé binh cho rang nén
triét hoc dong phwong phan ly tri, thiéu luin ct, thiéu khoa
hoc. Hay n6i mét cach tdo bao hon, dong phwong khong cé
triét hoc, cang chang c6 khoa hoc, dirng noéi chi dén dao vinh
hang.

- Thit ba, cho rang néu déng phwong cd triét hoc, khoa
hoc va tén giao, thi ching ciing chi la nhitng kién thirc thod
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thién, thiéu hé théng, khéng c6 nén tdng khoa hoc nén da bi
nén van héa Kité gido vwot rat xa.

- Thit tw, ho thiét 14p cac trudmg hoc dé "day do" ngudi
ban xt gitip ho nhan ra cac "tdi 16i xwa." Ho dao tao mot hang
gido si dia phwong véi mot von liéng ciia mot gido ly vién, véi
mot kha ndng biét doc tiéng La tinh dé c6 thé thi hanh cac
nghi thirc, bi tich va muc vy, vd mot von liéng tiéng Phap
(Anh, B6) thé so dé nghe 1énh cta ho.

- Th& nam, ho thwong danh 14n con den, dong héa khoa
hoc (van minh) véi Kitd gido, trong khi phan khoa hoc (man
da) véi cac nén ton gido khac. Nhitng nén ton gido dong
phwong chi la mé tin, di doan, lira bip...

Ching ta khéng 1ay lam la gi khi nha truyén gido "dé tim
nghién ctru" tip tuc, nghi 1é, ton gido cling nhw nhitng kién
thirc cua ngwdi ban xtr. Song, muc dich ctia ho khong phai dé
hiéu biét, hay khdm pha ra nhitng cai hay la; cang khong phai
dé ton trong ngwdi ban x&. Qua nhitng "nghién cu khoa
hoc,” ho thuc chitrng (justify) sw cao sang ctia vin hoéa Au tay;
ho bién chirng cai ly va y hé cta ho; va ho chitng minh dwoc
"sw ngu dét," "mé tin di doan,” "nguy hiém," "biy ba,
luan," van van, cia nén van hda ban x&. N6i c¢6 sach, mach co
chitrng chi 1a mé6t tha doan che gidu y do, va thwc chirng cai tw

vO

196
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG V: SAT NHAP - HOI NHAP BAN CACH
HOA

cao ctiia ho, mac du sach do ho tu viét, va chitng do ho tw bién
ché.

C6 1€, nhitng ngudi tin hiru nhw ching ta sé héi ngwoc
lai: néu sw thwc la cdc nha truyén gido 4p dung mot chinh
sach nhw thé, tai sao lai c6 rat nhiéu ngudi "theo dao" vao
nhitng thé ky dau; va tai sao cling c6 khong it tri thirc theo
dao? Va quan trong hon, lam sao cé thé giai thich dwoc sw
kién cao c3, dirc tin virng manh ctua cac thanh ti dao?

Noi day, chung t6i khong c6 gior di sdu dé dwa ra mot
cau tra loi théa dang cho cau hoi trén. Tuy nhién, nhan tién
can phai thanh minh mét s6 diém gitp lam vin dé sang to
hon. Th nhit, nhw ching t6i da c6 y ap dung hai danh tw
khac nhau d€ noéi 1én sy khac biét gitra cong viéc rao giang
Tin mirng, va cong viéc truyén gido. Thé nén khi néi vé cac
nha truyén gido, chung t6i dic biét ndi téi nhiéu vi sang
truyén gido tai A, hay tai nuéc ta vao cudi thé ky 19 va dau
thé ky 20. Trong khi ban vé tinh thin rao truyén Tin mirng,
ching t6i dung chir thira sai (ngwoi dwoc sai di), dé ndi 1én
tinh thin cda Kitd gido. Th& t&i, difm ma ching téi muén
nhin manh 1a khong phai tit ca cic nha truyén gido déu theo,
hay ap dung chinh sach pha huy van héa. Ngworc lai, tai Trung
Hoa chung ta da thiy kha nhiéu thira sai hoc héi, tén trong va
dung nén vin héa Hoa dé giai thich Kité gido. Tai An Db, ciing
c6 mot phong trao dio sau vao cic nén triét hoc An. Tai Nhit,
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nhit 1a sau thoi thanh Phanxico Xavié, cac vi thira sai cling da
thwc tam hoc héi tap tuc, dao ly cia Nhat. Ho khong c6 nhitng
thai d6 khinh thi nhw ching ta thiy noi mot s6 nha truyén
gido tai Viét Nam vao dau thé ky 20. Ngay tai Viét Nam, sw cO
gang clia nhirng thira sai nhw gido sy Dic Lo, sw déng gdp cua
tin hitru nho gia da la mdt trong nhitng yéu t6 giai thich sw
twong doi thanh cdng cda viéc rao giang Tin mirng. Thit ba,
cac nha truyén gido twong do6i thanh céng noi gid¢i nong dan
nghéo kho, dwong bi ap birc va luén & trong mot tinh trang
gan nhw tuyét vong nén "vé dau bam do." Lé di nhién, day chi
la bwéc dau. Béi vi Thién Chia lam viéc qua moi diu chi; bién
d6i tAm thirc cua nhitng con nguwoi chit phac thanh nhirng
liét sy, Iy twdng. Theo ching to6i, chinh do sy tdc dong cua
Thanh Linh da bién d6i nhirng ngwoi nhap dao "vi miéng com
manh 40" thanh nhitng nguwdi chién sj diy nhiét huyét cua
d&c Kit6, y hét nhw Thanh Linh d3 tic dong noi cac tong do,
khién nhitng ngwdi nhiat nhat s sét thanh nhirng chién si
gan da, can trwong; nhitng nguwdi dot nat thanh nhirng nha
thong thai; nhitng nguwdi tham quan tham vi thanh nhitng
thanh nhan tir bd moi vinh hoa phu quy. Chinh vi thé ma
ching ta c6 thé noi, két qua nhw viy khong thé do "sw khon
ngoan" cua cac nha truyén gido biét chon lwa "nhitng nguoi
cuc mich dét nat." B&i néu Gido hoi chi dwa vao mot 16i tuyén
chon theo tiéu chuin nhw vy, thi Gido hoi khéng thé sdng
con, dirng n6i dén tién bo. Noi cac thira sai, chung ta thiy ho
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rao giang Tin mirng cho moi gi¢i, khong phan biét giai cip, va
ngay cho ca cac tu sy cta cac dao khac, nhw tredng hop noi
cac thira sai dong Tén (Alexandre de Rhodes, Matteo Ricci,
Roberto de Nobili, Michaele Ruggieri, van van). Sau nita, sy
viéc pha hiy van hda noi nhirng ngudi chwa han y thirc, hay
it y thirc vé tdm quan trong ctia van héa khong giy nén anh
hwdng ndang né nhw thiy noi gi¢i tri thirc, hay nhitng nguoi y
thirc dwoc van hoa cta ho.

2.3. Thién Chua chi Thanh hay Phao Dai

Chidng ta tré lai v&i chinh sach truyén gido, nhit la vao
thoi ky Phap thudc, va véi hao quang cua van minh Tay
phwong. Sau giai doan "pha dé" thanh liiy van héa ctia dan
ban xi, cdc nha truyén gido bao vé va phat trién dao cua ho.
Mot khi da c6 mot s6 "con chién," cadc nha truyén gido bat dau
thanh 14p cac "ho dao," hay gido x&. Mot so vi cé 1€ theo chién
lwoc "cod 1ap" nhitng ngudi "c6 dao" bang cach tach roi con
chién khéi nhitng nguwdi "ngoai dao." Nhirng "x* dao," "ho
dao" gidng nhw nhitng "biét khu" (ghettos) hay "ap chién
lwoc" dwoc thiét 14p, hoan toan tric thudc dwdi sy diéu hanh
cla cac cha x (cac nha truyén gido), v&i chiéu bai bao vé dirc
tin.

M6t s6 x&r dao nay dwoc thanh 1dp (cé 1€) nho vao sw
"gitip d&" ctia chinh quyén thudc dia, hay ctia quan lai nguwoi
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Phap hay nhit Ia quan chirc Viét theo Phap. Nho vao sw gidp
dé nay ma so it cic nha truyén gido (Phap) dwoc hwéng
nhiéu dac quyén trong viéc thiét 1ap cac ho dao, mua dat tu
dai, xdy nha xdy ctra. C6 vi quyén hanh con lén hon ca cac
quan chirc dia phwong. Chinh vi thé ma gido dan dwoc che
ché. Song ciling chinh vi vdy ma hé xa cach, va thu han gitra
nguwoi ngoai gido va tin hitu gia tang. Mot chinh sach nhw vay
khong nhitng lam tri thirc Cong gido cam thdy minh nhw mot
nguwoi "ngoai lai" ma con lam cho ho bi "di hwong." Hé thong
gido duc ctia Gido hoi ciling rip theo hé théng thudc dia. Khi
ma cac chung sinh (ti€u va dai) it khi (hay khong) dwgc hoc
vé ngon ngir Viét, lich st Viét, van van, thi ho lam sao thiu
hiéu dwgc van hoa ctia minh. Khi ma hang gido si dwoc diy
tén the TAy phwong véi cai ba vinh danh, phd quy "dd cu, 1am
c6, 1am cha;" va thuc t& hon "dwoc loi ca doi nay 1an doi sau,”
ma lai "loi gdp tram gdp mudi," "duoc ca thé gian 1an thién
dwong,” thi ai can biét chi dén cai khé, ndi cuc, mdi dau cla
dan chdng! Khi ma cdc trweong hoc Céng gido bién thanh
nhirng "10" dao tao ting 1&p "quy toc," "phu 6ng," hay "thong
tri," thi mot xa hoi cong bang xay trén nén vin minh Kitd gido
chi con thiy trén sach vé va miéng lwdi cia hang tu si. Khong
ngo cau tho "tu 1a cdi phic, tinh 1a gidy oan" (Truyén Kiéu,
ciu 2658) bién thanh mot chAm ngdn tuyét voi cho hang gido
sy ban x&. Néu nhin tr khia canh nhw vy thi chwong trinh
"truyén dao" clia cac nha truyén gido Tay "qua thwc thanh
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cong!" Song néu nhin tlr khia canh cda st vu thira sai, mot 16i
truyén gido nhw vay qua that "dang ti€c." Chung ta khong lay
lam la gi ma mac du véi mot con s lwgng kha quan ca veé gido
dan 1an tu si; mic du véi nhitng treong hoc dong dao... ma
Gido hoi Cong gido Viét Nam van con c6 cdm twdng nhuw
nhitng ngwoi buwdce bén 1 cia dit nwéc, van con séng (mot
cach sai 1am) trong cai mac cam tw cao vi la "dao Tay," song
lai rat tw ti mac cdm v&i chinh nhitng "cé Tay."

3. Gia Nhap (Hoi Nhiap Van Héa) va Hoi Nhap (Ban
Vi Héa)

Principium participationis et integrationis

Trong nhirng doan trén, ching t6i da phan tich mot so ly
do lam cho cong viéc hdi nhap, ban vi héa bi gidn doan, hay
lac dwong. Ma ly do chinh, khong chi khac hon la chinh tam
thirc thong tri, véi nguyén ly dong nhat, va chién lwoc pha bé
van héa dia phwong. Trong nhirtng phin sau, ching t6i xin
ban vé nhirng kha thé dé tién dén mot cong viéc hoi nhap, va
nhat 1 dé co thé dat téi dwoc mot nén thin hoc ban vi. Cung
mot lic, ching t6i nhin dinh 1a mét nén than hoc xay trén hoi
nhap van héa (inculturation) va ban vi héa tuy 1a nhitng buéc
quan trong, song khong phai va chwa thé 1a giai doan cudi
cung cua nén than hoc Viét. Trong phan nay, ching to6i xin
trinh bay mot cach van tat hai ludn diém: diém thitr nhat vé
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yéu tinh cling nhw nhitng dac thu ctia héi nhap van héa va
ban vi héa; va luin dé thit hai vé nhitrng khé khan ctia hai nén
than hoc trén.

3.1. Nguyén ly Gia nhdp (Participio) cua Hoi Nhdp
Van Hoa

Thén hoc héi nhip van héa do chinh thanh Phaol6, nha
thira sai tién khéi, tirng phat trién. Nén than hoc nay dwoc
thanh Augustin theo, va dwoc cac gidao sy dong Tén ap dung
dé rao gidng tin mirng tai A chau, Nam My va khip trén thé
gi¢i. Mot nén than hoc hoi nhip vin héa cé nhirng dac di€ém
sau:

- Thi* nhat, nén than hoc nay ap dung nguyén ly gia
nhap (principle of participation). Hay no6i theo ngén ngir Viét,
nén than hoc nay 4p dung nguyén tic "nhip gia tuy tuc, nhap
giang tuy khuc."

- Th& t&i, phuong thé gia nhip cida nén thin hoc nay
theo mo thirc "mic vao bd 40" cia nguwoi ban xx. Nén than
hoc héi nhap chu treong phai néi ngén ngir ciia tho dan, phai
dung chinh nhitrng nghé thuit cia ho dé biéu ta tdm tinh,
niém tin, tw twéng, va ap dung nghi 1& dia phwong dé phung
Thién. N6i mét cach chung, hoi nhap van héa doi hoéi vi thira
sai phai tré thanh nhw ngudi ban x&, véi dirc tin cia minh, va
khong mang cai "t0i" cia nguwoi ban xt theo ding guong:
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"Ptrc Kit6 tré thanh ngwoi, nhw tat ca moi con nguoi khéac,
trir toi 161."

- Tiép theo, cac thira sai chdp nhan 1é nghia, lun thuwong
dao ly cia nguoi ban xi va dung ching nhw nhitng cong cu
hitu ich dé€ cong bd, giai thich cling nhw quang dién tin mirng.
Nhuw thay noi Ricci va Nobili, cac ngai da dung hoac tw twdng
Nho gido hay An gido, ngdn ngit vin chwong kinh dién ciing
nhw 161 suy tw ctia ngwdi tri thiee TAu (An) d€ viét sach rao
giang va giai thich tin mirng.

Nhuw chung toi da xac dinh wu diém cia nén thin hoc hoi
nhip van héa, nén khong can phai lap lai noi day. Trong doan
nay, khi néu ra nhirng khé khan cta ctia sy hoi nhap, ching
toi khong c6é y pht nhan gia tri cia né. Ngwoc lai, muc dich
chinh van 1a qua sy hiéu biét nhirng ngin trd, ching ta c6 thé
tranh dwoc nhirng khuyét diém ctia qua khi, dé tién téi mot
nén than hoc hoi nhip theo ding nghia, mot nén than hoc ma
ching t6i goi 1a thin hoc ban cach.

Nhw ching ta dé dang nhan ra, nén than hoc hdi nhap
van héa nhw trén gdp rat nhiéu tré ngai, n€u khong giam noéi
khoé thé thwc hién, vi rat nhiéu ly do. Sw xung dot vé y hé,
cling nhw nhirng hiéu 1Am tai hai dan tdi vu an nghi 1é thoi
Khang Hy, r6i viéc cAm dao, cling nhuw sw viéc truc xut cac
thira sai thoi Dung Chinh. Sw xung khic gitra gi¢i tu s§ Phat
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gido v&i cac nha truyén gido, phan &ng bat lgi ctia nho gia
cling nhw cda thai d6 cia chinh cac nha truyén gido, tat ca
déu phat xuat tir tim thirc ban vi, tir sw ngdnhin vé ban chat
cda vin hoa, va tir sy hiéu biét mot chiéu vé nén dao nghia
cia minh. Nhw & bén Trung Hoa, ching ta cling thiay nhirng
phan rng twong ty thoi Ty Plrc, Minh Mang, noi gi¢i nho hoc
Viét (Phong Trao Van Thén), va noi cac nha truyén gido. bé
hi€u thém veé ly do cua sw xung dot trén, chung tbi xin dwoc
dwa ra mot vai nguyén nhan nhw sau:

Thi nhat, vé phia cidc nha truyén gido, ho khéng thé
chip nhin ha minh xuéng ngang hang v&i mét nén van héa
thdp kém hon van hoéa cia ho. Ho kh6 ma cé thé ton trong,
cang khong thé tuin theo mot nén dao dirc, phong tuc, hay
luat 1é di ngwoc véi dire tin, véi nén luin ly cia ho. Ho sé
khinh dé nghi 1€ cua ngudi ban xir cho 1a "mua réi," "lam
kich," "thiéu thanh tAm." Va ngay khi néu hoc tiéng ban xi, ho
hoc khong phai vi kinh trong, hay vi chdp nhan gia tri, cai hay,
cai dep cta ngdn ngit, song muc dich chi 1y ngdén ngir dia
phwong dé giang diy (bdi Ié ngudi ban x& khong da "thién
tu" dé€ hoc ngdn ngir cta ho.

Chinh vi vay ma sw viéc "khoac lén minh" cai 4o cua
nguwoi ban xr chwa va khéng thé noéi 1én dwoc tinh than hoi
nhip theo ding nguyén ly "tham dw." Chung ta chi c6 thé
tham dw vao, néu ching ta ciing chi 1A mot phan (part) cua
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cai xa hoi nao d6 ma théi. Vay thi, ngay ca khi chip nhan hoi
nhap, ho van chu trwong 1a 1am thé nao dé dan ngoai c6 thé
tham dw vao cai dao ctia ho, chitr khéng bao gio nghi ngwoc
lai, 1Jam thé& nao dé€ tham dw vao xa hoi ban xt.

Mot 161 hiéu nhw vy phat xuit tir sy hiéu "tréch" vé ban
tinh cda Gido héi. Cac nha truyén gido nhin dao Chda nhw mét
thé gi¢i hoan toan nam bén ngoai thé sinh cha con nguoi,
giong nhw mot hanh tinh xa cach, ma dé cé thé séng trén do,
ching ta phai roi khoi trai dat. Twong tw, ho coi Gido héi la
mot t6 chirc c6 phdm trat (hierarchy), dang cap, giai cip trén
dwdi ré rang. Do vay, Kité hitu cling c6 phdm trat, y hét pham
trat thiy trong truyén théng Do Thai. Ngwdi ngoai "trd lai” 18
dwong nhién & trat dudi. Chinh vi thé ma néu ngudi ban xi
dwoc tham dw, thi cling chi 1a mot 16i tham dw cta ba cu gia
nhat miéng banh vun roi xuéng gam ban tirng danh cho ché
ma théi. Khong can phai néi noi day, cac nha truyén gido thoi
dé da hiéu sai. Ho chwa nhan ra Gido hdi nhw 13 mot nhiém
thé Kit6 (corpus Christi) ma mdi con ngudi (khong phan biét
ching toc, miu da, ngdn ngit, va ca ton gido theo hién ché
Lumen Gentium) déu la nhitng b6 phan (parts).

Mot s h6i nhap theo ki€u trén thwe ra chi 1 mot chién
lwoc "di véi But mac 4o ca sa, di véi ma mic 4o gidy." Va do
do6 dé bi hiéu Iam. Gidi tri thirc Trung Hoa da mat sat cac thira
sai cho ho 1a thi€u thanh that. Ma thuc vy, khi méi bat dau
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cbng viéc truyén gido, Ricci da coi viéc hoi nhdp van hoéa chi
la mét chién lwgc. Chinh vi coi viéc hoi nhip chi la mot
phuwong tién, hay mot chién lwgc, ma Ricci da dé dang chip
nhin Phit gido vao ldc dau. Viéc linh muc tirng cao dau, van
ao ca sa, giao hitu v&i cac sw sdi cling nhu viéc ngai lién déi
v&i Nho gia d€ phé binh Phit gido vé sau nay, néi 1én 16i suy
tw nay. Twong ty, sw kién tién sinh danh gia qua cao vai tro
cda gi¢i tu s Phat gido doi nha Minh-Thanh, 1a do nhan thirc
chwa day du va qua voi va cla 6ng vé xa hoi Trung hoa. Tai
vung qué (khi méi budc chan téi Dai luc), Ricci dé dang thiy
anh hwdng cla suw sdi noi quan ching. Tuy nhién, sau mét
thoi gian dai, khi nhan ra chinh nho gia méi gitt mot vai tro
quan trong hon c3, va chi qua gi¢i quan lai nho gia, mé&i c6
thé c6 dip vao Kinh triéu kién hoang dé, thi tién sinh c&i bd
Phat y, d6i mic 1& phuc ctia nho gia, d€ rau va hoc kinh nghia
cua ho.

Lo6i nhin coi vdn héa, ngdn ngit... chi 1a mot cong cu ciing
thiy noi gi¢i thong tri. Cac nha tri thirc quan lai ban x& cling
c6 cung mot tAm trang nhw vdy. Thé nén, néu ho da c6 cong
cu, ma céng cu lai cao minh hon, thi tai sao ho lai phai bé n6
dé chon mét cong cu khac thip kém hon? Khi ma nho gia &
dia vi cao sang, v&i quyén thé, véi mot sivc manh quan sw de
bep cac nwéc 1an bang, ho khéng thé chdp nhin bit ck mot
nén van héa nao cao hon ho. Ho khong can phai hoc ngén
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ngir nao khac, ngoai chinh ngén ngtr ctia ho. Vua Khang Hi néi
gian, khong phai chi vi sy viéc kham s Toa thanh khong tuan
1énh vua, ma chic han béi sw vua van cho rang nhitng nguwoi
phuong ty, trir mot s§ xao thuat, van kém xa ngwoi Tau, thé
ma gidm cdm nghi 1& TAu, gidm khinh thwong nén dao dic
cda Tau, van van. Trong mdt niém xac tin nhw vay, gi¢i nho
gia van khu khw 6m 14y cai dao thanh hién ma ho cho 1a tuyét
déi. Khi ma d6i véi ho, dirc Khdng Tt 1a "van thé sw biéu," va
loi hudn dao ctia ngai con hon "khudn vang thwéc ngoc,” thi
nhirng quan niém ctia nhirng "luc nhan bach quy" qua that vo
tich s, maa gay veon hoang.

Quan trong hon c3a, dé chinh la tam thic ca biét, phat
sinh tir nhitng thé sinh khac biét, nhit la khi dé khac biét nay
qua rong dén do khoéng thé hoa giai. Nhirng thi du dién hinh
vé sw khac biét gitra tim thirc ngwoi Trung hoa va 16i nhin
cia ngwoi Tay phwong ma cac nha than hoc Ty phwong co y
bd quén, ma cac nha than hoc Trung hoa khong thé khic
phuc, ndi 1én cai khé khan nay. P6 la sw khac biét vé cach
séng, vé 16i nhin siéu hinh, vé mat thé, vé vai tro cua con
ngudi, van van. Lam sao chung ta c6 thé 4p dung mot nén
than hoc sat nhap, hay hoi nhap dé gidi quyét chiing?

Chinh vi nhitrng ly do trén ma cac nha thtra sai, ngay khi
ch4dp nhan hoi nhap van hda, ho van coi d6 chi 1a mot chién
thuat (strategy) hay mot cong cu dé c6 thé "chién thing."
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Matteo Ricci c6 1& vAp phai 16i 1Am nay, khi ngai nghi nhiéu
dén con s8 lwong cta nhitng ngudi dwoc riva toi. Dac Lo cling
pham vao mot 16i twong tw. Ma ngay ca Gido hoi cia nguoi
ban x& cling khéng tranh khdi nhitng vét liy ctia nhirng
nguoi di trede, d6 1a nhirng tré ngai ngay tir tam thirc, tir tdm
ly t&i phwong phap va ngay trong chinh muc dich.

3.2. Nguyén ly Hji nhdp (Integratio) cua Bdn vi
hoéa

Lé t4t nhién, ngay ca khi ma céc thira sai khong con coi
hoi nhip van héa chi 12 mot phwong thé nira, héi nhip van
héa ma Ricci 4p dung van khong con thich hop cho ngay nay.
Khoéng phai vi sw bién déi ctia xa hoi, ma vi 16i hoi nhap vin
héa nay chwa thé di sau vao trong long dan tdc A chau, chua
thé chim xudng nam vao vung tiém thitc clia ngwdi A. Mot
nguwdi khach cé thé tham du (tham gia) song khong dé chi hoi
nhip. N6i mét cach khac, hoi nhip van hoéa theo kiéu tham dw
chi vat vor trén mat nwdc nhw bot xa phong (sa bong). N6 bién
nén thin hoc (Gido hoi) dia phwong thanh mot hién twong
"ky quic," giong hét nhw bac Téo nha qué xung xinh trong bd
1& phuc cua Tay phwong. Nguwoc lai, né cling khién céc thira
sai giong nhuw Cabot Lodge trong bé quéc phuc khan lwong 4o
dong cia ta. BAc nha qué thay vi tré 1én nhw "6ng" Tay, ldng
ta ldng ting cam twédng minh "nra ngwdi ntra ngom;" ma cac
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thira sai cling chang kha hon, ho ¢6 cdm gidc nhw "ntra dwoi

0ol

Cac nha than hoc A chau hién nay tham kién vé nhitng
kho6 khan trén khi ho di xa hon, khong nhirng doi budc phai
hoi nhip van héa, ma con phai ban vi héa Kité gido. Than hoc
ban vi héa nham giai quyét nhwng van nan tim linh, tAm ly,
cling nhw nhitng diéu kién can ban cia xa héi. Trong phin
nay, ching t6i dic biét thao luin 16i nhin cta hai than hoc gia
Viét, Phan Pinh Cho va Vi Kim Chinh. Hai 6ng goi nén than
hoc nay la thin hoc trong nguén mach (theology in context),
tirc m6t nén than hoc phat khéi tir chinh nguén mach lich st,
van héa, ngdén ngit cling nhw diéu kién kinh té, xa hoi, chinh
tri, vAn van, cda mot dan tdc. Mot nén thin hoc nhw viy
khéng phai tir ngoai di vao, tham gia vao cudc song dan toc
nay, song la tir chinh thé sinh cda dan tdéc. P6 1a mét than hoc
"ndi tai" dwa trén nguyén ly "bién thanh mot thé"
(integratio). N6i theo Phan DPinh Cho, nén than hoc nay doi
héi sw tw chi clla mdi cong dong tham dw. Gido hoi dia
phwong khong phai lIa mét phu thudc ctia La M3, song 1a mot
Giao hoi doc lap ngang hang véi La Ma. Chung toi xin tom lai
nhitng dac tinh cda nén than hoc ban vi héa nhw sau:

Thi nhit, cin ban nguyén ly cia ban vi hda xay dung
trén cai goi la ban ngi (subject), hay cai ngd tip thé
(collective subject) cia mot dan, mot toc, hay mot nhém
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ching téc. P6i véi nhitng ngwdi chd treong ban vi héa, mot
cudc hoi nhip van héa theo dwong 16i cia Matteo Ricci, hay
Alexandre de Rhodes van chwa du, béi 1é tuy dung ngdn ngit
ban x, tuy 4p dung nghi 1€ c6 truyén, song ndi dung cua tin
ly, thé sinh clia ngudi TAy phuong, 16i dién dat cia mot nén
van héa xa la vAn khong thé 1am nguwoi ban x& hiéu, dirng noi
la chdp nhén. Noéi cach khac, khi ma thé sinh rat xa cach (nhw
treong hop gitta Nhat, Tau va Au M§), thi cho du c¢6 dung
ngdn ngit, nghi 1&, tAp tuc ban xir, ngwdi ban xit van khong
thé hiéu dwoc nodi dung cta st diép. Nha thira sai, cho rang
hét strc c6 ging, dng cling khong thé tir bd cai thé sinh cla
ong, cai nguon lich s, cling nhw van hoéa va 16i suy tw cua
minh. D& hiéu va chdp nhan st diép, than hoc bat budc phai
di xa hon la mot cong cudc hdi nhap van hoa. Né6i cach khac,
than hoc phai bat dau ngay tir chinh minh, chinh céi ng3 (ego)
dwong y thitc dwoc thé sinh cia minh, nhw thay trong chu
treong cia than hoc giai phéng tai Nam My, khi ho bat dau
véi mot chwong trinh "tw thirc" (consciensticiao). Va nhw thé,
nha thtra sai phai la chinh nhirng ngwdi ban xt. Béi vi chi cé
ho mé&i y thirc dwoc cai nga cua ho. Do d6, chinh vao luc khi
ma moi nguodi y thitc dwoc chu thé, hay ban vi (subject), titc
vai tro chi nhan cia minh nhw thiy trong bién chirng chii-n6
ctia Hegel, thi ltic d6 méi c6 ban vi. Y thitc dwoc ban vi tirc
nhin ra dwgc cai vi thé 1am chid cua ban ngi. Ban vi noi day
khéng chi bao gom ca nhan tirc tw ngd, song con ca cai ban vi
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tap thé, tlirc toc ngd, quéc ngd, van van. Chinh vi vy, thé sinh
cta ban vi khéng chi bao gom thé gi&i hién tai, ma ca truyén
théng (tic thé giéi qua khir hay ving thé) va thé gidi twong
lai (lai thé).

Thir téi, ban vi hoéa ap dung nguyén ly cda hoi nhap
(integratio), hay dung hon, nguyén ly cia "bién hanh mot
thé" (ut unum sint). T4t cd moi Kit6 hiru (va tit ca moi cOng
dong Kit6 hitu) déu la mot ban ngi bi€u hién Kit6 tinh. Noi
theo Cong Dong Vatican II, tdt cd déu nam trong, hay ciu
thanh nhiém thé cda dirc Kitd. Trong mét mach van nhw viy,
than hoc ban vi bat dau véi v thirc vé ban nga, va tiép t¢i 1a
mot y thirc vé ngudén mach anh hwdng téi ban ngi, va sau
cung té&i cai nga chung, tirc téc nga (hay Viét nga noi day),
hay qudc ngi. Ma cai nga d6 phan anh qua 16i séng, cich suy
tw, phwong thé t6 chirc, ngdn ngit, vin van clia con nguoi.
Chinh vi thé, d€ kham pha (hay phat hién) cai ngd chung,
ching ta bat budc phai chd y t&i vin hda, ngudn mach, truyén
théng... cia moi dia phwong. Than hoc gia Phan Dinh Cho ndi
rat ding vé van dé nay khi éng ban vé than hoc A chau:
"Chinh béi vi tt cd moi nén than hoc déu cin thiét nam trong
mach nguén va c6 tinh cich dia phwong, y hét nhv mach
nguodn xac dinh cad phwong phéap 1an chwong trinh cta moi
than hoc, nén cin phai trinh bay mét cich ngin gon ngudn
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mach van hoéa-tén gido va xa hoi-chinh tri cia A chau va vach
ra nhirng thach d6 ctia chuing cho thin hoc A chau."

T nhitng nhin dinh trén, ching ta thiy, trong diém cda
nén than hoc ban vi bao gobm: Thit nhat, thin hoc gia phai tim
ra cai ban ngi chung. Ma dé tim ra cai toc nga nay, ching ta
phdi phat hién tdm thic chung (hay tiém thirc, tién tiém
thirc) ma Hoang Si Quy goi 1a "dai ky &c." Tiém thirc chung
dién tad cai ngd cong thé (collective subject, hay mass
consciousness) tirc "ting nén tim hé Viét" hay 1a "tAng l6p
tién y thirc khong nhirng bat ré tir lich st xa x6i, nhwng ludn
cOng ton, va tiép tuc trong moi hanh vi y thirc." Thit t&i, than
hoc ban vi phai dao bdi tim ra nhirng vin dé chung (nhirng
dau khé ap birc, bat cong chung, nhitng nguyén nhan chung,
nhitng diéu kién chung, van vin) cta dan tdc, dat nwéc, hay
ca mot khoi ngwdi anh hwéng téi cai ban ngd nay. Trong 16i
nhin nay, ta thdy cac nén than hoc nhw than hoc giai phéng
tai A chau (Aloysius Pieris, Vii Kim Chinh, Phan Binh Cho,
Song Choan-seng tirc Téng Quyén Sinh), than hoc dan ching
(hay tién din, Minjung, Pai han), thin hoc bi dé nén, hay than
hoc bén 1é cia Pai Loan, than hoc tranh diu (Phi luat tan),
van van, tit ca chi la nhitng biéu hién ctia nén than hoc ban vi.
Thi ba, than hoc ban vi doi héi lai vai tro chd nhan, chéng lai
16i nhin than hoc theo nhidn quan Au chau, hay Tay phuwong,
hay da trang. Néi cach khéc, than hoc ban vi cht dong trong
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vai tro giai thich, phat trién ciing nhw hoan thanh tin mirng
theo nhu cau, s& thich, tAm tinh, vin van clda nguoi ban xi.
Nhw thé, nén than hoc ban vi khéng giai thich Thanh Kinh
theo 16i nhin ctia Do thai hay Au chau, hay 1dy Thanh Kinh dé
an ui nhitng noi dau khd ctia ho. Nguwoc lai, thin hoc ban vi
14y chinh cudc séng cia ngwoi dan dé hiéu loi Chua; 1dy chinh
ngdn ngir cia ho dé rao giang tin mirng; 1y chinh tim tinh,
cAm giac (nghé thuat), nghi 1& ctia ho d€ dién ta tinh yéu
Thién Chua, va tinh yéu ctia ho d6i véi Ngai; 1dy chinh nhitng
nén dao dic cia minh d€ hoan tit nwéc Ngai. N6i tom lai, ho
dung chinh thé sinh cia ho dé phat hién Kito, dé hiép théng
hoan tit s&t mang ctru chudc (soteriology), va dé doi dién vi
Thién Chda. Vay nén Thién Chuia khong chi la Chua, Pang ngw
trén Troi, ma la cha gia dinh, (Chua la Cha, theo Bui Van Poc),
ma con la trong tam cua gia dinh (Chua la Me theo Kim Dinh),
ma con la toc, la tong (Chda la anh c3, gin gilt tong dwong,
theo Phan DPinh Cho) trong cai gia dinh cua nguwdi Viét ching
ta.

3.3. Nhitng Kho khdn cua Héi Nhdp Van Héa va
Bdn Vi Hoa
M6t nén than hoc ban vi, tuy trung thwc hon véi Tin

mirng, va tuy cé thé dap ang dwoc nhirng doi hdi cia gido hoi
dia phwong, song van chwa thé hoan toan hoi nhap. Ching ta
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nhan ra nhitng khé khan khong chi tir tam ly, song tir chinh
thé sinh nhw sau:

Mot khi nhdn manh téi ban vi, va mot khi hoan toan dwa
vao van hda cta minh, chung ta khéng dé ti€p thu nhitng
quan niém, 16i song hay dao ly méi tir ngoai. Khi coi ban nga
nhw trung tAm, nén than hoc ban vi dé di vao con dwong doi
lap véi Gido hoi La ma, cling nhw khé twong théng véi cac
gido hoéi dia phwong khac. Chinh vi sy cach biét va khac biét
gitta cac nén van hda (incommensurability), ma mét hoa giai
kho c6 thé thuc hién. Thé nén, ching ta dé "ngwa quen dwong
cli,” tré lai véi tam thire sat nhap. Van héa manh sat nhap van
héa yéu; vin minh 14n 4p mot cach dé dang cac nén vin héa
c6 truyén. Sw hoi nhap van theo mdt ludn ly cia dong nhit,
tirc theo nguyén ly cia théng tri.

3.4. Bdn Vi Héa va Viét Thdn

Trong truwdong hop ap dung ban vi hoa vao trong céng
cuéc xay dwng than hoc Viét, ching ta phai do6i dién vai
nhitng vin nan nhw:

- Thir nhat, mot nén than hoc ban vi, dau rang phat sinh
tir mOt nén van héa da nguyén va da tinh, van phai dua trén
mot nén tang. Nén tang nay hodc 1a ban ngi (ego), hay ban
nga tip thé (tkc tdc ngd, hay quéc ngd). Trwong hop Viét
Nam, kho khan la lam sao xac dinh cai Viét nga nay? Chung ta
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da c6 ban nga do6 chwa? Ching ta da c6 mot Viét nga (Viet-
ego) chwa? Hay ban nga Viét chi 1a mot tong hop cia mot s6 y
hé ctia TAu, An Do va Tay? Hodc néi mot cach thd 16 hon, ban
nga do6 chi bao gom nhirng tap nhap (ch khong phai nhirng
tinh hoa) cta cac nén vian hoéa trén.. Qua hon tap dén do
chinh ching ta cling khong ro cai ban nga dé cé dac tinh gi.
Chinh vi vy ma tiém thic hay dai ky &c tip thé dwoc Hoang
ST Quy nhic tdi chwa han noi 1én dwoc ban nga Viét, dirng noi
dén cai ban ngi siéu viét cua Viét toc. Thuc té€ cho ching ta
thay, tiém thic, hay dai ky tc nay chi 1a mot ky tc hon tap
(gdm nhiéu vin héa Hoa, An khong theo mét nguyén 1y c6
dinh nao, mot tAm thirc chung nao, van van). Va néu da tap,
hay hon tap, thi lam sao ching ta c6 thé no6i dén ban vi, ban
nga? Bai 1€, ban 1a can ban, 1a dic thu, 1a duy nhat. Nhw thé,
hon tap, da tinh khong thé biéu hién dwoc cai ban vi Viét, titc
Viét nga. Khi noi téi Viét nga, ching ta néi téi cai gi chung cta
nguwoi Viét (tic Viét tinh, Viét hon, Viét linh...), va duy nhat
cho nguoi Viét (tirc khac biét véi ban chit cia cic dan toc
khac). Néu ban ngi Viét ciing giéng ban vi Hoa, ban vi An, va
ngay nay ban vi Nga, ban vi My, van van, thi d6 khong thé
dwoc coila "ban," 1a "vi." N6i cach khéc, cai dai ky (e, cai tiém
thirc ma Hoang tién sinh nhin manh, khong thé, va ciing chwa
c6 thé 1a ban ngi Viét.
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- Thit hai, cho rang chung ta c6 ban vi Viét, thi né van
theo nguyén ly ctia ban va vi. Ban doi hoi mot y thirc vé minh,
kh4n dinh chinh minh. Ban ciing doi hdi rang tit ca thé sinh
(va cac hé gia tri) phai quy tu vé chinh minh, va xay dung
trén chinh minh. Trong mét mach nguén nhw vy, ban vi héa
van khong thé tach roi khoi cai 16i nhin sat nhap, béi 18 né
van dwa theo nguyén ly théng tri va dong héa. Khi ma ching
ta 1y cai ban ngad ctia minh lam trung tdm, lam cai moc bat
dich, thi dau du c6 dung nhitng danh tir hoa mj hon nhw téng
hop, débng nhit, hay "hdi nhip van héa," linh hon ctia ching
van chi 12 mot 16i sat nhap, thong tri cAc nén van héa khac. Do
dé, chiéu bai ban vi héa ma cac nha than hoc cua thé gi¢i dé
tam dwong phat dong c6 thé 1a mot phan &rng tim ly chong lai
truc Au (Eurocentrism), truc My (trudmng hop than hoc gidi
phéng tai Trung Nam My). Nhw thiy trong trweong hop Viét
Nam, ching ta khong chi di &wng véi cac truc Tay ma con ca
véi truc Tau (Sinocentrism). Ching ta mu6n tw dwa minh 1én,
va khang dinh chinh minh dé€ c6 thé c6 mot truc Viét, hay
trung tAm Viét (Viet-centrism). N6i mot cach cu thé hon, chi
trong mot mach vin cda sw bi thong tri, dé nén, khinh thi (bé&i
mot thé lwc ngoai tai chinh tri, kinh té va van héa nao do),
ching ta méi thiy nén than hoc ban vi xut hién.

Song mot nén thian hoc nhw vdy van khong thé giai
quyét mot cach théa dang nhitng khé khan ctia nén than hoc
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sat nhap. B&i 18, tAm thirc cua ching ta van chwa dat téi dwoc
mirc do chia hdi nhap, song con nam trong sat nhap, va 16i tw
duy ctia ching ta van theo luan ly ctia ddong nhat. Ching ta tw
hoi, néu nwéc Viét 1a mot cwong quoc khong bi Tau, Tay (va
M§ ciing nhw Nga) de nén, thir hoi chung ta c6 can hoc tiéng
cda ho, theo luit 1é cta ho, va nghién cu nén khoa hoc kj
thuat cua ho hay khong? Hay la ching ta cling 1én mat day
doi nhw da tirng doi x véi Chiém Thanh va Cao Mién, va
hién nay vé&i nhirng dan tdc thiéu s6?

Quan trong hon ca, néu sw dé nén, ap birc, bat cong, vo
nhan... khong dén tlr ngoai, song han hitru ngay tw chinh cai xa
hoi Viét, va do ngwoi Viét tao ra, thi nén than hoc ban vi, va
hoi nhip van héa sé v nghia. Néu van hda truyén thong cia
ching ta chi 1a moét loai vdn héa doc ton, doc vi, va bat dong,
thi mot sw hoi nhap van hoa chiac han khong thé tao ra nhirng
gia tri mo&i. N6i ro hon, ngay khi da tim lai dwoc cai nga
chung, va ngay khi ching ta 4p dung van héa cia minh dé
hi€u nhirng trao lwu tw twdng ngoai lai, thi xa hoi, con ngudi
Viét van khong thé dat t&i dwoc vién man. Ngay ca khi khong
con bi ngoai bang, thé Iwc bén ngoai, hay mot y thirc hé nao
d6 théng tri, ching ta van s6ng trong tinh trang né 1& do
chinh minh gy ra. N6i chung, néu mot khi than hoc ban vi
héa khong thé giai quyét dwoc cdc van nan can ban cia nguoi
Viét, thi n6 sé vo ich, néu khong néi la thira thai.
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4. Ban Cach Héa
Principium communionis
"Thay la cdy nho, cac con la nganh."

Vay thi, mot nén than hoc chin thwc khong phai la mét
nén than hoc sat nhap. Ma ngay cd mot nén than hoc dwa trén
hoi nhap van hoa, hay ban vi cling chwa di dé noi 1én yéu tinh
cda Kitbé gido, cang khong thé néi 1én yéu tinh ciia mot toc,
mot dan, néu 18i tw duy cua ching ta van theo ludn ly cla
dong nhit, va néu phuong thé chinh van 1a sat nhap. Néu
khéng tlr bo 16i tw duy trén, thi st ménh truyén ba tin mirng
van chi 1a mot 16i "giang dao," chit chwa phai la "truyén dao."

M6t nén than hoc hdi nhip thwce sw, khong phai la ban vi
héa nhw Gido hoi Trung hoa da theo véi chiéu bai "Hoa hoa
Kit6 giao," hay "gido hoi ai quoc." Hoi nhap theo duing nghia
phai 1a mot tong hop mot cach bién chirng yéu tinh cta Kito
gido v&i yéu tinh chtia van héa Viét. N6i mot cach cu thé hon,
giong nhw mot cuéc hon nhan, hdéi nhip phai 12 mot cong
théng (communion), va Gido héi Viét phai 1a két tinh cia mot
cudéc hon nhan nhw viy. Chinh vi thé ma khi ban vé truyén ba
drc tin, ching t6i hi€éu "truyén" theo mach vin cua truyén
giong (truyén tong hiu dai, cha truyén con noi), truyén sikc,
truyén cong luc (nhw thiy trong vin chwong vé hiép), va mét
phan nao theo nghia truyén chirc vi. Ching ta chi c6 thé
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"truyén" néu chung ta c6 giong, co lwc, cé vi... tlrc c6 cai gi cla
chinh chung ta. Pay la ly do chinh yéu cda viéc ching tbi ap
dung thuat ngit ban cach héa thay vi ban vi héa. Béi vi, khi
truyén "giéng" tirc la truyén "cach vi." Nhitng nguwdi cung
tong "khong giéng long cling gidng canh." Néi cach khac, chi
khi dwgc "truyén” dao, ngwoi Viét ching ta méi "c6" dao, va
tré thanh "cung gidng" tirc mot ngudi Kitd hiru song van git
"cai 16ng," "cai canh" Viét. Chung ta thanh nhitng canh cay,
cung v&i nhirng canh cay, la cay khac "hop thanh" mét Gido
hoi Céng gido, véi dire Kitd 1a than ciy, la ngudn séng.

Sw truyén cong lwc (nhw thiy trong cac truyén kiém
hiép) khong chi truyén lai mot nén dao 1y, song tat ca sinh
ménh. Chinh nho vao cai strc, cdi cong luc nay ma ching ta
ma&i c6 thé tré thanh mot con nguoi trang kién, du luc dé tw
tdc tw cwong. Hi€u nhw vy, truyén dao tirc lam nguwoi duwoc
truyén c6 dao, tirc cong théng vao chinh trong Pao. Song cai
dao nay phai lam ho séng, ting thém strc lwc, cling nhw gidp
ho dat téi mot cudc sdng hoan thién. Thuc thé, nguoi ta chi
theo dao hay hoc cai dao nao c6 thé giap ho (2) giai quyét van
dé, (2) ting thém strc lwc dé d6i phd véi nhirng van nan, (3)
hay tao cho ho hanh phtc vinh ctru.

Néu hiéu theo nghia nay, mot nén than hoc hoi nhip van
héa, ban vi héa dich thwc phai dap ng dwoc nhitng nhu cau
ma chidng t6i vach ra & trén. Va dé thanh céng, thian hoc ban
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cach hoa phai bat dau véi hoi nhip, tim ra ban vi (Viét nga),
song thang tién t&i mot Kitd cach thanh ngwoi Viét Kitd hiru.
Nhw vAy, ban cach héa nham tranh nhirng kho6 khin nan giai
cua sy hoi nhap van hoa, cling nhw cai nguy co dé bién thanh
cwc doan cda than hoc ban vi nhw chdng t6i da trinh bay &
trén. Chung toi thAm tin rang, chi khi nao dao Kit6 cta ching
ta c6 thé gidi quyét dwgc nhitng vin nan cian ban cua con
nguwoi Viét, khién ho thanh moét con ngwoi toan bich theo
hinh 4nh cda Chda, ldc bay gio st ménh Kitd hitu cta nha
thira sai mé&i tron ven. Lam con nguoi toan ven, tirc la lam
con nguwoi c6 nhan cach, va thién cach.

bé lam sdng to van dé, chung toi xin dwoc noéi thém doi
loi vé than hoc ban cach. Than hoc ban cach khong xay dung
trén nguyén ly sat nhap, hay tham gia, song trén nguyén ly
cong thong (principle of communion), tirc la mot tham dw
dich thwc, nhw thdy trong nhiém tich Thanh Thé, va trong
Gido hoi so khai (Tong P6 Céng Vu). Than hoc ban cach
khong chi khoi phuc vai tré ctia con nguwdi (nhan cach) nhw
thiy trong than hoc gidi phéng, ma con thiang tién con nguoi
thanh hinh dnh ctia Chaa (thién cach), thanh nhirng phan ti
trong gia dinh Kitd.

Khi dung chi ban cach vao trong than hoc Viét, ching
toi mudn ndéi dén con ngudi Viét nhan cach (Vietnamese
person). Mot con ngwdi Viét nhan cach bao gom cac dac tinh:
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(1) th& nhat d6 1a con ngwoi nhan cach, tec mot con nguwori
xtrng dang la con ngwoi; (2) th hai, ngwoi Viét nhan cach
ngoai tinh chit chung ctia con ngwdi, con phai cé tinh chat tat
yéu, ddc thu cia ngwoi Viét (tire tinh cach hay tw cach Viét).
N6i cach khac, con ngwdi Viét c6 nhan cach khong han gidng
nhin cich Tau, va cang khong hoan toan giong nhan cach
TAay. B&i 18 nhan cach khong thé bat chwdc, ma phat sinh tir
chinh cu6c sdng "tu than, luyén tri" trong thé sinh cta Viét.
(3) Theo nghia nay, con nguwdi Viét nhan cach noéi 1én con
ngwdi mau muc, quan tir cla xa hoi nguoi Viét, va chi cta xa
hoi Viét. (4) Nguwoi Viét khi dwoc truyén dao, ho khong nhirng
y thirc dwoc Viét cach ciia minh, ma con cé thién tinh. Do dé,
ho khéng dwgc phép danh mat céi Viét cach cta ho.

Néu hi€u nhw viy, khi néi dén than hoc ban cach, ching
t6i muon n6i dén mot nén than hoc gidp con ngwoi trd 1én
hoan thién, song van la ngudi, va d6 1a ngwoi Viét hoan thién.
Va nhw vay, ching ta thiy than hoc ban cach phai bat dau voi
than hoc ban vi, than hoc h6i nhiap van hda, song cung ldc
phai vwon lén dé tranh khong roi vao nhirng nguy co va khé
khan cta cac nén than hoc trén.

5. Két Luin

Ecclesia catholica
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Khi chid treong nén than hoc ban céch, va khi nhian dinh
rang, nén than hoc nay nhw 1a mot téng hop bién chirng cla
hai nén than hoc dwa trén hoi nhip van héa va ban vi, ching
t6i khong di xa hon nhitng két lun cia Cong dong Vatican II,
hay cutia chinh Gido chi Gioan-Phaolé II. Trong phan két ludn
nay, chung t6i xin dwoc phép lap lai mot s6 nguyén tic ciing
nhuw phwong phap ctia nén than hoc nhén cach va tiép dé, dwa
ra mot so suy tw vé Gido hoi.

Thi nhit, mot con ngwdi theo dung hinh anh cda Thién
Chua, tirc 1a mot con nguwdi vién man, hay mot con nguoi voi
ban chit va nhitng tac nang cia mot con ngwdi thwe sw nhip
thé va siéu viét, tirc mot con ngudi theo mau muc (homo
integralis) cta dirc Kitd.

Thir dén, nhw 1a mot hinh anh, va 1a moét chirng nhén,
con nguwdi vién man la mot con nguwoi tw chi qua chinh tac
nang sang tao (lao dong) ciia minh. Thién Chua dung lén con
nguwoi, nhung chinh con nguoi ti€p tuc va hoan thanh cong
trinh ctia Ngai. Do d6, vai tro chua (tw chu) khong cé nghia la
tach biét khdi, hay tao phan chéng Thién Chua nhu trwong
hop Lucifer, hay cac triét gia vd than nhw Friedrich
Nietzsche. Con ngwdi tw chu, theo 16i dién ta cia Immanuel
Kant, tirc 1a tw quyét dinh ton theo luit cta tw nhién, tirc luit
cua Chua.

Ma ton theo luat cua Thién (tw) nhién, tirc 1a ton theo
ludt 1am nguwoi theo hinh anh cia Chda. Mot con ngwdi nhw
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thé chinh la mot con ngwdi mang nhan tinh, song cling mang
siéu viét tinh. P6 la moét con nguoi tw chu, song c6 trach
nhiém xa hoi. D6 la mét con ngudi c6 cam tinh, ly tinh, y thirc
dwoc nhiém vu hiép thong véi Thién Chaa dé tiép tuc chwong
trinh sang tao ctia Ngai. b6 chinh 1a mot con ngudi theo hinh
anh cua dwc Kit6. No6i tom lai, d6 chinh 1a moét Kitd hitu dich
thwe. M6t con ngwoi Kitd hiru dich thwe nhw thé, ching toi
goi 1a nguoi c6 nhan cach. Néu hiéu Gido hdi nhuw 1a mot sw
hiép thong ctia Kitd hiru, va néu hiéu cong viéc truyén ba tin
mirng la mdt nghia vu gitp moi ngwoi bién thanh Kité hiry,
tlrc 1a con nguwdi nhan cach, thi chwong trinh ban cach héa
phai 1a mot trong nhitng muc dich chinh yéu cua bat ctr Kitd
htru nao.

Hiéu theo mach van nay, Gido hoi khong phai la mot hoi
doan, dang phai, hay mot to chirc chinh tri. Kité hiru khong
giong nhitng dang vién, va "theo dao," cang khong c6 nghia
nhuw di theo dang, v&i nhitng quy luat, hinh thirc, trat ty, loi
ich... c6 dinh. Theo dao theo ding nghia phai la nhip dao,
theo nghia nhip thé. Nhip dao tirc bién thanh mot thanh
phan trong va cda co thé. Nhw viy, Gido hoi chinh 1a mét than
thé chung ctia tit cd moi Kitd hiru, mot thian thé ma dirc Kito
la "tAm" tc tri, tim, tinh than, va gbc 16i. Néi theo tAm thirc
Viét, gido hoi phai la m6t mai nha chung cho tit cad moi nguoi
con Thién Chua, gbm ca nhirng dira con hoang dwong, lac 16i
(nhitng ngudi cé toi, co 16i), ngoai dao (chwa nhan ra Chda),
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hay di dao (cac Gido hoi khong dong nhit véi Kitd gido nhw
Ho6i gido), hay nhin ra Chia mot cach khac biét (nha thong
thai Nicodemus, cic nén tri€t hoc nhan ban nhw Nho hoc, Pao
hoc, Phat hoc). Hiéu nhw vay, gido héi phai 1a "cai nha 1a nha
cua ta" chir khong phai chi cia mét nhém nguwoi nao d6, ma
ching ta chi dwoc phép ta tro qua dém. Va néu thanh vién
cua Gido hoi, theo ding nghia ciia Thanh Kinh, la nhitng
nguwoi con Thién Chua, tit cd déu c6 "quyén" dwoc dirc Kitd
ctru do. Néu nhuw la mét thanh phan ctia nhiém thé Kité, tuy
"moi ngwdi mot vé" song van cung cong théng véi nhiém thé
cua Chua (qua Thanh Linh) mét cach "mwoéi phan ven muwdi,”
thi ching ta thiy sw khac biét cia mdi nén van hoa 12 18 tat
nhién. Va sv di biét nay khong mang nghia "ngoai," "lac," hay
"r6i" dao. Néu hiéu theo mach vin nhw viy, thi viéc rao giang
tin mirng khong chi nén "theo" mét quy thirc c6 dinh bién doi
moi nguwoi thanh mot cong dong mac dong phuc, néi cung
ngon ngit, biéu ta nhw nhau, va suy tw giong nhau.”" Tham dw
vao nhiém thé cua dirc Kitd khéng phai nhw thé. Mot sy tham
duw dich thwc phai 1a mét cong thong vao cudc song cia tha
nhian nhw thanh Cong Pong Vatican dién td mot cach rat
trung thwc: "In fractione panis eucharistici de Corpore
Domini realiter participantes, ad communionem cum Eo ac
inter nos elevamur." N6i cach khac, cong théng nay bao gom
hiép thong va tim thong theo biéu twong cta chinh Thanh
Thé Kitd, ma trong nhiém tich Thanh Thé, mdi ngwdi déu 1a
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mot thanh vién, va tré thanh hoan thién "cum Eo inter nos
elevamur.”

Twong tw, dan Chuda la ngwoi tham dw va codng théng vao
chinh Kitd, vao chwong trinh ctru do cta Ngai. Moi Kitd hitu
(theo nghia rong) déu la mét phin cua than thé Kit6; va Gido
hoi bao gobm tit cad moi thanh phan, ma dau cia Gido hoi la
chinh dic Kitd. Hi€éu nhw thé, Gido héi Viét, chi co6 thé 1a Gido
hoi Viét khi y thitc dwoc nhiém vy, va hoan thanh nhiém vu
giup con nguoi Viét tré thanh mot con ngwoi nhan cach, tic
thanh thanh, déng thoi cling y thirc dwgc sy tham dw vao
thién tinh ciia minh.

PHU LUC:
Bang Phan Loai
Sat Hoi Bdn Bdn
Nhap Nhap Vi Cach
Nhit Ban
Y Nhit than toc Ban
hé nguyén Pay, da trung nhan
van tam
Lud bong bong bong bong
nly nhit tri ly tam
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Thong Tham Hop Tam
Ngu tri dw thong thong
yénly Domin Particip Integr Comm
ation ation ation union
Pon bon Dan
Hé nhat nhat chu Cong
théng Tap song da Phan dong
trung dang quyén
Kim
tw thap Hé
Co khoa Hé thai nghivién Gia
cdu hoc dwong (Syno dinh
virng de)
chic
blrc Tinh
Quyén . tin yéu
, Van . .
Gid binh i E Than Than
oduc Ky R hoc hoc
A Trat ty .
luat T can phuc
ban vu
Td T T
T 'man Tu tin Tu tin LY
m thai R quyet
Tuw ton
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Tw tic
Ménh Kién
lénh nghi pé
' ' : Theo
Ngé Day, Rao nghi hoan
nngir  Truyén gidng Déi 2nh
. : can
Ban Truyén [thoai
phat ba

Thuy Son Tran Vin Poan

Vién Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam, Washington, D.
C. 2001.
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CHUONG VI: H'ONG TOT MOT NEN THAN HOC
VIET NAM

1. Dan Nhap

Chwong nay dang 1€ ra phai dwoc phat trién moét cach hé
théng thanh mot luan &n, nham téi viéc chitng minh va dit
nén tang cho nén Viét than. Thé nhwng, y thirc dwgc kho khan
clia mot ludn an, cling nhw gi¢i han tri thirc cia minh, chwong
két thic cua luin tap than hoc nay chi mang tinh chat suy tw
vé mot vai khia canh cia thin hoc cdn ban ma théi. Theo tinh
than cia Cong Pong Vatican II, va theo tinh than cda truyén
thong Gido HOi qua cac huan 1énh, ching t6i nhan dinh la nén
than hoc ludon phai mé& réng, "nhit tin, nhat nhit tin, hitu
nhit tin," va tré thanh mét nén khoa hoc vé su twong quan
gitra con nguwoi véi Thién Chda va thé gidi than linh. DE dugc
nhw viy, bit c than hoc gia nao ciing phai hoc héi sw khon
ngoan cdia nhan loai. La mot ngwoi Viét Kitd hiru, ngudi viét
bat budc phai suy tw vé bat ¢t nén tri thirc ndo lién hé t&i con
nguoi, va dac biét nén tri thirc Viét. Bai 1€, thi€u cac tri thirc
hién dai, thiéu hiéu biét vé Viét hoc, va khong da kién thirc
can ban vé Kitd gido, ching ta kho c6 thé xdy dung mot nén
khoa hoc than hoc theo nghia khoa hoc dtrc tin (Karl Rahner).
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Thiéu bat ct*r mot trong nhirng diéu kién ké trén, than hoc chi
con la nhirng khoéa gido ly, hay 1a mo6t mon st hoc vé tén giao,
hay mot mon ton giao hoc.

Chi trong mot mach vin nhw viy, ching t6i suy tw vé
than hoc nhw 1a mét trong nhirng b6 mén khoa hoc cin ban
nhit ctia con ngudi. Va ciing chi nhw thé, cac nha than hoc dé
dang nhan ra rang, bai viét cia chung téi khong nam trong
truyén théng thin hoc kinh vién, cling khéng phai 1a nhirng
bai viét c6 tinh cach "ky thuit, chuyén gia" nhw cac luin van
vé nghi 18, phung vu, thuat rao giang (homiletics), cach thé
day gido ly (cathechetics), hay c6 tinh cach suy dién, giai
thich (exegesis), thuwc dung nhw bi tich hoc (mét phan nao),
gido luat, muc vy, vin van. Nhitng suy tw cia ching toi, néu
dwoc coi nhw 1a than hoc, chi c6 thé ndm trong mot khia canh
nhd bé cia nén than hoc can ban ma thoi. b6 la nhirng suy tw
vé nguyén ly (principles) va luin ly (rational arguments) lam
sang té mo6t s6 nghi van, hay ngd nhin vé than hoc, dic biét
vé nhirng van dé lién quan t&i (Khai niém) Thién Chua trong
van hoa Viét. Lé tit nhién, néu nhirng suy tw nay cé thé giup
nguwoi doc hi€u cac gido diéu, hay dé dang chip nhan gido
diéu va cac bi tich theo ly tri (tri khén) cia con nguwoi, day
cling 1a mdt wéc vong nho bé ctia tac gid. Chinh vi thé ma
ching toi chi nhic vé cac bi tich (nhiém tich), cac gido diéu...
moOt cach ngan gon. Phan lich st, cac 18i giai thich khac nhau,
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cac tranh luan hay céac sic lénh (cha cac Cong dong, tong
huén, tong Iénh, huin Iénh, vin van) lién quan t&i cac bi tich
hay gido diéu... khong dwoc nhac téi noi day, phan vi da dwoc
cac chuyén gia than hoc ban téi, phan vi khéng lién quan truec
tiép t&i 16i suy tw vé nguyén ly cia nén than hoc can ban.

1.1. Thdn Hoc trong Thé Sinh Viét

Trong moOt ngudn mach nay, chung t6i bat dau véi doi
twong, muc dich va phwong phap cda thin hoc, va tiép theo
véi 16i nhan thive, tw duy, cach s6ng cia nguwoi Viét trong
twong quan véi sinh ménh, dinh ménh va véi nhirng siéu luc
(nhw Trod, dat, va cac ngoai lwc va ndi lwc khac) anh hwdng
t&i thé sinh cia ho. Ttr mot 16i nhan thirc Viét, ngwdi cAm but
di tim hiéu nhitng y niém, gido diéu, nhiém tich da tirng dwoc
trinh bay theo 16i nhan thirc ciia ngwoi TAy phwong. Chi khi
hiéu dwoc sy khac biét giita hai nén thin hoc ctia La-M3 va
cla nguwoi Viét, ma ching ta méi c6 thé hiéu ly do tai sao 16i
rao giang tin mirng theo tam thirc va luan ly cia nguoi Tay
phuwong da khong thé an sadu moc ré vao trong long thé sinh
Viét. L& di nhién, nhitng suy tw thin hoc cling nham t&i mot
muc dich thwc té hon, d6 1a hy vong cé thé khich déng doc gia
cung suy tw vé lich st cru d6 cia dic Kitd theo nhin quan,
tAm thirc va tir trong thé sinh Viét. Hay néi mét cach c6 mot
chut tham vong hon, luan van nay chu trwong, chi khi nao ma
ching ta 1ay chinh cudc séng, 16i suy tw, cai tAm tinh cia minh
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dé hiéu va dé séng dao Chaa, luc d6 ching ta méi c6 mot nén
than hoc ctia minh. M6t nén than hoc dich thwc khéng phai
chi 1a cai vé hinh thic bé ngoai, song lIa chinh la mét moén
khoa hoc vé tdm linh, vé 16i suy tw, vé sy nhin thic, vé cam
nghiém, tam thong véi dang Tuyét Doi, va vé sw viéc ching ta
dwong tim ki€m doi s6ng vinh clru, cling nhw dwong tim
phuwong thé dé hiép thong v&i Thién Chda.

1.2. Than Hoc tir Cong Dong Tridentino té&i Cong
Doéng Vatican II

Truwdéc khi di vao than hoc Viét, ching to6i xin dwoc phép
lwét qua vai diém veé sy phat trién va bién hoéa cta than hoc,
v&i muc dich néi 1én sy chinh dang cia cong viéc xay dung
Than hoc Viét.

Sw phat trién, bién héa ciing nhw tién bo cta than hoc cé
thé nhan ra qua phwong thé (khoa hoc), sw kham pha méi la
trong, vé va qua chinh dtc Kit6, cling nhw qua van héa cta
cac dan toc vé Thwong D€ (Thién Chaa). Ching t6i xin dwoc
ban mét cach tdng quat sw bién d6i va phat trién cia nén
than hoc Kit6 tir cong déong Tridentino (1545-1563) t&i cong
doéng Vatican II (1962-1965) dé xac nhin mot cich gian tiép
rang, thin hoc tw truyén théng da tirng 1a mot nén than hoc
vé Thién Chda song cho con nguwoi. Ma da la con nguwoi, thi
con ngwoi d6 phai mang tinh chit toan dién, tirc con ngwoi xa
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héi (Karl Rahner, 1904-1984), van héa (Romano Guardini,
1885-1968), sinh dong (Marie-Dominique Chenu, 1895- ?),
mang vi tru tinh (Teilhard de Chardin, 1881-1955), van van.
Do d6, mot nén thin hoc tién bo, nhit tan.. phai mang cac
tinh chit xa hoi, van hoa, sinh déng va vi tru tinh. Trong
mach van nay, theo 16i suy tw Viét, tinh chat cia thian hoc bao
goém than tinh, thanh tinh, linh tinh, va nhat la nhan tinh. Thé
nén, cong viéc quan trong va cap bach la ching ta phai dung
phwong thé "khoa hoc" dé suy tw, phan tinh va hé théng
nhirng cdm nghiém, 16i song, cach thé biéu ta cling nhw twong
quan gitra con ngwoi va Thién Chia. Néi cach Khac, than hoc
Viét 1a mot cong cudc tdng hop va phan tich hé théng twong
quan gitta con ngwoi va Thwong PE (Thién), gitra con ngwoi
va van vt (Pia), gitta con nguwoi véi con ngwoi (Nhin) dé tim
ra va hé théng ban chit cia né, tirc Than tinh, Thanh tinh,
nhan tinh va linh tinh.

Chung ta biét cong dong Tridentino dwoc triéu tip dé
déi ph6 véi phong trao cai cach do cac linh muc Martin
Luther (1483-1546), Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531), va than hoc
gia (gido dan) Jean Calvin (1509-1564), khéi xwéng. Nhirng
nha cai cach ton gido da tirng vach ra nhitng nhwgc diém
trong nén dao tao gidi tu sy thoi ho, dac biét sw sa doa buén
than ban thanh, té hai thiéu ky luit, va nhat la sw lam dung
quyén binh dao doi. Chinh vi y thitc dwoc nhirng 16i lAm trén,
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cbng dong Tridentino dac biét chd trong t&i cong viéc dao tao
ky luat gido s§. B6 mon than hoc do d6 dwoc cai tién, thém
vao v&i nhirtng muc dich méi, ap dung phwong phap suy tu va
1ap luin theo ly tinh nhiéu hon, va dong thoi cling chu trong
téi sy thi€t yéu ctia van hda. Than hoc khong chi l1a nhitng
khoa gido ly, va cac luin van khong con mang tinh chit cda
cac bai gidng chu nhat. Diém dang chu y, 1 lAn diu tién c6 bo
mon thin hoc lich s (Theologia historica). Song néi cach
chung, thian hoc dwogc cai tién ciing chi nham muc dich ho
gido (chéng phong trao cai cach), kiém soat ndi bd, va dung
phwong thé tranh luin hay dat van dé vé than hoc (polemica,
controversia).

Tuy con gap rat nhiéu khé khin, song than hoc di tién
mot bwéce dai sau cong dong Tridentino. Phwong thé than hoc
khéng chi Ia nhitng cau chd gidi (commentaria), ma con dat
ra va tranh luin vé nhitng vin dé lam con ngwdi khéng nhéan
ra, hay tir ch6i Thién Chia, sw mac khai va cac bi tich (questio
disputatae). Tuy phwong thé nay da tirng dwoc thanh T6-Ma
ap dung, né khong dwoc phat trién cho tédi sau cong dong
Tridentino. Piém tién bd hon c3, dé 13, bi tw twdng hién dai
nhuw triét hoc, khoa hoc, kinh té va xa hoi thach do, cling nhw
do nhu ciu truyén gido ma bit budc phai tiép thu nhitng
ludng vin héa méi nhw Trung Hoa, An P9, nén thin hoc vio
thé ky 18 va 19 bat budc phai di tim nhirng phwong thé méi,
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tirc nhirtng phwong phap khoa hoc, dé dién dat dic tin, dé
chirng minh sw hién hitu cia Thién Chua, va nhit 1a d€ mudn
dan (khac vin hoa, sic tdc, ngdn ngir) c6 thé chip nhan Kitd
gido mot cach dé dang.

Tir mot mach nguén nhw vy, nén than hoc vao cac thé
ky cin va hién dai (modern theology) khéng thé ngang nguworc
khinh thwong cic nén tri thirc khac nhw triét hoc, kinh té,
chinh tri, tAm ly va nhat 1a khoa hoc tw nhién. Thin hoc thoi
can dai khéng con coi triét hoc nhw mét tién nir. Ngwoc lai,
than hoc bat budc phai ddi dién véi nhirng ludng triét hoc
moi cda Descartes, Malebranche, Leibniz, Locke, Vico, va vao
thé ky 19 véi te twdng cia Hume, Kant, Hegel, Comte, van
van. Ngay vao thoi cong dong Vatican I, Gido hoi da nhan ra
su thiét yéu ctia cac nén triét hoc tin tién. Cac triét gia Phap
nhuw Lamennais, de Bonald, Beautain va Bonnerty cling nhw
cac nha triét hoc Ptitc nhuw Hermes, Guenther, Frohschammer
va Y nhu Rosmini, Gioberti dd 4nh hwéng mot cach sau rong
t&i nén than hoc thoi nay. Chinh vi bi cac triét thuyét, dac biét
cta Kant, Hegel, Marx va luéng séng con hién sinh, dic biét
cia Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) ma nén thin hoc trudc
cong ddng Vatican II bat budc phai 1am mot cudc téng hop
gitra triét ly truyén thong kinh vién va cac nén triét hoc méi.
Than hoc vao thé ky 20 do d6 khong con 1a mét nén than hoc
kinh vién, dau rang gin nhu tit ca nhitng nha than hoc thoi
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danh déu tiép tuc chiéu hwdng ctia thanh T6-Ma. Nén thin
hoc nay bao géom cac tinh chat sau: (1) Thit nhat, than hoc
hién dai ti€p tuc dao sdu vao dtc tin dwa trén ly tri, va trén
nhitng kién thirc khoa hoc. Néi cach khac, n6 ti€p tuc nén
than hoc tw nhién (theologia naturalis) ctia thanh T6-Ma. (2)
Than hoc hién dai dat d&c tin trong boi canh va méi treong
hién sinh, va dit nang vai tro caa cha thé. (3) Than hoc hién
dai la mét nén than hoc da dién, da dang mang tinh chit van
héa, va khong thé tach biét khoi cai néi séng, cai moi trweong
séng, tirc thé sinh cda né. Ciing vi vy ma né tach biét khoi
mot nén than hoc vinh ctru kinh vién.

2. Pdi Twong, Muc Pich Thian Hoc va Vai Tro cta Con
Ngwoi

Nhw ching toi dd ban qua trong chwong dan nhap, va
trong phin trén, nén than hoc phat trién ca hang chuc thé ky,
va ludn déi mai theo cac thoi dai, va cdc nén van héa. Thé
nén, khong c6 nén than hoc ndo, ma ciing chang cé bat ct mot
nén triét Iy ndo cé thé tw tén xwng minh la mot nén thin hoc
hay triét Iy vinh ctru. Loi tw duy thoi trung c6 cho 1a chan ly
chi 12 mét, va mot nén chan ly nhw vay chi c6 Gido Hoi (hay
Gido Hoang) m&i cd, va nén than hoc dwgc hiéu nhw 1a nhirng
gido huan cta Gido Héi La-Ma... khong nhirng da bi chinh cac
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cbng dong ké ti€p nhau, nhit 1a c6ng dong Vatican II, thach
d6. Ching hién ra dw¢i con mat clia cac nha than hoc hién dai
nhw la dv (tan) tich cia qda khit, phan lai chinh yéu tinh cta
Kit6 gido. B&i 1€, néu Thién Chua tw mac khai qua cadc phwong
thé khac nhau, xuat hién dwéi nhitng hinh thirc, hinh anh,
bi€u twong khac biét, thi sy viéc Ngai tw mac khai qua cac
nén van héa da dang la mot diéu tat yéu. Twong tw, chinh vi
Thién Chua la Chan Ly, ma Thién Chua lai "vo thay, vé chung,
vO hinh, v6 su" thi Chan Ly nay ciling phai da dang, da
phwong, da dién y hét nhw nhitng 16i, cach.. madc khai cda
Ngai. Tir m6t nhan thirc nhw vy, ching toi di tim nén thin
hoc Viét. Trong nhitng doan sau, chung t6i xin duoc phép
phat trién thém mét s6 quan diém ma chung téi da tirng ban
(mot cach qua van tit) trong chwong dan nhap.

2.1. béi Tworng ciia Thdan Hoc Viét Nam

Trong phan dan nhap, ching tbi 14p luin nhan dinh coi
doéi twong chta thian hoc khéng chi 1a Thién Chuia ma thoi, ma
con la chinh con ngu¢i duwong trén con duwong di tim Chua.
Thé nén phin nay, ching t6i sé khéng ban thém, ma chi nhin
manh dén do6i twong cia than hoc Viét, tiec chinh con nguoi
Viét dwong cdm nghiém, nhan thirc va thwce thi Thiény.

Nguwoi Viét cdm nghiém thay mot lwc lwong siéu viét, cd
anh hwdng mot cach quyét dinh téi cudc song hién tai va mai
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hiu cta ho, cling nhw cda tdc Viét, cia giong noi Viét cua ho.
Tuy theo dnh hwéng loi, hai, hay tuyét déi ma ho cdm nghiém
dwoc sy hién hiru cia ngoai lyc nay. N6i cach khac, ho nhan
thirc dwoc thé gidi than linh qua chinh uy lwc, anh hwéng, tac
hiéu ctia than linh trén thé gidi, trén chinh con nguoi cta ho.
Vay nén, than linh déi v&i ho khong thé tach roi khoi cam
nghiém. Néu sy nhin thirc thin linh bat ngudn tr cam
nghiém, thi van dé chinh yéu cda than hoc la con nguoi cam
nghiém thé nao, chiéu siu cia cdm nghiém ra sao, va khi nao
con nguoi cam nghiém. Nhw vay, doi twong ctia thin hoc bay
gior 1a chinh con ngwoi dwong cdm nghiém thé gi¢i than linh.

Thtt téi, tuy than hoc Viét van coi Thién Chua nhw 1a déi
twong, song ho cling nhan ra rang, déi twong nay khong theo
nghia clla mot d6i twong vat chat (physical object), ciing
chang phai 1a mot ddi twong thuin nhat tw duy (theoretical,
speculative object), bdi 1& Thién Chua vo hinh, vo sic, vo bién,
v tan... thi lam sao ma tri, ma thirc, ma nhan? Vay thi, néu coi
thé gi¢i than linh 1a mot doi twong, thi d6i twong nay phai
theo nghia la d6i dién, d6i nhan, doi tm, déi tinh, doi nghia,
van van, chr khong thé theo nghia d6i khang, d6i nghich, doi
dau, van van. Thién Chuda hién dién truwdc mat, trong tim hon,
qua cdm thong, qua tinh ngwoi, qua dao nghia. Mot déi twong
nhu thé khéng thé tach biét khoi chu thé, cang khéng thé tach
biét khoi cong thé, ma cong thé l1a "thién ly tai nhan tim," 1a
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"Chit tAm kia méi bang ba chit tai," 1a "TAm thanh d3 thiu
dén Troi," tirc "Noi nao c6 nhin tdm (amor), c6 dao nghia
(caritas), thi noi 4y c6 Chua" (Ubi caritas et amor, ibi Deus
est).

2.2. Muc DPich ctiia Thdn Hoc

Néu déi twong cla than hoc Viét 1a chinh sw tim théng y
hiép (hop) hay y hiép tdm dau cta con nguwoi véi Thién Chaa,
thi muc dich cta than hoc phai lam sao dé€ c6 thé dat t&i dwoc
tAm thong, dé€ c6 thé y hiép tim dau. Thé nén, thin hoc Viét 1a
mot 16i suy tw va mot cach séng theo nguyén ly ciia twong
thong va hiép (hop) théng, hodac néi theo ngén ngir clua
Nguyén Nho, d6 1a nguyén ly Chi, Trung va Hoa. Bé&i 1€ ho
nham t&i sy twong hop gitva Troi va DA, gitta Troi va nguoi
(triét thuyét tam tai), va béi 1€ ho tu dirc (ctru canh) dé cé thé
dai dong thién ha: "tr phwong giai huynh dé, thién ha dai
déng," va bédi 1é ho theo "trung dung chi dao," (Trung Dung)
cho nén trong tAm cta thin hoc khong chi 1a Thién Chda, ma
con c6 con ngudi, con cé van vat nira. Pay la mot ly do tai sao
ching t6i hiéu than hoc nhuw 12 mét khoa hoc vé sw viéc con
nguwdi cam nghiém, cam thong, nhan thirc Thién Chaa va thuc
thi thién y. Ma thwc thi thién y tirc (lam thé nao dé) thanh
thanh va hiép théong v&i Than (Chda). Ma dé cé thé thanh
thanh, con ngwdi phai tu tam, tu than va phat huy dao nghia,
tirc tu than tich dirc.
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2.3. Chii Thé trong Thdn Hoc

Thé nén, tu tAm (tu than) 1a nén cin ban cta tu dic
(sach bai Hoc, chwong 1), va la diéu kién tiat yéu dé c6 thé
hiép thong véi Chaa. Nhw ching toi s€ ban téi tu tam trong
phan ban vé phwong phap thin hoc, noi diy, ching toi chi
lwét qua vai diém lién quan. Néu tu tAm 1a mot nén cin ban
cda tu dirc, thi con ngwdi méi la cha thé cda than hoc. Thién
Chda khéng cin tu tAm, bdi vi Ngai 1a chinh ddng Hoan Thién.
Ngai cling khong can tu dic, bdi vi ngai 1a Coi ngubn cia tat
cad moi dirc tinh (nhan dic, thién dic, vat dic). Va chic han
Ngai chang cin phai thanh Thanh, thanh Phat béi 18 Thanh
tinh, Phit tinh chi 1a mo6t phan trong ban tinh ciia Ngai ma
thoi. Noi cach khac, Thién Chua chinh la Pao. Ngai la cung
dich, 1a nguyén ly, 1a c6i nguén ma con nguoi phai hwéng ve,
phai theo va phai tip luyén dé€ hiép thong véi Ngai. Vay thi
nguwoi phdi tu tAm, tu than, tich dic; ngwoi phai can thanh
Thanh, thanh Phit l1a chinh con ngwoi ching ta. Thé nén,
chung ta c6 thé n6i ma khong s¢ bi coi nhw 1a réi dao, dé 1a sw
kién, chinh con ngwdi méi la cha thé (subject) cda than hoc.
Con nguoi can than hoc, cling nhw con ngwoi lam thin hoc.
Twong tw, chinh con ngwoi thay do6i than hoc, cling nhw bép
méo noé. Trong mot mach vin nhw vay, sw dién bién (phat
trién, thodi bd, thay doéi) ctia than hoc khong phai la sy bién
do6i ctia Thién Chua, song la sw cai dbi ciia con ngwdi trong ca
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mot qua trinh lich s tir khi con ngwoi nhan thic (cdm
nghiém, dwoc mdc khai) ra sy hién htru cia Thién Chuda. Sw
dién bién cta than hoc cling tuy thudc vao 18i nhan thitc, hay
tri thirc cda con ngwoi vé Ngai. Mot thi€u nhi cdm nghiém,
nhan thirc vé Chda chic han khac véi mot ngudi ding tudi
day kinh nghiém doi. Mot ngwdi nong ddan mdéc mac nhén
thirc vé Chuia chac han khong gi6ng mot nha than hoc; va Ié di
nhién, mdt ngwdi theo truyén théng Hy-La chac khong thé c6
cung mot tri thirc vé Chtia nhw mot ngwoi chiu dnh hwdng
cua Khong Manh, hay ciia Tam Gido. Nhan ra nhw vy, ching
ta m&i ¢6 thé hiéu dwoc tai sao khong thé c6 dwoc mot nén
than hoc vinh ctru, duy nhat va tuyét d6i mac du chi c6 mot
Thién Chua, tirc moét Thwong DE duy nhat, tuyét doi, tuyét
hao va toan ning. B&i 1€, modi nén than hoc chi 12 nhirng cach
thé tu tAm, tu dic, triét tam, thau dikc, tirc "chi tri," tic "cach
vat" khac nhau dé€ c6 thé dat téi "minh dic" tic chinh
Thwong DE.

2.4. Tri Thirc va Nhdn Thirc

Nhw chung t6i nhin manh trong doan trén, tri thic
(sapere/ to know / savoir) va nhan thitc (cognoscere /
connaitre) khong dong nhat trong 16i suy tw Viét. Khi noi vé
"chi tri," "tri" noi day khong mang nghia tri thirc, tttc mot sy
thiu su6t nguon ngach theo kiéu tri thic todn hoc
(intellectus purus), song la mot nhin thirc, tec mét sw hiéu
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biét thong suét nhwng khéng thé chirng minh mét cach thiu
suot dwoc. No6i cach khac nhén thirc khong theo 16i phén tich,
giadi thich (analytic, deductive), cling khéng do 18i quy nap
(inductive) kinh nghiém hay téng hop cac tri thirc
(synthetic), song 1a mot sy hi€u biét qua cam nghiém, qua
twong thong, va qua trwc giac hay trwc cadm. Béi 1€, néu chi
khi nao biét dwgc ngudén ngach ta méi tin (intelligere ut
credere), thi c6 1& chung ta khong bao gio c6 thé nhin ra
Thién Chda dwoc. Trweong hop mot T6-Ma téng d6 (Ga 20,19-
31; Jo 20, 27-28) va ngay ca thanh nit Maria Magdalena (Ga
20, 11-18), ho da khong nhan ra Chuda bédi 1€ ho dwa vao tri
thirc khoa hoc: 1am sao ma nguwoi chét da ba ngdy ma co6 thé
song lai? Magdalena chi nhin ra dirc Kité khong phai nho vao
tri thirc, song nho vao trwc cadm khi nghe tiéng goi "Maria"
day than tinh (Lc 24, 13-35) tr cira miéng clia ngwdi ma
thanh nit tirng cho 13 "ngudi lam vuon." Ong tong do theo
thuyét "thwc nghiém" T6-Ma sau cung ciing nhin ra dwogc vi
thay chi thanh ctia minh, qua chinh tinh thwong ctia nguoi
thay, chir khéng phai do viéc 6ng trac nghiém (bang cach x6
ngon tay vao cac vét thwong ctia thiy minh) nhw 6ng tirng doi
hoi. Hai téng do cling khong nhin ra dic Giésu mac du ho
dong hanh véi Ngai ca ngay trén dwong vé Emmaus (Lc 24,
16-17). Chi khi ma d&c Giésu phan phat banh (tinh thwong)
ho md&i nhan ra dwoc Ngai (Lc 24, 30-33). Song nhan thirc
cling khong dong nghia véi dire tin. "Tin dé hiéu" (credere ut

241
Znudorncosnggiasudictinan. el — 77/ 2079



CHUONG VI: HFONG TOI MOT NEN THAN HOC
VIET NAM

intelligere) theo thanh Bonaventura, doi hoi mét nhan thic
vé Thién Chua, boi 1& khéng thé c6 niém tin néu khong co
nhan thic. Tin, tuy khong can phai nho tri thirc, nhwng khong
thé thiéu nhin thirc. Nhian thirc (connaissance) la mét sw
hiéu biét qua "twong thong" (communication), qua "tirng
song v&i nhau” (co-living), qua "cong cam” (consensus), qua
"cong tac" (co-operation), van van. N6i mot cach khac, nhan
thirc chi c6 thé c6 néu ching ta cing s6ng trong mot thé sinh,
cung c6 nhitng cach sdng, kinh nghiém séng, cam giac, cdm
vi.. va nhat l1a khi ching ta twong théng, twong hop, twong
rng, twong than, twong ai, twong ho, twong tro, tic tinh
nghia. Ching ta nhian ra Thwong D€ chinh nho vao tinh yéu,
hay cam giac ém diu hay an binh (nhw thanh Au Co Tinh titng
nhan ro: "Tam (10ng) con chi an binh khi dwgc yén nghi trong
Chua." Hoac ngworc lai, ching ta cling nhan ra dwgc Chua khi
lwong tAm can rit (tredng hop Cain) hay bi "phat" (Pai Hong
Thuy, héa hoan Sodoma). N6i cach khac, ching ta nhan ra
Thién Chua khong phai nhw 12 mét Thwong DE cao voi, xa
cach (bdi 1€ tri ta khong thé hiéu ndi), song nhw 1a nguwoi Cha,
nguwoi Me ma ching ta yéu thwong, nhwng ciing c6 thé nhw
mot vi Chda T€ can khon ma ching ta kinh s¢. Ching ta cling
c6 thé nhin ra Thién Chia qua hinh anh cta tha nhan, bai 1é
ho cling c6 cung moOt cam giac, tinh yéu nhw ching ta. Né6i
cach chung, nhin thirc 1a mét 16i nhin, cdAm nghiém, minh
chirng Thién Chuta trong than hoc Viét. Nhan thirc nay dwoc
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biét qua tac dong tin (Phérd), yéu (Magdalena): "Phtc cho ai
tuy khong thiy song van tin." (Jo 20, 29), qua tinh, qua nghia
(sw tich nguwoi Samarita gidu long tir bi, cling nhw sw tich
nguwdi phu hd trong ngay phan xét). Pifm ma ching toi sé
ban dén trong doan ban vé phwong phap, dé la lam thé nao
c6 thé chirng minh 16i nhin thirc nay ciing mang tinh chat
khoa hoc va "khach quan,” va chi nhw thé ching ta méi cé thé
thuyét phuc dwoc cac nha thin hoc duy ly dwa vao nén tri
thirc thuan tuy.

2.5. Phwong Phdp va Phwong Thé trong Thdn
Hoc

Bernard Lonergan trong tic phAm quan trong Methods
in Theology trinh bay nhitng phwong phap chinh yéu dwong
dwoc ap dung trong gi¢i thin hoc hién dai. CAc phwong phap
nay bao gom thuyén thich hay théng dién (hermeneutics),
gidi tich (thich), bién chirng, phan tich... Lé tit nhién, nhirng
phwong phép trén rit cin cho viéc nghién ctru than hoc néi
cach chung, va nhat 1a Thanh Kinh noéi riéng, dac biét phwong
phap thong dién. Song Lonergan ciing nhan ra rang, phwong
thé chinh yéu dén véi Chua c6 1é qua mot tic ddong ma dng goi
la "insight" (ndi kién, ddng giac, triec gidc) ma chdng t6i thiy
twong tw nhw gidc ngd (trong Phit gido, dac biét trong thién
tong). Tuy nhién, nhw ching t6i nhin thiy, trong thian hoc
Viét, nhitng phwong thé sau méi 1a nhirng phwong thé chinh
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yéu. Nhitng phwong thé nay dwa trén nhin thirc nhw 1a nén
tang:

- Cdm Nghiém

Ai cling biét 1a dic Giésu chon cic ngwoi theo Ngai
khong dwa theo cac tiéu chuin cia tri thirc khoa hoc. Ngai
dwa trén cam nghiém; Ngai cdm thay cai tinh, cai nghia cda
nhirng ngudi ma Ngai gap. Chinh vi cdm nghiém, Ngai chon
cac tong do (Mt 4, 18-23, chon hai anh em Phér6 va An-Ré,
Gioan va Giacobé; Mt. 9, 9 chon Mat-Théu); cling chinh tw
cam nghiém, Ngai xdc quyét dwoc chan tinh cia moét
Magdalena, nhiét tinh cia mdét Phaold, thwc tam cua moét
Phéré, sw phan trac cia mot Giuda (Mt 26, 20-25), van van.
Piém ma ching t6i muodn ban téi noi day, dé 1a lam thé nao
dé cam nghiém? Chung ta biét, nhirng ké "long lang da sé6i"
khé ma cé thé trac 4n ndi dau khé cta tha nhan. Twong tu,
nhitng ngwoi "mat day mat dan” ciing khé c6 thé d6 mat;
ngudi do té chac chang c6 mui tAm trudc nhirng con vat bi
sat sinh. Nhu viy, dé cdm nghiém, chdng ta truwdc hét phai co
tAm tinh chung, ma cai tim tinh nay mang tinh chat bam sinh,
cai ma chung t6i goi 1a cong cam. Thay Manh T nhac dén cau
truyén ai cting mui long, ddng tAm khi thay mot thiéu nhi roi
xuong giéng, va ai cling mudén ctru ciu bé do6. Dirc Giésu ciing
mui long tran nwéc mat khi biét ngwdi ban Lazard qua doi va
khi thay nhirng ngwoi tham dw dam tang khéc than (Jo 11,
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35. N6i cach khac, cdm nghiém la sw phat dong cdng cdm von
nam san trong ban tinh con nguwoi. Nhitng ai ddnh mat ban
tinh con nguwoi thi chic hidn khong thé cdm nghiém nhw
nhitng ngwdi binh thwong. Than hoc Viét Ia mot nén than hoc
x4y trén cdm nghiém. Thé nén chung ta dé dang cdm dong khi
niém kinh "Lay Cha cda chung con," hay khi tung "Ngo¢i Khen
Ca" (Magnificat). Khi niém va tung kinh, ta khéng chi nghi
dén Chuia ma con dén ca cha, me chung ta trén Troi, phu ho
ching ta. La cha, 12 me, ai ma chang phu ho con cai ctia minh.
Kinh "Lay Cha chung t6i & trén Troi" chi c6 thé dwoc cam
nghiém nhw vy, cht khéng thé hiéu dwgc theo 16i ludn ly cia
ly tri.

- Tam Théong

Khong c6 cdm nghiém, thi chic han cling chang cé tam
thong. TAm thong ndi 1én mdi cdm nghiém sau xa, thé nén,
ching ta c6 thé néi. CAm nghiém sw hién hiru cta Thién Chda
tirc 12 tAm théng véi Ngai. Nén than hoc cta dai sw Eckhart,
cta thanh nir Teresa d'Avila, ctia thanh ni* Therése Hai Dong
déu xay dung trén tim thong. Nhitng tré em dén véi Chada
cling qua tAm thong. Trong nén nhin thirc Viét, tim théng gitr
mot vai tro quyét dinh. Nhitng ciu noéi nhw "Tréng mit ma
bat hinh dong - Con lon c6 béo thi long méi ngon" hay nhu cu
Nguyén Du md ta cic nhan vat trong Kim Van Kiéu Truyén
nhw Tad Ba "Thoat trong nhon nhot mau da - Nguwoi thi to béo
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day da lam sao." Nguwoi Viét khong can thong ké, tric nghiém.
Ho dwa vao tdm thong dé nhin ra tha nhin (nghi ngudi ma
nghi t&i ta), sy vat (nhan sao, vat vay) va ca thé gidi thin linh
(Tam thanh da thau dén Troi). Ho ciling dwa vao tAm thong dé
dén v&éi Thién Chda (Lay Troi mwa xuodng, ldy nudc toi
udng...). Vay thi tdim thong nhw thé nao? Thyc ra tim théng
khong chi biéu ta cdng cdm va ddng cdm ma thodi, ma con dién
dat dwoc cai cong ich, dong y, dong mwu, dong chi, dong
hwéng, déong dao, van van. Nhitng ciu néi nhuw "Suy bung ta
ra bung nguoi” hay "Ciing 1a mot ho moét diéng véi nhau,” hay
"Bau oi thwong lay bi cing,”" "Gan dom twong chiéu," déu néi
1én tinh cai tam thong nay.

- Hop Thong

Hop thong khong hian dong nghia véi tAm thong. Néu
tam thong dwoc xay dwng trén cong cam, thi hiép thong dwa
trén mot hinh thirc ciia Iy hop (reasonableness). Ching ta chi
hiép théng néu c6 cung muc dich, di theo cung mot cach thé,
c6 cung mot do6i twong, song khong nhit thiét cing mot thé
sinh. Tuy thudc bach Viét (tirc thudc cac thé sinh khac nhau),
song ngudi Lac Viét khong dé dang tAm thong véi Man Viét,
Au Viét, Miéu Viét, van van. Tuy vay, ho c6 thé hiép thong néu
c6 cung mét muc dich (bao vé tw 1ap), mot ké thu (Han tdc),
mét phwong thé, van van. Dwa theo phwong phap nay, than
hoc Viét khi n6i vé vai tro ciia con ngwdoi dong vi song khac
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thé véi Thién, véi Pia, ho nhdn manh t&i tAm théng. Song Khi
néi vé thé gidi than linh, gitta con ngwoi va quy than, ho dac
biét chu y t&i vai tro cua hgp thong. Béi 1€, con ngwdi tw minh
khéng cé than tinh, song lai c6 nhitng muc dich ma chi cé thé
gi¢i than thanh méi c6 thé gitp ho, thé nén hop véi Troi, hop
véi dit va hop véi tha nhin 1a mot cach thé hiru hiéu nhit dé
dat t&i muc dich.

- Tu Than, Tu Tam

M6t phwong phap khac, rat quan trong trong thin hoc
Viét, d6 la tu than va tu tam. "Tam la long, y cling 1a l1ong." Tu
tAm cla nguwoi Viét khac véi quan niém tu cda thin hoc Tay
phwong. Néu tu 1a mét sw tir bo tat ca nhirng gi ngdn tré cho
viéc két hiép véi Chua (theo than hoc Trung c6), néu tu la stra
minh theo mdt mau muc cta thanh nhan, néu tu chi 1a "ham
minh, phat xac, dn ndn dén t6i" hay "khéng vap pham tdi ci”
thi nhirng quan niém vé tu nhw vy qua kha xa la véi 16i tu
cla nguoi Viét. B6i voi ngwoi Viét, tu mang nghia "tu bo," "tu
nghiép," "tu duwdng," "tu hanh,"” "tu dao," van van. Tu do do
khong cé nghia ham minh, phat xac, nhin an, kiéng khem, van
van. Ngwoc lai, tu lam cho con ngudi hoan toan, vién man,
khéng con thiéu sét. Lé di nhién, "tu" cling c6 nghia stra doi
nhuw "tu chinh," song day chi 1a mot diéu kién dé c6 thé "tu
nghiép," "tu dwdng," va nhat 1a "tu té tri binh." Chinh vi nghia
chinh cta tu la 1am cho con ngwdi hoan hién ma 16i tu cda
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nguoi Viét khéng chdi bo nhitng yéu tinh ctia con ngudi cam
tinh, con ngwoi xa hoi nhu tinh yéu, tinh duc, gia dinh, quan
hé nhan sinh...

"Tu cho tron kiép bui hong
Kéo gia lai tiéc rang long tir bi."

L6i tu ctia ngwoi Viét muc dich khong dé thanh than,
song thanh thanh nhan, tirc con nguwoi dao dirce, tirc con nguwoi
vi tha, loi cho tha nhén, lgi cho t6 qudc (vi nghia, vi nhin), d6
chinh 1a "tu nhan tich dirc." Ma d&c noi day chinh la "cong lao
dé doi," 1a "h6 chét dé da, nguoi chét dé tiéng." Chinh vi vay,
nguwoi Vit méi qua quyét:

"Tu d4u cho bang tu nha,
Th& cha kinh me 4y 1a chén tu.”
Thé nén, 16i tu ctia ho 1a mot 16i tu rat binh thuwong:
"Thir nhit la tu tai gia
Thi nhi tu chg, thi ba tu rirng."

Néi tém lai, cai tu cua nguei Viét khong phai la "tu ha,”
"tu tién," nhung la "tu luyén" lam con ngudi hoan thién, tirc
mot con ngwoi nhan cach. Do do, tu khong cé nghia la khwéc
bod nhitng cai gi thudc vé than xac con nguwoi ki€u diét duc
(cua Phéit gido, va cia nén than hoc Trung co).
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Nhitng phwong thé trong than hoc Viét ma ching téi
trinh bay trén khong han 1a nhirng phwong phap ma gi¢i than
hoc Tay phwong hiéu. Ching tiém 4n trong chinh 16i sdng cla
ngudi Viét. Ngoai ra, khi nhic téi nhitng phwong thé nay,
ching toi cling khong cé gat bé nhitng phwong thé khac ma,
dé suy tu, bat ctr than hoc gia nao ciing phai ap dung. Vi pham
vi bai viét, nén chung téi xin tam khong di sAu thém vao moi
phwong thé, va xin ban thém vé nhirng nguyén ly cua thin
hoc Viét trong doan toi.

3.Nguyén Ly Thian Hoc Viét Nam

Trong chwong Dan Nhiap, chung t6i di nhic téi bdn
nguyén ly cua than hoc Viét, d6 1a nguyén ly siéu hinh qua
triét ly tam tai, nguyén ly tdm linh, nguyén ly twong quan, va
nguyén ly thwc hanh. Noi day chung tbéi xin dwoc thém
nguyén ly me qua mau tinh, va ban thém vé twong quan tinh.
Phai ban réng thém vé twong quan tinh, b&i vi nhirng yéu
tinh khac ctia thin hoc Viét nhw tong tdc tinh, ddng tinh, noi
tinh, thwc tai tinh... déu ndm trong twong quan tinh.

3.1. Am Tinh va Mau Tinh
Néu Than hoc Tdy phwong la mét nén than hoc xay trén
dwong tinh, thi nén thin hoc Viét c6 1é ngwoc lai, phat xuat tir

am tinh. Ngon ngir TAy phwong quy cac danh tir biéu twgng
Thwong DE thé gidi than linh.. thudc dwong tinh
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(masculinus). Ngwoc lai, trong ngdn nglr Tau va Viét, cac
danh tir vé thé giGi than linh chi biéu hién mot trang thai téi
cao, va khong néu ré dwong hay am tinh. Néu di sdu vao ngir
nguyén, ching ta c6 1& khong ngac nhién khi thdy rang tat ca
nhirng danh tir quan trong déu noéi 1én mau tinh. Mau tinh
khong nhat thiét am tinh hay dwong tinh. Chit D€, chit Vwong,
chit Thién, hay chit Troi luén mang mot y nghia "bao gom,"
"tong hop," "n6i két," van van. Ma nhitng dirc tinh nay déu
quy thudc mau tinh. Do d6 bat ct ai c6 nhitng dic (dc) tinh
nay déu la vueong, 1a dé, 1a thién, 1a Troi. Trong ngbén ngit Viét,
chiing ta c6 éng Troi, ba Troi, Ong Gidng, chi Nguyét. Trong
tw twdng triét hoc, miu tinh ndi 1én sy "sinh sinh bat tich"
(Dich Kinh), néi 1én sy "cuwu mang" (cha sinh me dwdng), noi
lén cai "chi, trung, hoa" (Trung Dung), noi 1én cai "noéi" cta
van vat "van vat chi mau" (Pao Ptrc Kinh). Ttr m6t mach vin
nhw vay, ching ta c6 thé néi, ngwoi Viét 14y mau tinh lam
nguyén ly cho cudc song cta ho.

Cai mau tinh nay biéu hién qua ngdn ngit, Am diéu. Mau
tinh ciing thé hién qua 16i t6 chirc, sinh hoat, va nhat la trat tw
trong x4 hoi. Chinh vi vdy ma chung ta thwong nhim 1an mau
tinh v&i mau hé. Noi day can phai xac dinh sy khéng dong
nhit gitra mau tinh va mau hé. Mau hé c6 thé xiy trén mau
tinh, song ciing c6 thé dwa vao phu tinh. Trong cac xa hoi so
khai, da s6 theo miu hé, song vin dwa trén nguyén ly cua
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dwong tinh. Thi du 18i gidi quyét vin dé van theo cai ly cla
bao luc, va sw tw duy clia ho van theo mot trat tw theo dwong
(thai dwong), thi du dwong lich. Trat tw cta than linh ciing
dwoc xEp dat mot cach twong tw. Ngay ca trong xa hoi Trung
Hoa, da c6 rit nhiéu nit gi¢i 1am hoang dé, song ho van theo
mot 16i suy tw dwong tinh, 14y cai manh dé giai quyét van de.
Ba Vo Tac Thién dir dan khong kém 6ng Tan Thdy, ba Tt Hi
ciing chang thua Thanh Cat Tw Han. Twong tw, mau tinh
khéng nhat thiét la dac tinh cia xa hoi ndng nghiép (nhu da
s6 cac nha van hoéa Viét chu trwong), y hét nhw xd hdi du muc
khong nhat thiét déu theo nguyén ly phu tinh. X4 hdi Au chau
thoi c6 dai va Trung c6 déu 1a nhitng xa héi nong nghiép,
song ho ching c6 theo mau tinh. Ngwoc lai, xa hoi du muc A
rip cling khong nhat thiét hoan toan theo dwong tinh. Vay thi
khi ban vé mau tinh, ching tdi hiéu mau tinh néi 1én (1) vai
tro cua "sinh" (dé) tirc sang tao, (2) "dwdng" tirc bao vé sinh
ton, phat trién nhan cach, va (3) hoa (hop, théng).

Thwc vay, trong ngdén ngir Viét, tiéng B6, Me, Dé... ap
dung cho ca nam va nit gi¢i. Nhiéu noi goi cha la bé, 1a Bu.
Twong tw, cling c6 noi nguoi ta goi me la Bo, 1a DE. Thé nén,
ching ta c6 thé néi, ngdn ngir Viét ndi lén cong ning, tac
dung cda con nguwoi, chitr khong theo gidi tinh. Chinh vi vay,
tuy theo tdm quan trong ma ching ta thay ho xép dat vi tri
ciia ngbn ngit: vo chéng, Am dwong, me cha, c6 chq, co bac, co
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ciu, dat troi, con cai (cach, khong phai giong cai), va "cai"
dwoc 14y 1am mau s6 chung: cai nha, cai con, cai thang, cai
ong, cai no, cai kia, cai cla...

Ngay trong cudc séng thwong nhit, ching ta cling thay
nguoi Viét xép tAm quan trong theo cdng ning, chi khong
theo chirc vu. Thé nén, néu trong xa hoi, nam gi¢i lam "gia
trwedng," néu noi déng ang "chong cay, vo cdy,” thi trong gia
dinh, lai "1énh 6ng khoéng bang cong ba."

Chinh vi vay, ching t6i thiét nghi, mau tinh phai dwoc
hiéu theo céng nang cda sinh, duwdng va hoa. Nhuw viy ching
ta mé&i hiéu dwoc nhan thoai Lac Long Quan - Au Co. Dan Viét
coi Au Co 14 t6 tién (50 con theo me xudng bién va lap cu tai
ving duyén hai), béi vi Au Co méi sinh (dé 100 tritng), méi
dwdng (nudi con), va méi 1ap qudc, song lai lubn mang yéu
tinh hoa hop, va cé ban chat cling nhw nang lwc két hop. T
mau tinh nhw 12 moét nguyén 1y, ching ta méi hiéu duoc tai
sao nguoi Viét tAm tinh hon véi Dirc Me, tai sao ho lan hat
nhiéu hon doc kinh Lay Cha, va tai sao nhitng anh hung cda
ho déu mang mau tinh, thi du Hai ba Trung, va tai sao ho
"kinh s¢o" cac "noi twdéng."

3.2. Twong Quan Tinh

Nguyén ly thit hai cda than hoc Viét 1a twong quan tinh.
Nguyén ly ndy lam cdn ban cho 16i suy tw, phadn doan ciing
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nhw dinh gia tri cda ngwoi Viét. Vi ching téi dd ban dén
twong tinh trong cac tdc pham khéac, cling nhw trong chwong
dan nhap, nén noi day, xin chi tém tit twong quan tinh vao
nhitrng diém sau:

- Thir nhat, twvong quan tinh phat xuat tir nhirng twong
quan gitra con ngwdi. Twong quan nay thay trong khéng gian
va thoi gian. Twong quan nay ciing bi xac dinh béi hai yéu
tinh cua thoi gian va khong gian: "xa mat cach long."

- Thiv hai, twong quan tinh dwgc ciu tao, va ciu két
thanh nhitng hinh thai khac nhau, tuy theo twong quan xa,
gan, loi, hai, to hay nhé... Twong quan gan nhat, thdn mat hon
ca la twong quan than thudc (vo-chéng, cha-me, con-cai, anh-
chi...). Tuy theo quang cach khong gian va thoi gian, tuy theo
lgi hai to nho ma ngudi Viét xay dwng bac thang gia tri, dao
d&c: Tinh nghia vo-chong, cha-me, tinh nghia anh-em, chi-em
quan trong hon ca vi twong quan thian mat, gan giii cling nhw
loi (tot dep) nhat. Thit téi méi téi tinh thay-tro, cha-bac, co-
di, va sau nita méi téi tinh nghia ban be, roi tinh nghia tong
tdc, gibng noi, va sau cung madi téi tinh nhan loai. Bic thang
gia tri theo twong quan nay hién hién trong 16i song, va
phong tuc cua nguoi Viét:

"Mot giot mau dao hon ao nwéc la."

Hay:
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"Bau oi thwong 1ay bi cling,
Nguwoi trong mot nwére phai thwong nhau nhiéu."

- Thit ba, twvong quan tinh khéng c6 dinh nhw trong hé y
thirc cia Khong Trinh (trc Han, Tong va Minh Nho), song
ludn bién chuyén mot cach "bién chirng." Loi xwng ho clua
nguoi Viét véi bt e ai luén thay doi tuy theo twong quan xa
gan, loi hai van van, néi lén sw bién chuyén cda twong quan
tinh.

- Thir tw, chinh vi twong quan theo luat cta loi hai,
khong gian va thoi gian, ma chung ta c6 thé xac dinh 16i suy
tw, quy tac hanh dong, cling nhw cach thé biéu ta clia nguoi
Viét.

Ap dung theo nhitng nguyén ly trén, chiing ta c6 thé néi
la than hoc Viét khong duy 1y, duy tAm, hay duy tinh, ma la
mot nén than hoc xay trén twong quan tinh, va véi 16i cdm
nghiém mau tinh. Chinh vi theo twong quan tinh va miu tinh,
ma than hoc Viét 1a mot nén than hoc "ndi thanh ngoai
vurong," véi mot muc tiéu thuc tién.

Tam Két

Twa dé tam két thwc sw n6i 1én sy kién la nhitng suy tw
than hoc cta chung toi khong c6 két luan. Bai 18 rat dé hiéu,
két luan la sw xac dinh mot cach xac tin cai dinh dé than hoc
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ma ching tdi dwa ra trong cac suy tuw trong tap sach nay. Ma,
nhitng suy tw chwa phai la ménh dé, cang khéng phai la dinh
dé, cang khong c6 tinh cach gido diéu cta nhitng dinh nghia.
Thé nén, doan tam két nay chi la mét suy tw c6 tinh cich mé
rong cho nhirng suy tw tiép theo.

Nhuw doc gia da nhan ra y dinh cia ching t6i, nhitng luan
van dwoc trinh bay qua cac suy tw chi nham dén ba diém:
DPiém thr nhit 1a thin hoc tw n6 1a nhirng suy tw vé sw kién
con nguoi di tim, hiéu, gdp Thwong D€ va tu luyén dé thanh
Thanh (t&c gidc ngd, dwoc gidi thoat khoi trAm ludn kho hai).
biém th& hai, d6 1a phwong thé di tim, phwong cach cdm
nghiém, 16i gdp g& Thwong D& cling nhw phwong cach tu
luyén khong thé dong nhit. Nhitng phwong cach nay chi c6
thé thdy trong thé sinh, van hda, 18i sdng... cia mbi dan tdc, xa
hoi, ma mai 16i séng déu khac biét. Diém thit ba, do 1a dé c6
mot nén than hoc cé tinh chit khoa hoc nghiém tic, chiing ta
phai tim, vach va xac dinh ra 16i nhin, cAch hiéu, cdm nghiém
tinh... chung noi mdi dan tdc: cai ma ching toi tlrng goi la
cong cam, cong tinh, cong ngdén va cong thong. Chi khi tim ra
dwoc nhirng dic tinh chung nay, ching ta md&i c6 thé xac
quyét ma khong s¢ sai lam vé sy viéc ngwoi Viét nghi thé nay,
cam nghiém thé no, biéu ta thé kia, van van, vé Thwong DE.

Tt nhitng nguyén ly trén, ching t6i di di tim kiém
nhitng dic tinh chung, nhitng phwong thé chung noi nguoi
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Viét khi ho suy tw, cdm nghiém, tim hiéu, va séng v&i thé giGi
Than linh (tho Than, kinh Thanh, tén kinh t6 tién). Nhitng
d3c tinh nhw mau tinh, twong tinh, siéu viét tinh, hién thuc
tinh, cong tinh ciing nhw 16i séng dwa trén dao nghia, ky luit
(tu than)... cdu thanh mot nén triét hoc Viét lam nén tang gitp
ching ta suy tw vé Than hoc Viét. Nhitng phwong thé nhw
tam thong, hiép thong, tu than, tu tam, tich dirc ma chung ta
thiy noi ngwdi Viét va noi cac ton gido ngudi Viét theo cling
c6 thé 1a nhitng phwong thé chinh yéu trong céng viéc xay
dwng nén than hoc Viét vay.

Thuy Son Tran Vin Poan
Vién Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam, Washington, D. C. 2001.
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